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To  his  EXCELLENCY 


JOHN  Lord  CARTERET, 


^  Lord  Lieutenant  of  IRELAND, 
^  and  one  of  his  Majefly's  moft 
^      Honourable  Privy-Council. 


My  LORD, 

J  F5  as  my  Author  fome- 

whcre  obferves,  to  let 

him  Ipcak  for  himfelf, 

^elos  libros  fe  ban  de 

dedicar  a  El,  a  ^den  pr  rafon 

del  Argomento  fe  le  deve  la  cBra, 

the  Subjed   tiien  of  this  Trifle, 

A  2  which 
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which  was  what  flattered  me 
into  the  Prefumption  of  laying 
it  here,  makes  it  no  more  than 
a  juft  Debt  brought  home  to 
your  Excellency ;  who  by  your 
^xtenfive  and  unbounded  Muni- 
ficence to  Men  of  Letters  and 
Merit,  are  the  Support  of  this 
Republick  ;  and  by  your  own 
tranfcendent  Endowments  and 
Acquifitions,  do  make  it  even 
rival  ifs  antient  Splendor  and 
Dignity. 

I  am  fenfible,  my  Lord,  how 
ready  the  World  will  be  to  ex- 
pert a  juft  and  regular  Tranflati- 
on,  when  they  fee  your  Illuftri- 
ous  Name  at  the  Head  of  it ;  but 
as  Things  of  this  Nature  are  not 
to  be  fuppofed  to  carry  any  Pro- 
portion 
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portion  to  the  Greatnefs  of  the 
Receiver,  I  prefume  it  to  be  no 
Diminution  of  the  Compliment^ 
if  through  a  becoming  Miftruft, 
or  rather  Confcioufnefs  of  the 
contrary,  I  anticipate  the  Cen- 
fure  of  others  in  owning  its  De- 
faults. Was  this  a  perfect  Trans- 
lation, it  might  then  pretend  to 
do  even  Honour  to  your  Excel- 
lency, as  being  the  Srfl  of  that 
Kind  that  ever  was  :  But  as  it  is, 
I  hope  it  a  no  unpardonable  Piece 
of  Ambition,  in  that  I  prefume  to 
fhelter  it  under  the  Umbrage  of 
your  Great  Name. 

It  is  a  Digreflion,  I  mud  own, 

very  confiftent  with   the  ufual 

Pomp  of  Dedications  to  run  out 

in  a  long  Panegyrick  of  the  Pru- 

A  3  dencej 
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dence,  Conduct,  and  other  fhlning 
Qualifications  of  the  Patron;  but 
your  Excellency,  who  has  rlfen 
above  the  ordinary  Pitch  in  all  of 
thefe,  lies  out  of  the  Reach  of  an 
ordinary  Pen ;  and  therefore  it 
would  be  to  a6t  inconiiftently 
with  theSenfe,  I  have  of  my  own 
Weaknefs,  to  attempt  any  Thing 
of  that  Kind  here. 

lam.MyLORD^ 

Tour  Excellences 
Mofl  obliged^ 
Mofl  devoted'j  and 
'  Humble  Servant. 

J.    E. 
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TH  E  Author  of  this  Vi- 
fion,  Don  Diego  De 
Saavedrdy  has  fuffici- 
ently  enough  recommended  him- 
felf  to  the  World,  not  to  want 
any  Thing  of  mine  to  be  added 
in  his  Behalf;  his  Hillory  of  the 
Goths-)  and  Political  Emblems^  have 
left  but  few,  I  prefumc,  who  are  any 
thing  converfant  with  the  Spanijh 
Writers,  unacquainted  with  his 
Charadter.  And  as  a  preliminary 
A  4  Account 
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Account  of  this  Piece,  is  what  I 
rather  imagine,  the  Reader  will 
be  moft  apt  to  expedt ;  I  choofe 
to  fuperfede  the  Trouble  of  the 
former,  as  well  for  his  fake  as  my 
own,  and  to  detain  him  with  as 
few  Words  as  I  can  concerning 
the  latter. 

Don  Francifco  Ignacio  de  For- 
res^  who  Writ  the  Preface  to  the 
Original,  has  this  remarkable  in 
the  Commendations  he  gives  it  ; 
That  tho'  it  was  the  fir  ft  Flow- 
er of  our  Author's  Wit,  yet  it 
might  juftly  rival  his  more  ma- 
ture Performances,  both  ia  its 
Delicatenefs  and  Ripenefs,  His 
Words  are  as  follow ;  Efte  Efcri- 
to  fue  la  'primer a  flor  del  ingento 
de  D.  Diego  De  Saavedra  ;  Por  [u 

ternura 
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ternura  y  por  fu  fragancia  puede 
competir  a  los  frutos  de  fu  JJioria 
Gottca^  y  de  fus  Emprefas  Politi- 
cas  la  Sa%on.  In  which  Words,  I 
can'r  but  hint  at  a  verj  paJpabJe 
Miilake,  which  the  above  menti- 
^h'd  D.  Jgnacio  has  committed,  in 
making  this  the  firft  Produ6tion 
\of  our  Author  ;  lince  I  have  no 
further  to  go  than  D.  Diego's 
own  Words  to  contradi£t  it ;  for 
Page  32  of  this  Vifion,  where  he 
tells  us,  the  hard  Fate  which  all 
Books  of  Politics  unexceptiona- 
bly  almoft  met  with  in  this  Re- 
public, he  exprelly  mentions  his 
Political  Emblems^  and  the  great 
Concern  he  was  in  for  them. 
Which,  as  it  fuppofes  him  to 
have  writ  his  Emblems  fometime 
before,  fo  it  plainly,  I  think  proves 

D, 


X       The  PREFACE. 

D.  Ignacioj  to  have  erred.    But 
however,   thus  far  I  maj   fafelj 
venture  to  join  in  with  D  Jgnacio 
that  this  Vifion,  whenfoever  it  was. 
writ,  is  nothing  inferior  to  any  of 
the  Author's,  whether  later  orea^ 
lier  Works.  The  great  Reading, 
Judgment,  and  Difcernment  that 
run  throughout  the  Whole,  befides 
the  fine  and  pertinent  Reflections, 
wherewith  he  hasoccafionally  enli- 
ven'd  anddiveriify'd  it,do  difcover  a 
lively Genius,andextenfive  Learn-  * 
ing.     His  Language  is  eafy  and 
elegant,  and  fuch  as  was  reckon'd 
a  good  Standard  in   the  Age  he 
lived  in.     His  Invention,  indeed, 
which  I  think  the  Spaniards  are 
not  over-valued  for,  in  that  they 
never  confine,  nor  lay  any  Re- 
itraint  upon  it,  run  fometimes 

low 
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low,  and  Jeaves  him  to  grovel; 
which  obliged  me  here  and  there 
to  except  fome  few  Lines,  taken 
Notice  of  in  the  Margin ;  a  Liber- 
ty, I  hope,  not  altogether  inexcuf- 
able,  if  not  unjuftly  taken.  Which, 
whether  it  be,  or  no,  Imufl:  leave 
thofe  read  in  Spanijhto  judge.  Up- 
on the  Whole,  for  I  would  not  be 
tedious,  it  may  pafs  for  a  pleafant 
Defcription,,  a  fhort,  but  crowded 
Landskic,  9f  this  ima!?inarv  Re- 
publiCxi., 

THE  Sketches  he  gives  of  the 
Characters  of  the  molt  eminent 
Hifioriansj  Poets^  and  other  Au- 
thors, are  likely  to  afford  the 
Reader  a  not-unpleafing  Enter- 
tainment. As  like  wife  his  tra- 
cing up  the  Progrefs  and  Advance- 
ment of  Poefy  in  S^mn^  d.nd  Italy  ^ 

-"where 


xli      The  P  REFACE. 

where  he  takes  Occafion  to  men- 
tion the  mod  celebrated  Poets  of 
both  Nations,  and  to  point  out 
their  feveral  Excellencies  and  Per- 
fe6tions. 

But  not  to  anticipate  the  Rea- 
der's Pleafure  any  further,  I  now 
take  my  Leave  of  him,  with  this 
Petition,  That  the  Faults  which 
have  crept  into  the  Prefs,  as  I 
fear  there  are  fome,  he  would  not 
impute  to  me,  who  am  at  too 
great  a  Dillance  to  fupervife  and 
correct  them. 
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WAS  running  over  in  my  Mind 
the  prodigious  Number,  and  conti- 
nual Increafe  of  Books,  thro'  tha 
Liberty  of  the  Prefs,  and  the  Pre- 
fumption  of  Writers,  who  make  a 
downright  Trade  of  it;  when  fal- 
ling afleep.  a  Veil  was  drawn  over  thofe  Images 
which  my  Thoughts,  while  awake,  had  been  em- 
ployed about;  and  I  found  my  felf  in  Sight  of  a 
City,  whofe  Capitals  of  Silver  and  radiant  Gold 
dazled  me  with  their  Luftre,  and  that  carried  their 
afpiring  Tops  even  above  the  Clouds.  Iwas  cap- 
tivated with  its  Beauty;  and  had  a  longing  Defire 
to  approach  it ;  when,  on  a  fudden,  I  difcoveredan 
Eiderly  Man  that  was  making  towards  it  j  whom, 

as 
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as  I  came  up,  and  entered  into  Difcourfe  with  him, 
I  immediately  perceived  to  be  Munui  Farro.  by  the 
Defcription  I  was  well  acquainted  with,  that  Cicero^ 
and  others  give  of  that  univerfal  Scholar.  Upon 
Enquiry  what  City  that  was,  he,  with  an  enga- 
ging Air  of  Compliance,  told  me  it  was  the  Repub-^ 
iicli  of  Leuers,  and  offered  his  Company  to  condu<9: 
me  to  a  Sight  of  what  was  moft  curious  therein  ; 
which  1  readily  accepted,  and  placed  my  felf  under 

his    Direftion.— -In   our    Way,   which    his 

Converfation  agreeably  deceived,  I  could  not  but 
take  Notice,  that  the  Fields  on  all  Sides  of  us  were 
covered  almoft  over  with  Hellebore  '^  and,  as  my 
Curiofity  led  me  to  ask  him  the  keafon  of  it,  he 
anfwered  me,  That  as  divine  Providence  did  always 
place  the  Remedy  near  the  Evil,  fo  it  had  put  this 
Herb  near  at  Hand,  for  the  Good  of  the  Inhabi- 
tants, who  were  by  their  hard  Studies  and  Lucu- 
brations grievoufly  fubjcft  to  Viji&npers  in  the 
Brain.  VbA  Multitudes  of  the  People  there  were 
gathering  this  Herb,  as  being  a  *  Specific  to  im- 
prove the  Memory  ;  but  not  without  impairing 
the  Judgment.  They  were  but  fmall  Gainers  by  it, 
methought,  fince  what  they  acquired  to  the  one, 
they  loft  in  the  other.  The  Memory,  *tis  true,  is 
the  Store-Houfe  to  Knowledge;  but  then  it  takes 
in  Good  and  Bad  alike.  Happy  would  it  be  for 
Man,  were  he  as  able  to  forget,  as  he  is  to  remem- 
ber :The  Remembrance  of  Good  pajl  does  but  grieve 
nSy  as  the  Senfe  of  prefent  Evil  makes  us  uneafy. 

We  were  by  this  Time  arrived  at  the  City,  where 
the  Trenches  about  it,  I  obferved,  were  full  of  a 


'*  Napardina,  tfee  ^ori  expreji  here  by  Specific,  U proper- 
lythe  Ndtn^ofanHerb  in  bpain,  that  is  of  gnd^t  Help  tothe 
Menrni.    Vid.  Steph.  Sjpanifh^Di^^ 

-     ^  black 
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black  Liquor,  the  Walls  high,  and  planted  all  a- 
long  with  Goofe  and  Swan  Quills,  which  difchar- 
ged  whole  Bales  of  Paper.  There  were  white  Tow- 
ers that  ferved  as  Buli^arks;  in  the  Infideof  which 
were  wooden  *  Peftles,  raifed  by  Water,  that  fall- 
ing with  their  Ends  down  into  Stone  Mortars, 
Kounded  great  Heaps  of  Rags  to  a  very  Pulp ;  which 
eing  fpread  over  fquare  copper- wired  Sieves, 
and  put  to  dry  between  Blankets,  became  Sheets 
of  Paper.  A  Commodity  eafily  enough  made,  but 
what  cofts  dear  to  Mankind.  How  fruitful,  thought 
I  with  my  felf,  are  we  of  Invention,  in  finding 
out  Things  to  our  Hurt!  Gold  and  Silver,  the  Bane 
of  human  Tranquillity,  were  providently  hid  from 
us  by  Nature,  clofe  within  the  Bowels  of  the  Earth: 
She,  wifely  confulting  our  Quiet,  lodg'd  them  in 
Places  far  remote,  entrenching  them  with  the  Ocean, 
and  immuring  them  within  high  and  craggy  Moun- 
tains. But  the  reftlefs  Induftry  of  Man  found  out 
Arts  and  Means  to  make  Seas  navigable,  and  to  force 
a  Way  through  Mountains  to  get  at  thofe  Metals 
which  occafion  fuch  Difturbances,  Wars,  and  De- 
ftruftion  in  the  World.  And  in  like  Manner,  worth- 
lefs  Rags,  that  lie  upon  the  very  Dunghils  buried 
in  Filth,  are  by  us  with  Diligence  fought  for  and 
fetched  out  from  their  Ordure,  to  be  converted  in- 
to Paper  :  Upoti  which  we  confume  our  Reft  and 
Labour;  by  which  Malice  often  gets  the  better  of 
Innocence  J  and  which  has  filled  the  World  with 
endlefs  Difputes,  the  various  Differences  and  Sefts 
in  Religion. 

The  Frontifpiece  of  the  City  Gate  was  dfverfi- 
fy'd  with  beautiful  Columns  of  feveral   Sorts  of 


*  Viga*s,  or  Be/im^  of  JVooi,  as  the  Author  calls  "em ; 
but  thej  are  ufuaUy  cUU'd  Nic  l^ocliers. 

Marble 
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Marble  and  Jafper;  the  Strufture  whereof,  me- 
thought,  was  chargeable  with  a  Default,  as  I  only 
perceived  the  Doric  Order,  that  rough  Emblem  of 
Labour  and  Fatigue,  to  run  throughout  the  whole. 
In  Niches  between  the  Columns  flood  the  Statues 
of  the  nine  Mufes,  with  mufical  Inftruments  in 
their  Hands,  fo  exquiiitely  wrought,  and  touch  d 
withfuch  vigorous  Strokes  of  Art,  as  in  a  manner 
foften'd  the  rude  Marble  into  Life.  My  Mind,  in 
the  pleafing  Rapture  it  was  affefted  with,  feem'd 
fenfible  of  the  Prefence  of  thofe  Intelligences  and 
their  Mufic,  fo  celebrated  by  Antiquity,  that 
dwell  in  the  Spheres.  Clio,  as  it  were,  fired  the 
Breaft  with  Emulation  by  the  noble  Exploits  of  re- 
nowned Heroes:  Terpfichore  raifed  the  Soul  with  the 
fweet  Harmony  of  her  Mufic  :  *  Erato  warmed  the 
AfFe<flions  with  the  kindly  Influences  of  Love:  Po- 
lyhymnlt  quicken'd  the  Memory,  and  by  her  Affif- 
tance,  Urmid  endeavoured  to  excite  Men  to  the 
Study  of  the  Stars:  Calliope  exalted  the  Mind,  and 
fet  it  upon  glorious  Enterprizes.  The  Frontil piece 
was  terminated  by  Apollo,  who.  with  his  golden 
Locks  flowing  down  his  Shoulders  like  Streams  of 
Light,  held  a  Lyre  in  one  Hand,  and  his  Flecirum  in  the 
other. 

Entring  the  Suburbs,  I  faw  Men  bufied  in  thofe 
Arts  that  are  but  the  Habits  of  the  Body  ;  merely 
Handicraft,  in  which  the  Underftanding  bears  lit- 
tle or  no  Part.  Thefc  are  the  fpurious  Iffue  of  the 
Sciences,  from  whence  they  derive  their  Being  and 


*  tie  Author  repre ferns  this  Mufe  as  holding  forth  Mum- 
hers^  and  a  Pair  of  Compaffts\  hut  as  neither  of  thefe  are  the 
Symbols  of  Erato,  I  have  taf^en  the  Liberty  to  reprefent  her  as 
tht  Etymology  of  her  Name  directei  me,  Vid,  Pere  Mount- 
fauc  dans  fes  Antiq.  Tom.  i. 

the 
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the  Laws  they  are  upheld  by,  altho*  not  fenfible  of 
it,  and  operate  without  being  able  to  accoHnt  for 
their  own  Operarions. 

As  very  little  occurred  amongft  thefe  Mechanical 
Arts  worthy  to  engage  our  Attention,  except  * 
Dadalus  the  Athenian,  who  was  making  Oftentation  of 
the  Saw,  Augre,  and  other  Inftruments,  he  pretend- 
ed the  Invention  of.  We  walked  haftily  through 
them,  and  came  to  thofe  Arts,  wherein  the  Under- 
Handing  takes  Place,  and  the  Hands  fervc  but  as 
Inftrument$  to  it  :  The  which  are  fubaltern  to^ 
and  have  their  Dependence  upon  the  feven  Libe- 
ral Sciences,  which  are  only  converfant  about 
Words  and  Quantities.  Between  thefe  and  the  Me-- 
chanical  Arts,  a  River  glided  gently  along,  that 
parted  them;  over  which  was  a  Bridge  built  of 
Marble,  and  upon  it  a  beautiful  Gate  raifcd  on 
Columns  of  Jafper^  about  the  Cornices  whereof 
there  hung  whole  Trophies  of  the  Inftraments  be^ 
longing  to  thefe  Arts,  as  Pencils,  Pallet-Boardsv 
Squares,  Compafles,  and  Chiffels.  On  the  Top-  of 
the  Gate  ftood  Architediure,  reprefented  by  a  fair 
Virgin  in  Alabaffer,  difplaying  the  Legs  of  a  Pair 
of  Compaffes  upon  a  Plan  of  Building;  and  be- 
neath  her,  upon  the  Pedeftal,  were  thefe  Lines^  off 
Michael  >4«ge/a  engraven  in  Italian ;. 

Non  ha  httimo  Artifia  alcun  Concetto^ 
Che  un  Marmofolo  in  fe  non  circonfcrivJH 

She  was  join'd  on  her  right  Side,  hy  Painting-,  wH€>> 
ftood  upon,  the  Cornice  of  a  Capital,  withaPaller 
full  of  Variety  of  Colours  in  one  Hand,  and  a? 
Pencil  in  the  other,  having  a  Mask  hanging  dowi^jt 


*^  A  fmgm  Bkck[mith  0/  Athens* 

B        '  &om» 
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'from  her  Neck :  And  at  her  left  Side  was  Sculpture 
crown'd  with  Laurel,  reclining  herfelf  upon  old 
Fragments  of  Statues.  When  he  had  palfed  thro* 
the  Gate  a  fine  fpacious  Street  opened  to  oiir  Vifiw, 
all  along  which  were  beautiful  Portico-s  rifing  on 
each  Side  in  Arches,  inhabited  by  the  feveral  Pro- 
feffors  in  thefe  Arts.  The  firft  were  the  Archite6h, 
led  up  by  Agcnharm  the  Athenian,  who  boafted  the 
Invention  of  the  Art.  *  Softrattis  was  drawing  the 
Plan  of  his  Watch-To  wer  of  Pharos',  as  Spintar  of  Co- 
fintb  was  drawing  that  of  his  Temple  at  Delphi '^ ChX;- 
m  Lyndmi  beheld  with  a  kind  of  Surprize  his  own 
Coiojfm  of  Rhodes :  t  Sugillas  was  intent  upon  the  II 
Maufolaum  of  Artemifcia  5  and  Artewiiorns  flood  fix'd 
in  Attention  upon  the  ||  Forum  Trajanum.  Others 
were  bufily  employed  in  perfefting  Columns,  Ba- 
fes,  Pedeftals,  Plinths,  Cornices,  Architraves,  and 
yreezes;  all  which  concur  to  compleat  a  Building: 
A  Labour  how  much  too  great  for  the  Short  Spanr 
tofLifelin  which  our  firft  Tears  are  hardly  dried 
up  before  our  Death- bed-Groans  are  heard.  And  a 
little  further  were  Stratonicus,  Acraga^.  Mentw^  Betm.  and 
^»n/>^^er5  carving  Figures  upon  Silvery  among  whom 

^Fora  further  Account  ofmoft  of  thefe  Artifts,  vid.  Plin. 
Hiftor   lib.  3^  36.  a/s  li\emfe  Paufania?  Hiftor. 

*  The  Author  and  feveral  others  caU  this  Artiji  Chares 
lydius,  but  through  Mifla^ej  for  he  tpm  horn  in  afown  of 
Rhodes,  by  Name  Lyndus;  and  from  thence  he  was  called 
Chares  Lyndius.  Vid.  Plin.  lib.  34-  Seft,  18.  Edit. 
Harder. 

t  Vid.  Car.  Stephani  Di<Jl:.  Hiftoricum. 

^  Amble  Monument  ere^ed  to  Maufolus  by  his  Queen 
Artemifcia. 

tl  Tf^e  Forum  Trajanum  n^aivohere  the  Treafuryof 
TEpargne,  oi  the  French  tall  it^  of  Trajan,  flood.  Vid- 
Hottmaia*  Lciic  -  .      ' 
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Stmonicm  had  artfully  carved  a  Satyr  to  extremely 
like  the  Life,  that  the  Nymphs  flood  trembling  ati 
it  for  Fear.  Zopiri^  was  raifing  all  the  Extravagan- 
cies ofOreftes  in  Bafs  Eelkf,  upon  two  Silver  Goblets : 
Fythias  had  juft  given  the  nnilliing  Strokes  to  that 
inimitable  Piece  of  his,  called  *  Magirifcia. 

In  another  Portico  was  the  RoydilAttaks:  Ifmning 
for  His  Diverfion  Variety  of  Figures  upon  CanVafe, 
not  a  little  proud  of  this  his  Invention.  And 
hard  by  there  was  a  Company  of  Trojans  employ'd^ 
in  Embroidery  and  other  fine  Needle  work.  Thercf 
were  likewife  great  Numbers  of  Germam,  purcha^ 
ling  to  themfelves  immortal  Honour  by  curious 
Pieces  of  Tapeftry  j  whereon  they  ftamp'd  fuch  ad- 
mirable Figures  with  fuch  an  Air  of  Life,  as  Paint- 
ingvO^r  even  Nature  herfelf  might  envy*  But  what 
gaVenie  great  occafion  to  wonder  was,  that  they 
work'd  thofe  fo  beautiful  and  natural  Figures, 
with  their  Tool  underneath  the  Frame:  not  feeing 
what  they  did  \  for  the  wrong  Side  of  the  Work 
was  towards  them:  which  gave  me  further  occafi- 
on  to  refleft,  in  how  much  the  fame  Manner,  but 
with  a  vaftly  diflferent  Degree'  of  Succefs,  do  Prin- 
ces, with  their  Inftrument  of  State,  fign  and  or- 
der to  be  done-  Things  brought  before  thern.  of 
which  they  fee  but  the  wrong  Side,  and  know  lit- 
tle orndthiilg  ofl  Among  thfefe^  Artirfs  an  Egyp''-- 
tUm.  I  obferved,  was  of  fcatter^d  Pieces  of  Marble 
forming  a  humkn  Bodyj'  which  he  fo  artfully  dif- 
pofed  and  enlivened  with  fuch  mafterly  ToUchejr,^ 
that  the  Pieces  feemingiy  became  under  his  Hands 
Mufcles  and  Arteries:.  An  Artifice  not  unlike  this, 
but  too  frequently  comes  in  Plav  in  the  Politics^ 
of  thefe  Times,  wlkr-^liy  Po^Atit?e$*  of  looft  ani 

^  A  famoHS  Piece  of  CooJiery,    "  C^ 

B  1'  tfifuntte^ 
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difunited  Motives  coHefted  togetbe^-,  form  a  Pre- 
text for  undertaking  an  unjuft  War,  or  maintain- 
ing acrael  Ufurpation. 

In  the  next  Portico  we  advanced  to.  M^ere  Alca^- 
mansi,  Crkias,  Neftocles,  and  ./^^eMiei,  hewing  out  Sta- 
tues in  Marble ;  Pyrgoteles,  was  engraving  Alexander 
the  Great  upon  Jewels,  a  Priviledge  only  allow  d 
to  him  5  as  to  caft  him  in  Brafs  was  granted  to  Lyfip^ 
fuSy  and  as  Jpettes  was  honoured  with  that  to  draw 
his  Pifture:  An  Immunity  afcertain'd  to  true  Bra- 
very, that  no  vulgar  and  ordinary  Genius  dare  at- 
tempt its  Praifes,  which  the  greateft  Encomiums  caa 
never  equal.  Phidias  held  fome  Fifhes  in  his  Hand, 
fo  cut  out  to  the  Life,  that  Water  feem'd  only 
wanting  for  them  to  fwim.  On  one  Side  of  us. 
;there  lay  juil  finillied  the  Figure  of  ^  Bellona,  con- 
lain'd  within  the  Round  of  her  own  Buckler f, 
which  agreeably  furprized  me  with  aConviftion, 
in  fpite  of  Geometry,  that  a  Part  may  be  equal  ta 
the  Whole-:  not  but  we  may  daily  fee  as  much  in 
Treaties  and  Negotiations  among  Princes,  where- 
in the  being  but  a  Part,  often  overfrvays  and  proves, 
ffjofe  than  equal  to  the  Whole^  Among  the  lad,  tho* 
^llly  to  be  ranked  with  the  firft  of  the  Art,  flood  * 
Wervin.  putting  the  laft  Hand  to  his  Daphne,  half 
transformed  into  a  Laurel:  It  foimpofed  upon  the 
JEye,  that  I  could  not  help  being  under  a  kind  of 
Concern,  leaft  the  creeping  Bark  would  cover  her 
l)eautiful  Limbs  over;  Her  Hair  was  vifibly  almoft 
ilumed  into  Leaves,  which  the  Wind,  ruftling  be- 
tween them,  feem'd  to  fliake. 

*  Colotes  mate  the  Buc^lefy^nd  it  was  Pana^mus 
ihat  painted  the  Goddffsmthin  it*    Vid*  Plin.  lib.  34 > 

\j  J  Spaniih  Smmrj^ 

We 
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We  walked  but  a  little  farther,  before  we  came 
to  the  Mafters  in  that  painting,  that  Rival  of  Na- 
ture, and  that  fo'metimes  even  improves  upon  her  ; 
The  Invention  of  which  was  greatly  contefted. 
Gigas  the  Lydian  made  Pretenfions  to  it ;  which  Pyr- 
rbus  difputed  with  him.  The  Corinthiam  likewife, 
and  *  E^ptians,  pnt  in  feverally  their  Claims  to  it; 
the  laft  ridiculoufly  affirm 'd  to  have  invented  it,  fome 
fix  thoufand  Years  before  ever  the  Grecians  came 
to  make  ufe  of  it:  A  Difficulty,  Ipreceived,  not 
cafily  to  be  clear'd  up,  in  as  much  that  Arts  are  in*' 
fenfi hi y  almoft  carried  on  to  Perfection,  no  one  ia 
particular  bearing  the  Honour  of  it,  but  the  Glo- 
ry redounded  to  All  in  general. 

All  luminous  Bodies  do  naturally  projeft  aShade; 
and  from  thence,  in  all  Probability,  it  was  that 
Men,  by  obferving  the  Out-lines  that  bounded  the 
Shadow,  took  the  firft  rude  Hints  that  gave  Birth 
to  this  Art.  Ardkes  and  ^eUfanuA  were  the  fird  that 
marked  out  thefe  Lines,  and  coloured  over  the  Fi- 
gure comprehended  between  them  :  Folignottos  and 
JgUophon  brought  into  life  the  black  and  white 
Colours;  Philocles  the  Epptain  invented  Lines :  Jpol^ 
iodorus  the  Pencil:  Ana  Antoneius  Oil y  whereby  he 
procured  Eternity  to  Painting* 

Here  the  Pleafure  with  which  I  furvey'd  the  Ob- 
jefts  about  me,  was  difturbed  by  a  Fray  that  broke 
out  between  the  two  great  Rivals,  Zeuxei  and  Par- 
rhafius:^  and  as  Zeal  in  Matters  of  Judgment  runs  com- 
comly  very  high,  in  that  it  touches  Man  in  the 
nobleft  Part:^  fo^^rom  Words,  they  threatened  com*- 


*  Thu pretended  Claim  of  t^. Egyptians  »  tafien  Notice 
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rng  to  Blows :  *  Zeuxes  was  greatly  incenfed  at  the 
Miftake  he  was  deceived  into  by  the  Pifture  of  Par- 
fh^fius  and  to  be  even  with  hi  Adverfary,  drew 
fome  Grapes  fo  natural,  with  a  Boy  holding  them 
in  a  Basket,  that  the  Birds  came  and  picked  at  them. 
It  might  have  lowered  his  Pride,  methought,  al- 
tho'  the  Grapes  were  fo  well  imitated,  that  he  had 
fucceeded  no  better  with  the  Boy,  (ince  he  could 
tlot  frighten  aWay  the  Birds.  But  fo  near  ally'd 
stre  the  greatefl^  Beatities  with  the  contrary  Faults, 
that  they  both  lie  within  the  fame  Piece.  We 
thade  Matters  up  between  them,  and  proceeded  on 
till  we  came  to  AriftideV'i  who  was  giving  with  his 
Pencil  fuch  Attitude^  and  lively  Graces  to  his  Fi- 
gures, as  difcoverM  the  very  Paffions  and  AfFefti- 
ptts  of  the  SouL  Kni  Trotogene'i  had  now  e'en  al- 
moft  finiflled  his  Picture  of  *  Jalyju^  which  he  had 
fceen  fcven  Years  about ;  living  all  that  Time  up- 
on nothing  but  mdiften'd  Pulfe  ;  for  other  Fo6d, 
he  was  a'fraid'  would  clog  and  fully  his  Fahdy. 
This  Work  was  defign'd  a  Place  in  the  Tfemjile  of 
Peace,  and  therefore  his  utmoft  Skill  had  been  em- 
ployed upon  it  j  and  to  compleat  the  Piece,  there 
was  now  only  wanting  to  exprefs  the  Foam  of  a 
Dog  ;  which  after  feveral  fuccefslefs  Attempts,  he 
defpairing ever  to fatisfy  himfelf  in  (iSti'd  'aSpdrige 
againft  it.  with  an  Intent  to  blot  out  the  whole. 
T  Was  greatfy  fu'rprlzed  at  the  Pa/fibn  I'faw  hfmin^ 
to  go  to  fpoil  what  had  ftood  him  in  fo  miicH 
Time  and  Labour;  But  I  was  much  more  fo,  wheri 
I  found  that  the  inconfiderate  Dafli  of  the  Sponge; 
direfted  by  Chance,  had  happily  efFefted  what .  he 
in  vain  pretended  to  ^ith  Art^  which  farnifiied  me 


'*^'Tlm-  Contefl'  hewe^n  the  i'oto  Pmtm  ^*ta}ien  mrd  f<>r 
Xffcrd  almoft  out  of  Pliny  in  lib.  3^,  3^. 
'^  the  Fmuit  of  a  Hunter  with  his  J>og. 

with- 
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,71th  this  Hint,  that  Chance  very  frequently  hits 
jight,  where  thegreateft  Meed  and  Carefulneli  hap* 
Kpen  to  mifcarry  ;  and  that  fometimes  we  ought 
Ito  follow  the  firft  Impulfes  Nature  ftirs  us  on  to 
■Aftion  by,  as  being,  perhaps,    the  Influences  of 
Ifome  fuperior  Power:  And  befideS;   it  may  ferve 
Ito  fliew  that  all  Succefsin  human  Affairs  is  not  to 
be  afcribed  to  the  Prudence  of  Man,  but  rather  to 
the  Providence  of  GOD,  by  whofe  Afliftance  we 
come  at  it.    My  Attention  was  here  drawn  off  by 
the  Spiinifi  Air  ^ni  Drefs  df  Navurette  the  Dumb^ 
from  whom  Nature,  to  be  even  with  him  for  his 
other  excellent  Faailties,  had  kept   back   that  of 
Speech;  llie  forefeeing  that  his  Works,  which  were 
fo  many  perfedl  Copies  of  hers,  would  fpeak  loud- 
ly enough  of  themfelves:  And  behind  himwasPiV- 
10  Felafquez.,  with  his  Pifture  of  Philip  IV.  To  which 
he  had  given  fuch  an  Air  of  Life,  and  fo  admira- 
bly exprefs'd  all  the  natural  Greatnefs  and  Majef- 
ty  of  his  Mien,  that  it  awed  me  into  a  kind  ofRe- 
fpeft  and  Reverence. 

In  this  rich  Repaft  of  Painting,  while  I  was 
feafting  my  Eyes,  I  drew  near  to  a  Circle  of  Men, 
who  were  difputing  the  Precedency  of  Painting 
and  Sculpture.  Lyftppus  aflertedit  to  the  latter*,  for 
in  this,  faid  he,  a  more  exaft  Knowledge  of  Sym- 
metry is  required,  and  a  greater  Skill  in  expreffing 
the  lineaments;  wherein  a  Fault,  if  once  cbmmit- 
ted  could  not  be  redified :  Befides,  that  Sculpture 
lay  open  to  the  Judgment  of  more  Senfes  than  one, 
as  the  Touch  as  well  as  Sight,  the  Perfeftion  of 
which  confifted  in  all  Sides  alike  :  And  that  as  to 
the  Matter  of  this,  it  was  both  more  precious  and 
durable  than  Canvafs,  or  what  Painting  was  done 
on;  that  it  much  longer  preferv^d  am]' perpettated 
down  the  Memory  of  great  Men,  and  was  more  apti 
to  ftrike  and  affe^  the  Mind.    JftHes,  on  the  other 
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24  Ti&d  Republick  of 

Hand,  produced  feveral  Reafons  and  Arguments  to 
fecure  the  Preference  to  Painting :  This,  replied 
he,  is  a  filent  Hiftory.  that  prefents  to  our  View 
a  great  Variety  of  Adions  together,,  difcoveirs  the 
Nature  and  Greatnefs  of  them  f  The  Place  hTcewife, 
and  the  very  Motion  Things  are  done  in  which  ' 
it  gives  the  Mind  a  pleafing  Satisfaftion  to  know, 
the  Pencil  never  fails  to  titfcribe  ;  but  they  com- 
monly efcape  the  Chiflel :  And  if  Sculpture,  by 
its  Bulk,  difcover'd  the  Largenefs  of  Bodies,  fo 
likewife  did  Painting  too,  although  upon  a  plain 
Superficies,  by  rightly  difpofing  the  Lights  and 
Shades.  In  Sculpture  Bodies  kept  a  determinate 
Diflancej  bat  Painting  could  widen  or  contraft, 
enlarge  or  leflen  the  Diftance,  fo  as  to  deceive  the 
Sight.  And,  continued  he,  not  to  mention  the 
Advantage  it  has  from  Colours,  v;hich  in  a  Manner 
give  the  utmoft  Perfeftion  to  Things,  and  open 
to  the  View  the  very  inmoft  Motions  of  the  Soul. 
The  Noife  and  Heat  they  difputed  with  on  both 
Sides  would  in  all  likelihood,  have  broke  out  inr 
to  a  Rupture,  had  not  Michael  Angelo,  that  great 
Maftcr  in  both  Arts,  ftept  in  between,  and  com- 
pofed  Matters,  by  demonftrating  to  them,  with 
three  Circles  interfering  each  other,  that  Sculp- 
ture, Painting,  and  Architefture,  were  all  three  e- 
qual,  and  mutually  affifted  one  the  other. 

Withdrawing  from  this  Buftle,  we  made  towards 
the  City  Gate,  which  was  adorned  with  a  beauti- 
ful Arch,  whereon  the  fcven  Liberal  Sciences,  Gram- 
mar, Logic,  Rhetoric,  Arithmetic,  Mufic,  Geo- 
metry, and  Aftronomy,  ftood  join'd  hand-in-hand, 
The  Gates  were  of  that  Brafs,  or  Corinthian  Metal, 
fo  famed  by  theAntients,  allfratight  with  Figures 
in  a  beautiful  Relief;  which  put  me  upon  enquiring 
©f  Folyiore  Virgil,  for  he  was  juft  by  me,  who  the 
Artift  was,  and  what  Hiilory  was  meant  by  them. 

lipoid 
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Upen  that  Gate,  faid  he,,  is  engraved  the  Inven- 
tion of  Printing,  done  by  a  Florentine,  whofe  Chif- 
fel  has  left  no  Part  of  the  World  a  Stranger  to  its 
Fame.    Don't  you  fee,  continued  ;  he,  pointing  up  ' 
with  his  Hand,  that  Set  of  Men  whofe  ftern   and 
auftere  Countenances  fhew  a  Contempt  of  all  the 
Opinions  and  Goods  of  Mankind  ?  how  difrefpeifl- 
fully  they  caft  their  Eyes  upon  that  Virgin   there, 
with  a  Crown  of  Gold  upon  her  Head,  and  a  Trum- 
pet in  her  Hand,  who  makes  a  Motion  to  fly  away, 
being  incenfed  at  their  Scoffs  and  infolent  Jeers, 
and   to   bend  her  Courfe  up  towards  that  craggy 
Mountain?  She,    then,  is   G/ory;  and   thofe   Men, 
faid  he,   are   the    Stoics,   who   make  but  a  Jeft    of 
her,  and  deny  her  to  have  a  Place  among  the  Real 
Goods  of  Mankind,  as  being  a  Felicity  foreign  to 
the  Nature  of  the  Soul,  and  quite  out  of  its  Reach, 
and  that  depends  upon  the    Opinion  others  enter- 
tain of  us.    She  is  highly  provoked  at  this  Ufage 
of  theirs,  and  takes  her  Flight,  as  you   fee,  being 
accompanied  only  with  a  few  noble  Spirits  to  the 
Top  of  that  Mountain  ;  where,  proftrate  at    the 
Feet  of  her  Mother  f^irtue,  who  inhabits  thofe  rude 
Defarts,  in  Company  with  VigiUnce,  Labour,  and  Artr 
her  three   conftant  Attendants,  flie   complains  to 
her  of  the  Difregards  and  ill  Treatment  of  thofe 
Philofophers.    Virtue  endeavours  to  comfort  her,  by 
reminding  her  of  the  good  Effeds  of  her  Fame,, 
continued  down  in   the  Feats  of  Antient  Heroes, 
and  to  be  carried  on  to  future  Ages  by  thofe,  who 
(hall  open  new  Ways  and  Trafts  in  the  Ocean,  to 
the  Difcovery  of  other  Worlds,  the  known  one  be-*' 
ing  of  too  narrow  Limits  for  the  Mind  of  Man. 
Alas !  replies  G/ory:  you  always  offer  at  removing- 
my  llneafinefs,    with  what   rather   aggravates   it : 
What,  tho'  my  Fame  be  great,  yet  you  know  how 
empty  and  perilhable  it  is.  fince  that  it  relies  up- 
on the  Tongues  of  others,  and  is  iForm'd  of  no- 
C  tiling 
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thing  but  Words,  the  Daughters  of  the  Wind,  in- 
to which  again  it  is  refolv'd*,  affording  Occafion  of 
Triumph  to  my  moll  mortal  Enemy  Oblivion,  Thefe 
Words  of  Glory^  being  followed  with  Tears,  as  you 
may  eafily  difcern  by  her  Countenance,  prevail 
upon  Virtue  to  give  Orders  to  Arty  that  Damfel  you 
fee  her  leaning  u^on,  to  procure  fome  Remedy  for 
the  making  Fdme  immortal.  Art  obeys  her  ;  and  if 
you  carry  your  Eye  a  little  farther  that  Way,  faid 
Jic,  you'll  fee  her  confulting  with  Hi^ht  that  Vir- 
gin whofe  Mantle,  all  befpangled  with  Stars,  half 
covers  her  Face  over  ;  who  tells  her  that  %s  the 
great  ArchiteH  of  the  tlniverfe  had  ftampt  his  Eternal 
Decrees  upon  a  dark  Fold  of  his  Garment  in  Cha- 
raflers  of  Light,  fo  it  would  be  prafticable  to  ex- 
prefs,  and  to  give  a  Body  to  the  Conceptions  of 
the  Mind,  with  fome  black  Dye  upon  white  Pa- 
per; which  infpite  of  Ot/n;/o»,  would  make  Words 
the  Vehicle  of  Fame,  equally  lafting  with  Obfcurity 
her  felf,  into  which  Oblivion  endeavoured  to  (ink 
Jpatne. 

Art  IS  highly.pleas'd  with  this  Suggeftion  of  Night; 
and,  as  flie  is  preparing  to  make  7«^,  the  Gods  that 
fit  in  yonder  Clouds   with  their  Eyes  intent  upon 
the  Affair    forefeeing   that  this  Invention  would 
advance  Glory  into  the  Number   of  the  Gods,  they  ^ 
ftrive  who  (hall  applaud  her  Defign  firfl:  and  help  ' 
to  bring  it  to  Perfedion.    Bacchut  fupplies  her  with 
Wine,  Jupiter  with  Galls,  Pomona  with  Gum- Arabic, 
f^efta  with  Vitriol,  Phoebus  with  Heat;  which    toge- 
ther with  the  other  Materials,  make  Jw^j  of  which 
thofe  .Bottles  you  fee   there  are  full,  as  likewife 
the  Trenches  you  mull  have  taken  Notice   of  at 
rour  Entrance  :  And   this  is  what   has  procured 
Immortality  to  Glory,  ^ni  is  the  main  Support  of 
ehis  Republick. 

Upori 
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Upon  the  other  Gate  proceeded   Polyiore]  a  ^'i- 
nhri^  that  received   his  Birth   upon  the  Banks  of 
Segura,y  who  pure b^ fed  rather  Envy  than  JVealth  to  himfelf 
by  his  Abilities,  has  engraved  the  Invention  of  Print- 
ing.   There  you  may  fee  how  Religion,  after  the 
feveral  Countries   fhe   has   traverfed  over  in  the 
World,  and  the  Ignorance  and  profane  Abufe  flie 
has  met  with,  at  length  arrives  at  Spain  y  where  the 
Tagui  with  Adoration  receives  her,  and  pays  the  true 
Worfliip  to   her,  erefting  to  her  Temples,  ahd  ac- 
knowledging but  one  fupreme  Being  the  firfi  Caufe 
of  all  Things.    Keligion,  pleased  with  thefe  Demon- 
ftrations  of  Kindnefs  fliewn  her  by  the  Tagui,  does 
in  a  full  Council  of  the  Gods  reprefent  the  Obli- 
gations (he  lies  under  to  the  infinite  Majefty  of^ove  i 
through  whom  the  reft  aft,  not  as  diftinft  from  him, 
but  as  Parts  derived  from  his  Eternal  Eflence.  The 
Council,  after  fome  Deliberation  upon  the  impor- 
tant Service  done  to  Religion,  unanimoufly  almoft  a- 
greed,  that  the  leaft  they  can  do  is  to  enlarge  the 
Dominion  of  the  Tagu^  to  the  utmoft  Bounds  of 
Europe,  quite  to  the  Coafts  of  Africa.    But  Oceanus^ 
the  Father  of  the  Gods,  thinking  this  too  mean  a 
Return  for  fuch  a-Nation,  propofes  to  the  reft  that 
other  Divifion  of  the  World,  which  either  was  ne^ 
ver  known,  or  elfe  has  been  forgot   by  Men  fince 
the  profound  Depths  ahd  mountanous  Heaps  of  Wa- 
ters have  disjoined  it  from  the  Triple  Continent.    The 
Difcovery  and  Conqueft  of  this  new  World,  fays 
the  God,  is  but  a  juft  Reward  for  fo  brave  and  pi- 
ous a  Peojjle  as  the  Spaniards.    All  the  Gods  concur 
with  him  in  his  Opinion ;  and.  as  it  is  too  difficult 
a  Defign  to  be  brought  about  by  ordinary  Means, 
it  being  next  to  an  ImpofTibility  almoft  to  reduce 
to  Obedience,  and  civilize  fuch  vaft  Nations,  and 
at  fuch  aDiftance  from  one  another   with.afmall 
Number  of  Men ;  the  Celeftial  Conclave  difpenfes,- 
out  of  their  infinite  Wifdom,  the  convenient  Means 
C  2.  for 
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fof  .effe^Sing  it./  Nereus,  facilitating  the  Voyage 
'■tHithe'r  by  ffie  .Help  of  the  Loadftone  j  Man  invent- 
-ing  Gunpowder  ;  Fulc an  fnrnifhed  them  with  Artil-r 
lery,  wherewith  the  Spaniards,  as  if  arm'd  with  Thun- 
.der,  may  fubdue  the  Barbarians  by  Multitudes ;  and 
the  better  to  propagate  Religion  by  the  Help  of  Books, 
Mercury,  to  excufe  them  not  only  from  the  immenfe 
Labour  of  Scribes,  but  their  Ignorance  and  Errors 
X0O5  inventing  Types  j  which  Fulcan  there  is  caft- 
ing  in  Lead  and  other  hard  Metal;  and  *  Phiton, 
Jie  who  Hands  a  little  behind  Vulcan,  is  blending 
together  Soot  with  Linfeed  Oil]  with  which  flimy 
Matter  the  Types  being  fmeared  over,  and  after- 
wards prefs'd,  leave  their  Impreflion  upon  the  Pa- 
per; fo  that  now  one  ever  fo  ignorant,  may  draw 
off  almoft  infinite  Numbers  of  Sheets  in  a  Day's 
Time,  altho'  not  able  to  write  a  Word. 

Such  Mafterly  Art  ran  through  the  Work  of  the 
Gat^s,  that  I  could  not  but  imagine  Ingennuity  her 
ftlf  to  refide  there  :  And  as  I  advanced  further  in, 
I  call  my  Eyes  upon  the  Portraits  of  the  Inventors 
of  Letters  difpofed  in  feveral  Niches  :  The  firfl: 
W-ere  the  Chaldeans,  next  the  Affyrians  and  Phceniciam; 


.  '*^  Wl)o  this  Phiton  n?^,  T  no  where  fnd ;  nor  do  I 
thinJi  iifiely  that  he  was  the  Inventor  of  Printing  InJ( ;  for 
Polydore  Virgil,  whom  cur  Author  has  chiefly  foUow'd, 
tnmions  aGentleman.hy  Name  Joannes  Cuthenbergus, 
as  the  Inventor  both  of  Printing  and  of  thu  Sort  of  In\:  Hh 
jVords  are  thefe, — ^ — Imprimendarum  literarum  ar- 
lem  excogitavit  (Joannes  [Cuthenbergus.)  - — non 
minore  induftria  reperto  ab  eodem,  prout  ferunt 
Audlore  (Joanne  videlicet  fupra  di<5lo)  novo  Atra- 
menti  genere^  quo  nunc  Literarum  Impreffores  tan- 
tum  utuntur.  Vid.  Polydor.  Virg.  de  rerum  In- 
,v<ent,  Ub.  %*  cap,  7. 

and 


LETTERS,  29 

and  among  them  .were  more-emjheptly  confpicu- 
ous,  FMamedes,  the  Inventor  of  four  Letters^  5i>wa-! 
nides  who  found  out  as  many  more  ;  and  Cddfnm  the? 
Inventor  of  Sixteen.  *  Claudius  Cafar  likewiie  was 
honoured  with  his  Pifture  there,  for  the  Addition, 
he  made  to  the  Greet  Language  of  four  Letters. 
Two  fupercilious  Grammarians  in  an  old-fafliion'A 
Drefs,  with  Beards  down  to  their  very  Girdles, 
loaded  with  Satchels,  and  great  Bunches  of  Kfeys, 
were  the  Porters  to  thefe  Gates:  So  intolerable 
was  their  Arrogance,  and  fo  infolently  proud 
were  they  of  their  Charge,  that  would  my  Curip- 
fity  have  permitted  me,  Ifhould  certainly  have 
turn  d  back,  rather  than  be  obliged  to  them  foe 
Entrance.  I  no  fooner  pafs'd  through  the  Gate, 
but  a  fine  Edifice,  with  a  large  Area,  or  Quadrangle 
Opening  before  it,fo  alarm'd  my  Curiofity,that  it  im- 
mediatelyput  me  upon  asking  Polydore  what  it<  was; 
who  anlwered,  That  it  was  the  Cuftofn-Houfe,  or 
BrobationOfficey  where  all  the  Books  fent  to  the  Re- 
publick,  from  all  Parts  of  the  World,  were  brought. 
The  whole  Place  was  cover  d  over  with  Loads  of 
Books.  Some  Carriages,  it  was  remarkable,  were 
fadly  put  to  it,  to  drag  only  one  Book  at  a  Time, 
the  Beafts,  panting  and  dropping. with  Sweat:  So 
infupportable  a  Load  is  Stupidity,  as  to  make  the 
very  Sides  of  a  Mule  crack  to  bear  it.  Thefe  Loads  of 
Books  were  put  under  the  Examination  of  feveral 
grave  Cenfors.  each  recognizing  thofe  Books  thac 
fell  under  his  Profeffion ;  who,  after  a  flridl  Peru- 
fal,  only  admitted  fuch  for  the  Service  of  the  Re- 
publick,  as  were  the  genuin  Iflue  of  their  Authors 


*  Claudius  invented  only  three  Letters ;  Vid,  Taciti 
Annal.  lib.  1 1,  and  Suetonius  in  Vita  Claudii  fub. 
finem. 
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and  well  done ;  fuch  as  might  improve  the  under- 
ftanding,  and  be  of  Ufe  to  Mankind.    But  as  for 
the  reft,  not  to  lofe  the  Paper,  though  the  Work 
,was  good  for  nothing,  they  very  prudently,  defign- 
rd    them   for   the  domeftic  Services  and  Occafions 
of  the  Republick,  laughing  at  the  vain  Appetite 
the  Authors  of  them  thirfted  with  after  Glory.    I 
drew   up   to   one  of  the  Cenfors,  who  had  I  percei- 
,ved,   under  his   Infpeftion  all  the  Lavp-BoofiSj  and 
he  being  quite  furfeited  with  the  Immenfe  Heaps 
cf  Codes ,  Trafts,  Decifions,  and  Councils,    mad^ 
this  Exclamation  ;  O  ^^upiter  !  if  thou  haft  any  Re- 
gard for  Things  below,  why  doft  thou  not  favour 
lis  every  hundred  Years,  at  leaft  with  a  ^uftinian'^  or 
elfe  let   loofe  upon    us    whole    Swarms  of  Goths, 
who  may  put  a  Stop  to  this  Inundation,  as  it  were, 
of  Books.    And   without  opening   any  more,  h^ 
gave  them  by  the  Grofs  to  light  Fires  Mith,  and 
to  put  Fifh  or  Hog's  Lard  in. 

The  Cenfor  of  the  Books  of  Poetry  Jiad  whok 
Waggon-Loads  of  Poems^  Comedies,  Tragedies, 
Satirs,  Eclogues  both  Paftotal  ajnd  Pifcatorial, 
j)rought  to  him. 

The  amorous  Pieces  the  old  Gentleman  very  plea- 
fantly  devoted  to  be  made  Patch-Papers  of,  for  the 
l^adies,  to  wind  Worfted  upon,  or  wrap  upSweet- 
Ivleats  or  Kentijh  Cherries  in.  Thp  Satirical,  be  or- 
dered to  be^m.ade  Needle  and  Pin-Paper  of,  to  fold 
up  Pepper  and  Snuff,  or  to  weigh  Things  in: 
put  very  few  of  tl^efe,  when  examined,  proved  wor- 
thy the  being  acquainted  with.  Much  the  fame 
Succefs  had  the  Books  of  Aftronomy,  Aftrology^ 
Necromancy,  Sortileges,  Divinations,  and  Chymi- 
ftry;  for  even  almpft  all  of  them  were  fent  to  be 
iliade  S^cy-Rpckets,  ^nd  other  Firc^Works  of. 

The 
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The  Cenfor   that  received  all  the  Philological 
JBooks  (hewed  great  11  neafinefs  in  his  Face,  being 
up  to  the  Head  and  Ears  in  Commentaries,  Quarriesi, 
Annoutionei,  ScholU,   Obfervationss,  Caftiimones,   Cemur'n^^ 
and  Lucubrationes:  But  every  now  and  then  he  would 
break  out  into  great  Fits  of  Laughter  at  the  Gregfi 
Titles.  Latin  Books,  aratliersin  the  Vulgar  Tongue., 
were  decorated    with  5  whereby  the  Authors  fot- 
tiflily  imagined  to  give  Authority  to  their  Works; 
juft  as  Fathers  put  of  the  fame  Kind  of  Vanity,  ar^ 
apt  to  give  their  Children  the  Names  of  Charles  an4 
Pompey,  thinking  that  the  Names  wjll  infufe  into 
them  the.  Bravery  and  Greatnefs  of  thofe  renown- 
ed Men.    Spmeof  thefe  Books  the  Cenfor  kept*,  bu^ 
moft  of  them  he  ordered  for  the  Apothecaries  to 
entitle  their  Pots  with,  which  are  ufually  entitur 
led  with  Gre€^  altho'  the  Simples  contained  in  *etn. 
be  of  the  Growth  of  feveral    Nations.    I  fmiled 
at  the  Application  he  made  of  them,  and  could  not 
but    admire     the    pleafaiit    MaJiiicr    he    puniflied 
the  Vanity  of  thofe  too,  who  fcattered  Up  and 
down  their  ^orks  Scraps  ofGreefi. 

Moft  of  the  Hiftorical  Books  were  excluded  the 
Cuftom-Heufe ;  and  ordered  to  be  cut  into  Triumphal* 
Arches  Feftoons,  and  other  Paper  Figures  j  as  thofe 
of  Phyfic,  were  converted  into  Wads  for  Guns,  as^ 
mortal  to  the  full  as  Ball;  and  thofe  of  natural 
Philofophy,  were  to  be  cut  iato  Paper  Cats  and 
Dogs.  ■    .'-vur.^^. 

At  this  Junfture  there  arrived  from  feveral  Parts 
in  the  North,  from  France  ^nd  7t^//,  Mules  laden  with 
Books  of  Politicks,  and  other  State  Matters,  num- 
berlefs  Aphorifms  and  Commentaries  upon  Tacitus, 
the  Republicks  of  Plato  and  Ariftotle.  This  noifom 
and  pernicious  Baggage  fell  under  the  Cenfure  of  , 
G  4  a  venerable 
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«  venerable  Elder,   whofe  grave  Countenance  be- 
fpoke  the    Wifdom  and   Candor    of   his  Mind  j 
who,  when  he  beheld  thofe  Loads,  cry'dout^  "  O 
**  you  Books!  that  are  openly  acknowledged  to  be 
r  dangerous,  in  which  Religion  and  Truth   are 
*'  made  to  ferve  a  Turn  and  a  Conveniency  >  what 
*•  Tyrannies  have  you  fet  up  in  the  World  ?  and 
,**  how  many  Kingdoms  and  Common-wealths  have 
*'  your  Councils  overturn'd  >Up6n  Deceit  and  Mi' 
**  lice  It  is,  that  you  pretend  to   ground  the  Pre- 
f'  fervationand  Security  of  States  upon,  little  con- 
•*  fidering  of  how  fhort    Duration  fuch  muft  be, 
^  that  ftand,  upon  fuch    falfe  Bottoms:  Whereas 
^  Religion  and  Truth  only  eftablifli  Government 
•'  upon  fix'd  and  immoveable  Foundations.    Happy; 
'^  therefore  alone  is  that  Prince,    who,    by   the 
^  Strength  of  his  own  Genius,  learns  bleffedly  to 
•*  reign  with  Prudence,"  I  very  confiderately  weighed 
thefe  important  Refleftions,  and  concluded  from 
the  Scope  of  them,  that  he  would  condemn  thefe 
Books  to  be  made  Paper-Mills  of,  to  be  carried-  a- 
M'B.y  by  every  Wind,  or  elfe  into  Vi^or-Masfisyfrnce 
that  the    whole  Study  of  Politicians,  is  to  glofr 
over  Palfhood,  and  to  make  it  refemble  Truth  j  and, 
with  an  artfulDiffimulation  of  their  Knavery,  to 
difguife  their  Defigns.    But,  however,  he  ordered 
them  direftly  for  the  Fire,  giving  this  for  h/sRea- 
fpn.  That  the  Paper  of  them  carried  fo  much  Ve-' 
nom  in  it,  that  tofuflfer  them  to  go  about  in  Shops' 
only  by  Pieces,  would  be  to  endanger  the  publi^k 
Peace;  and  therefore  it  was  much  the  fafeft  Way, 
to  commit  them  to  the  Flames.    This  rigorous  Pro- 
cedure of  his,  made  me  (brink  up  my  Shoulders  for 
fear  of  my  Political  Emblems,  altho'  I  had  compofed 
them  with  the  greatefl:  Regard  to  Religion,  Reafon, 
arid  Juftice.    It  affefted  me  with  fo  great  a  Concern 
to  fee  the  Labpur  of  fo  many  Men  quite  flung  a-^ 
iviay/that  Icotildiiolbng^  Attend  to'the  ifevere 
"  -  ^  -  "  ^  Examination, 
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Examination, 'l)Ut  entered  forthwith  into  the  Cuftom- 
Houfe  ]  where  I  was  diverted  in  a  four-fquare  Hall, 
at  the  Hurly-Burly  there  was  in  weighing  of  Authors 
Talents,   and  fetling   to   each   their  true  Worth. 
Upon   the  Roof  of  the  HalL  was  drawn  all  the 
Brightnefs  of  the  eighth  5]^fcre  with  the  feveral  Con- 
ftellations,  Ithe    Zodiac,   adorn  d  with   its    twelve 
Signs,  in^erfefting    the    Sphere,    and    from  the   four 
Corners, Upon  which  this  Circle  was  drawn,  there 
rufh'd  forth  the  four  Winds;  the  Eaji  Wind  came 
forth   wrapt  in  white  Clouds ;  the  IVeft,  ruddy   and 
turbulent;  the  South  Wind  breathed  out  Flowers; 
and  the  North  (hook  out  of  his  gloomy  Mantle,  Snor^ 
and  Hail,    Upon  the  four  Sides  were  defcribed  the 
Seafons  of  the  Year;  the  Spring  was  crown'd  with 
Rofes  ;  the  Summer  fliew'd  her  felf  deck  d  with  Ears 
of  Corn ;  Autumn  with  Fine-leaves ;  and*  ^wrer  appeared 
Covered  over   with  dry  and   parch'd  up  Brambles. 
In  the  Middle  of  the  Hall,  there  hung  up   zKoman 
Balance,  with  a  fmall  Weight  hard  by  it;  at  which 
Mens  Talents   were  weighed    by    the   Pound  and 
Ounce  y  but  their  Judgments    only   by  Drams    and 
Struples.    And   hard  by,  at  the  Light  of  a  Window, 
flood  *  Hernando  de  Herrera^Xuiximmg  up  with  clofe  At- 
tention the  feveral  Weights,  and  comparing  the 
Talents  of  one  Author  with  thofe  of  another  by 
a  Touch-ftone;  wherein  he  was,   methought,   very 
liable   to    fome  Miftakes/lnafmuch  that  Wits  are 
not  always  what  they  feefri  to  be;  fome  being  at 
firft  Sight  lively,  and  to  appearance  very  fprightly,* 
although  of  little  or  no  Sterling  worth.    Others  a- 
gain  without  making  the  ieaft  Often tation  or  out- 
ward Shew,  poffefs  great  Shares  of  it.    However. 
I  was  defirous  (as  he  was  one  greatly  converfant 


*  An  Eminent  Spanifli  Writer.    Vid.  Antonii  Bib- 
lioth.  Hifpan, 

in 
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in  ioth  the  lulkn  and  Spmjh  modern  Poets)  to  en* 
quire  of  him  the  Efteem  he  held  them  in ;  to  which, 
as  I  very  civillv  asked  him,  he  as  civilly  made  An- 
fwer,  When  the  Roman  Empire  fell,  faid  he,  it  car- 
ried along  with  it  into  Ruin,  as  is  ufual  the  Arts 
and  Sciences;  but  when  that  Bulk  of  Greatneft 
became  divided,  and  cantoned  out  into  particular 
Dominions  and  Governments  over  Italy  Peace  a- 
gain  lifted  up  her  Head,  and  the  Arts  and  Sciences 
began  to  flourifli  anew. 

Petrarcha  was  the  firft,  who,  in  that  dark  Confu* 
fion  of  Ignorance,  ftruck  out  from  his  own  Geni- 
us, as  from  a  rich  Flint,  Sparks  that  ^ave  Light  to 
the  Italian  Poetry.  His  Spirit,  Elegancy,  Beauty, 
and  Erudition,  equal  him  to  the  moft  diftinguifhed 
among  the  antient  Poets. 

Pante,  in  ftudyingto  fliew  the  Scholar,  ceafed  to 
be  the  Poet ;  and,  in  fliewing  the  Poet,  appeared 
leaft  the  Scholar;  for  he  foars  above  ordinary  Un- 
derftandings,  mifling  his  Aim  to  inftruft  with  De- 
light, which  is  the  Life  of  Poetry,  nor  imitating 
well,  which  is  the  Form  of  it. 

Lewi  Ariojlo,  through  the  Richnefs  of  his  Vein, 
and  the  Fertility  of  his  Invention,  broke  the  fa- 
cred  Laws  of  an  Epic  Poem  in  the  Unity  of  it ;  who 
not  confining  himfelf  to  one  Heroe,  celebrates  a 
great  many  in  one  entertaining  and  ingenious 
Difcourfe;  but  the  Thread  offtis  often  interrup- 
ted, and  not  fine  enough  :  And  Mariano,  in  hisuddo* 
nk,  followed  him  in  this  Licence,  being  more  in- 
tent to  pleafe  than  inftruft,  whofe  Invention  and 
Elegancy  form  a  beautiful  Parterre  with  feveral  Beds 
«f  Flowers  in  it. 

Jiiriuat0 
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Torquato  Tajfo  obferves  with  a  more  religious  Awe 
he  Precepts  of  the  Art  in  his  Poem,  which  ought 
lot  to  be  approached,  but  with  Refpefl:  and  Reve^ 
ence. 

And  what  happened  to  the  to/i^m  fell  out  incom- 
non  to  the  Spaniards  j  for,  while  their  Necks  lay  un* 
ler  the  Jfrican  Yoke,  they  were  fo  harafs'd  with 
:ruel  Serpents  coming  over  among  them  from  the  fe- 
deral Provinces  of  Africa,  that  their  Mufes  were 
"righten'd  away  into  their  Retirement  upon  the 
Mountains  to  tune  their  Inftruments;  till  fuan  de 
^e?2^  removed  their  Fear;  and  amidft  the  Noife  and 
Din  of  Arms,  drew  them  forth  from  their  Solitude, 
to  raift  the  agreeable  Harmony  of  their  Voices:  In 
him  there  is  a  great  deal  to  be  learn'd  and  admired, al- 
tho'  not  the  beft  to  be  imitated;  for  fo  horrid  were 
their  Laws  of  Confonants  that  fprang  up  in  the 
Midft  of  Ignorance,  as  that  they  were  contented 
with  putting  their  Conceptions  into  Couplets,  tho* 
ever  fo  ordinary.  After  him  flouriflied  the  Mar- 
quis de  SamiUana,  Gorci  Sanchez.  Coftana,  Cartagena  and 
pthers,  who  came  by  little  and  little  to  apply  the 
File  to  their  Works. 

Aufias^  March  writ  in  the  Dialed  of  lemofina.  and 
fliews  himfelf  a  Mafter  in  the  Theory  or  fpeculative 
Part  o^Loye^  who  gave  Hints  to  Petrarcha,  whicH 
he,  with  his  more  elegant  Pen,  improved,  and  in 
a  Manner  made  his  own. 

When  the  Times  grew  more  polite,  Garcitajfo  a- 
rofe,  who,  by  the  Strength  and  natural  Efficacy  of 
his  Genius,  and  the  Afliftance  he  had  from  Foreigners, 
carried  Poetry  to  a  more  exalted  Pitch.  He  was  the 
Chief  in  the  Lyric  Kind,  who,  with  his  Sweetnefs, 
Signifkancy,  and  well-chofen  Words,  unveil  d  the 

Sentiments 
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Sentiments  of  the  Mind;  which  to  exprefs,  as  it 
more  properly  belongs  to  Songs  and  Elegies;  he  in 
them  even  out-did  himfelf,  elegantly  difplaying 
the  AfFedions,  and  carrying  them  along  with  him 
wherever  he  pleafed;  and,  if  in  his  Sonnets,  he  may 
feem  negligent  and  carelels,  it  is  to  be  charged  up- 
on the  Times  he  lived  in:  In  his  Ecloguei  he,  with 
great  Decency,  makes  ufe  of  pleafing  and  well-turn'd 
Expreflions,  that  have  the  Air  of  the  Country,  and 
favour  of  the  Village,  but  without  theBooriflinefs 
and  Rancor  of  it ;  of  which  Mantuana  and  Enz^indy 
in  their  Eclogue^,  are  full.  He  tempers  the  Ruftici- 
ty  with  the  Elegance  of  his  choife  Words,  after 
the  Pattern  of  ViriiL 

.  In  Portugal  flouriflied  Cdmoeu  the  Honour  of  that 
-Kingdom.  He  was  foft,  amorous,  full  of  Conceits, 
and^  excellent  in  both  the  Lyric  and  Epic  Kind  of 
Writing.  And  Bofcan,  a  Cotemporary  of  Garcilaffo, 
as  he  writ  in  a  Language  not  his  own,  deferves  the 
greater  Praife,  and  is  the  more  excufable  for  fome 
Improprieties. 

To  thefe  fucceeded  Viego  de  Mendoz^a.  who  is  lively 
and  furprizing  in  his  Sentiments  and  Fancy,  but 
'  flovenly  and  impolite.  Much  about  the  fame  Time 
flouriflied  Cetina,  who  is  pompous  and  delicate,  but 
wants  Vigor  and  Nerves.  And  then  appeared  with 
greater  Luftre  Lewis  de  Baraona  an  excellent  Scholar, 
and  of  a  noble  Spirit;  butfliar'd  in  common  with 
Aufonim  the  Misfortune  of  having  no  one  to  con- 
fult  with ;  fo  that  he  gave  loofe  Reins  to  his  luxu- 
riant Fancy,  without  either  Reftraint  or  Art.  At 
that  Time,  likewife,  lived  ^um  de  Jrjona  who  fet 
about  the  Tranflation  of  Statius.  animated  with  the 
very  Spirit  of  the  Author;  but  Death  interrupted 
the  Work,  and  left  it  only  begun:  In  which  he 
ihews  a  great  Vivacity  and  Genius^  confining  him- 
a:a3..iii;:-..:  felf 
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lelf  to  the  Laws  of  Tranflation,  without  defcend- 
Ing  to  Trifles  j  as  Anguilara,  has  done  in  his  Tranfla- 
pion,  or  rather  Paraphrafe  of  Ovid's  Metamorphofis* 

Von  Atongo  de  Ercilta,  altho'  taken  up  in  the  Hurry 
lind  Occupation  of  Arms,  which  prevented  his  ac- 
luiring  all  the  Learning  neceflary  for  fuch  a  Work, 
Joes  diicover  in  his  Jrancana  a  great  Spirit^  accom- 
panied with  a  rich  and  flowing  Facility. 

About  our  own  Times  there  revived  b,  Martial 
Cordues,  in  the  Perfon  of  Lemm  de  Gongoz^a  the  De- 
light of  the  Mufes,  and  Favourite  of  the  Graces; 
a  great  Mafter  in  th^ Caflillan  Language;  who,  when 
he  delights  himfelf  in  toying  with  it,  and  in  dif- 
playihg  the  Pleafantry  and  pretty  Turns  oi  E^uivo- 
ed  Words  in  it,  he  difcovers  an  incomparable  Sa- 
gacity. And  in  Things  more  ferious,  .when  he 
givesaLoofe  to  his  Imagination,  he  is  exa<5l  and' 
clear,  his  Conceptions  not  being  too  fubtil  and 
refined  to  be  underftood;  which  indeed  was  his 
Cafe  afterwards,  when  he  withdrew  himfelf  from 
the  Vulgar,  and  affeiSed  to  be  obfcure,  aFault,  how- 
ever pardonable  in  him,  even  in  that  he  was  no- 
ile  and  inimitable.  His  Polypbemta  fometimes  ftum- 
Dles  for  want  of  Light;  but  then  he  takes  the  lar-  - 
ger  Stride  for  it :  If  he  fometimes  lofes  himfelf  in 
the  Defarts,  he  afterwards  appears  with  the  greater 
Pleafure  to  thofe  who  purfue  him,  and  penetrate 
into  the  Author's  Subtilties.  Bmholomy  Leonardo  de 
Argenfola,  his  Cotemporary,  was  the  Pride  of  Ar- 
ragon.  and  Oracle  of  ApoUo]  whofe  Eloquence,  Eru- 
dition, and  Solidity,  attended  with  fuch  a  noble 
and  fublime  Fancy;  fo  perfpicuous  and  judicious 
aDifpofition  of  his  Words  and  Se  nences,  will  be 
ever  the  Admiration  of  all,  though  to  be  imitated 
but  by  few.  Too  hafty  a  Pen  fully  d  his  Works 
with  ibme  Blemiflies,  which  the  Carelefnefs  of  the 
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Prefs  afterwards  enlarged  ;  a  Misfortune  which  mod 
PofthumoLis  Works  are  liable  to. 

Lopez,  de  Vega,  is  an  illuftrious  Branch  o?  Pamajfu^i 
of  1*0  redundant  an  Invention,  that  he  was  only 
at  aLofs  what  to  choofe.  His  Copioufnel's,  which! 
he  was  too  much  enamoured  with,  made  him  defpifel 
the  Scantinefs  and  Drynefs  of  Art.  His  Works  arel 
like  a  rich  JVcLtdrobe,  wherein  one  may  pick  and  cull|_ 
Jewels  in  the  great  Variety  of  his  Fancy. 

After  the  pleafing  Account  I  was  entertained 
with  by  him  of  thefe  Authors,  not  being  particu- 
cular  in  the  Order  and  Rank  he  difpofed  them  in  ; 
I  was  going  out  of  the  Cuftom-Houfe,  when  the  con- 
fufed  Noife  of  numberlefs  Voices  that  broke  forth 
from  the  Schools  on  one  Side  of  us,  fufpendedmy 
Attention  for  a  while;  till,  by  my  Curiofity  being 
carried  into  them,  I  found  Antonio  de  Nebrija,  Miguel 
de  Alviire:^.  and  others,  inftrufting  Youth  in  Gram- 
mar ^  without  a  thorough  Knowledge  of  which 
none  could  be  admitted  a  DenUen  of  the  Repuhlick. 
The  tirefom  and  infinite  Number  of  Gr^/ww^y  Rules, 
altho*  greatly  reduced  by  Sanchez,  Brocenfii.  in  his 
Learned  Minerva-^  which  was,  however,  enlarged  a- 
gain  by  Ga[per  Schioppm^  fo  burdened  the  Capaciries 
of  the  Youth,  that  a  great  many  through  Impati- 
ence quitted  their  Studies,  altho'  of  fuitable  Abili- 
ties for  Learning;  and,  out  of  the  great  Averfion 
they  bore  to  Grammar,  chofe  rather  to  apply  them- 
felves  to  the  Army,  or  fome  Trade,  to  the  great 
Detriment  of  the  Repuhlick,  of  which  they  were 
thereby  incapable  ever  to  become  Citizens.  Others, 
likewife,  in  attaining  to  an  ordinary  Skill  in  the 
Latin  Tongue,  having  confumed  four  or  five  Years, 
the  beft  Time  of  their  Lives  for  them  to  improve 
in  the  Sciences,  were  at  laft  entire  Strangers  to  the 
ufcful  Parts  of  Knowledge.    It  gave  me  great  Un* 
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afinefs  to  think  that  fo  much  Mifchief  proceeded 
mly  from    Ignorance  ^  and,    therefore,  faid   I  to 
^arro^  how  is  it  that  fo  much  Time  is  flung  away 
n  teaching  only  a  Language    which,  without  Rules, 
►y  Ufe  and  PradiicCj  might  as  well  as  other  Lan- 
uages  be  learned    in  three  or  four  Months?  and 
^'hy   are   not   the  Sciences  taught,  as  the  Grecians 
nd  old  Romans   were  ufed  to  do,    in  the   Mother 
ongues;  fince   that  almofl  all  of  them  are  capa- 
le  of  it?  To  which  his  Anfwer  was,  That  as  moft 
eople  difproved  the  received  Method  of  Teaching 
'rammar   fo    there  were   certain  Cuftoms  that  all 
ifliked,  yet  all   fell  in  with  them:  And  in  ^ainy 
ontinued    he,  the  worft   on't  is,  and  that  not  fo 
Quch  owing   to   the  Method   as  to  the  Negleft  in 
Parents    that  they  don't  take  Advantage   of  the 
younger  Years  of  their  Children,  when  they  are 
apteft   and  heft   difpofed  by  Nature   for  learning 
Languages :  And  the  like  holds  good  in  other  Na- 
tions ;  for  no  fooner  do  Children  begin  to  babble, 
but  forthwith  a  Latin  Accidence,  or  Propria  ^me  Mart- 
bu4,  is  clapp'd  into  their  Hands.    Then,  as  to  the 
Sciences,  it  would  be  altogether    improper  to  ex- 
pofe  and  make  them  common  in  the  Mother-Tongue; 
befides,  that  fince  the  Roman  Empire  was  broke  to 
Pieces  the  Latin  Tongue,  which  was  fo  univerfal 
came  almoft  to  be  loft,  it  was  neceflary  to  preferve 
it,   not  only  upon  account  of  the  many  learned 
Books  writ  in  it,  but  alfo  that  different  Nations 
might  enjoy 'the  Benefit  of  one  another's  Studies, 
and  Improvements,   they  being  made   publick  in 
one  common  and  general  Language  ;  which  could 
not  otherwife  be  brought  about  but  by  the  end- 
lefs  Fatigue  of  Tranflations;  which  disfigure  and 
greatly  impair  the  Strength  of  their  Originals. 
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Behind  the  Schools  were  all  the  moft  famous  Uni- 
verfities  in  the  World;  as  that  o?  *  Berytus,  built 
firft  by  Dioclefian  2Lni  Maximinian,  and  rebuilt  after- 
wards by  the  Emperor  ^z/yizm*^» :  That  like  wife  built ' 
by  Tbeodofius  in  Poland  :  Thofe  of  Padua,  Vienna,  Tn- 
golftat..  Salamanca,  Alcala,  and  others.  The  Students 
were  all  in  aConfufion,  engaged  in  hot  Difputes, 
all  the  Blood  of  their  Bodies  being  fummon'd  up, 
into  their  Faces,  and  tofling  their  Hands  about  in 
the  greateft  Diforderj  all  obftinately  aflerting,  but 
rrot  one  convinced :  Which  fhew'd  me  hoi^  well 
adapted  is  the  Hieroglyphic  of  the  Egyptians,  that 
reprefents  Schools  by  a  Grajhopper^  The  Advantages 
reaped  in  moft  of  thefe  Univerfities  but  little  an- 
fwered  the  Labour  and  Time  fpent  in  them;  for 
Arrogance  far  exceeded  their  Knowledge,  and  more 
was  doubted  amongft  them,  than  really  learned. 
Such  a  Space  of  Time,  not  their  Acquirements  ad- 
vanced them  to  the  Degrees  of  Batchelors  and  Doc- 
tors, nay,  iometimes  Money  alone  procured  them 
their  maernificent  Diplcma's,  and  dubb  d  the  Ignora- 
fjius  Profeffor,  authorizing  him  to  re^d  publick  Leclures, 
and  to  retail  the  Sciences  at  lb  much  per  Qiiar- 
ter. 

Mere  I  was  nx'd  in  Attention  at  the  folemn  Pro- 
ceffion  the  Hiftorians  of  Greece,  Rpme,  and  other  Na- 
tions, made  by  me  in 'a  moft  regular  and  decent 
Order;  whom,  as  they  paffed  me  one  by  one.  Po- 
lydore,  at  my  Requeft,  was  pleafed  to  inform  me, 
of,  giving  me  their  Names  and  Charadlers.  ^  This, 
(faid  he)  that  advances  foremoft  with  that  Clrcum- 
fpeftion,  and  moves  fo  llowly  on,  is  Thucydides ;  who 


^  *  ^  Univerfny  very  famous  for  Lawym  in  the  Time  0/ Juf- 
ftinian  the  Em'Jerory 
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in  Emulation  of  Herodotus,  writ  his  fententi- 
ous  Hiftory  of  the  Peloponnefian  War:  He  that  next 
comes  fo  penfive,  and  with  a  down-cafl:  Counte- 
nance, is  Poly biusy  who  writ  forty  Books  of  the  P;i- 
nic  Wars ;  but  we  have  only  five  of  them  left; 
which  have  in  a  Manner  efcaped  the  Injury  of  Time, 
but  not  the  Malice  of  Sebaftian  Maccioj  who  has  thro* 
Ignorance  treated  him  ill,  not  knowing  that  his  De- 
fign  was  not  to  give  a  naked  Relation  bi^ly  of 
Things,  but  likewife  to  inftruft.  *'  ^»"  »;' 

And  he  that  follows  in  the  loofe  arid  plaitl 
Drefs,  whofe  Countenance  difcovers  an'ingeniou^ 
and  prudent  Mind,  that  fets  free  from  the  bafe 
Slavery  of  Flattery,  is  Plutarch  ;  fo  great  a  Mafter 
in  both  the  Arts  Military  and  PoliticaL  that,  as  Bodik 
has  obferved  of  him^  he  may  p^fs  for  an  Umpire 
in    both.  A  -  .     i     :       ^ 

■iv,U   f;oia   Ic^ 

The  other  that  approaches  with  that '^afj^  ^Mi 
fmiling  Countenance  that  lively  and  engaging 
Air,  is  Xenophon,  call'd  by  Laertim,  the  Atbenim 
Mufcj  and  by   others  more    ri^evly^thQ  Attic 'Be^* 

He  in  that  fhort,  but  neat  and  elegant  Dreft, 
is  Salttifi,  a  profefs'd  Enemy  to  Cicm\  whofe concife 
Brevity  comprehends  more  than  the  moft  verbofe 
Eloquence ;  which,  however,  was  cenfured  by  Jfi^ 
iui  PoUio.^  and  *  Seneca,  who  think  him  obfcure,  bold 


*  I  wonder  hortf  the_  Author  happen  d  to  charge  Senecz 
7J  common  with  PoIJio,  as  agreeing  with  the  latter  in  the' 
judgment  he  made  of  Salluft.  Pallia,  indeed,  writ  a  Booi^ 
^xprefly  to Jhew  his  Faults y  but  Seneca,  (fbeiTro-  where feem^, 
'hat  I  remember,  to  concur  with  him  in  his-  Opinion,  nay, 
f)  far  was  Seneca  from  it,  that  he  rather  trdeavonrd  to  turn' 
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an  his  Tranflations,  and  his  Sentences  unfiniflied, 
lind  kft  off. 

He  with  the  thick  Eye-brows,  aquiline  Nofe,  and 
f  large  Pair  of  Spedacles,  that  draws  up  this  Way 
with  fliort  but  quicker  Steps  than  the  reft,  and 
Avith  an  unaftefted  and  genteel  Air,  is  Tacitus,  that 
great  Favourite  of  the  Emperor  Claudius ;  who  or- 
dered his  Figure  to  be  put  up  in  all  Libraries,  and  his 
Works  to  be  copied  over  ten  times  a  Year.  All  this 
Diligence,  however,  could  not  refcue  from  Oblivi- 
on the  far  greateft  Part  of  his  Works;  and  thofe 
nve  have  continued  down  to  us,  lay  many  Years 
iuried  in  Obfcurity  before  they  came  to  be  made 
publick  by  a  Germany  who,  with  his  Countryman 
the  Inventor  of  Gun-Powder,  makes  it  aQueftion, 
lyhich  made  the  World  the  worft  Prefent.  Such 
tyrannical  Doftrines  run  through  thefe  Works, 
and  fuch  deadly  Poifon  has  been  imbibed  from 
this  Fountain,  that  Budaus  calls  him  the  moft  flagi- 
tious among  Writers.  But  fo  great  a  Hazard 'do 
thofe  run  that  write  under  arbitrary  Princes,  that 
if  ihey  praift  them,  they  are  fure  to  pafs  for  faw- 
ning Flatterers ;  if  they  reprove  them,  and  pry 
fiarrowly  into  their  Vices,  they  are  then  thought 
fpightful  and  malicious.  But,  however,  this  Ca- 
lumny charged  upon  him  by  Budaeu  is  wiped  off, 
and  made  up  to  him  by  others,  who  as  laviflily 
tcommend  him,  Fliny  calling  him  Eloquent,  Vopifcm. 
Spmim.  zrvA  Adoniui,  loading  him  with  the  greateft 
Encomiums. 


n  the  Praife  o/Salluft,  what  Livy  wouid  perverfely  have  lool{ 
li\e  mean  and  ^^edin  him.  Vid.  Voffide  Hiftor.  Lat. 
&  Senec.  Controver.  zj.  lib.  5. 

Mind. 
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Mind,  mind,  ((kid  Polydm)  th&t  ferene  CounCe* 
nance,  thofe  prominent  Lips  that  diftil  very  Ho- 
n-ey;  obferve  wellhis  Drefs,  all  embroider'd  with 
Flowers.  This  is  Titus  Livy,  of  equal  Glory  to  the 
Romans,  with  the  extent  of  their  Empire.  Hefhun'd 
the  Impiety  of  Po/yW»5,  but  gave  indeed  into  its  op- 
pofite  Superftition,  which  ufually  hapfjens,  that 
avoiding  one' Faulty  we  wnlaqfcWy  fall  into  ano*. 
ther.  '     ^^(■-lA  '^r^yinli.f  '::ii'^}  i:'  r:'    ;:  ^:";r:*i'/'^ 

Now  carry  your  Attention  towards  him  thaf 
follows :  Take  Notice  of  his  Particular  Garb,  which 
in  its  Way  is  fo  perfefl:,  that  to  pretend  to  alter, 
would  be  to  fpoil  it:  This  is  Suetomus.Yon  may  per- 
fe(Sly  fee  by  his  Countenance  the  Uheafinefs  of 
his  Mind,  how  fcornfuUy  he  difdains  the  Syco- 
phantry  of  Courts,  or  to  connive  at  the  Faults 
of  Princes,  tho'  ever  fo  fmall;  if  fuch  may  be  called 
fo,  that  thofe  at  the  Helm  commit  5  whofe  Actions 
being  fo  confpicuous,  the  Vulgar  blindly  follow, 
either  through  Flattery,  or  fome  other  hafe  and 
fervile  Principle,  not  confidering  whether  they  be 
good  or  bad.  For  as  fome  Jewels,  tho'  with  Flaws 
in  them,  receive  an  additional  Value,  not  their 
own,  by  the  Opinion  the  Vulgar  entertains  of  them, 
and  are  preferred  to  richer  and  more  pretiousones; 
fo  the  Aftions  of  Princes,  tho'  bad  and  vicious, 
pafs  for  good  and  <:ommendable  ones  among  their 
Subjefts,  who,  preferably  to  all  others,  follow 
thofe  Aftions  they  have  their  Head  a  Prefident 
for. 

He  thatfli^'^^  btmfelf  next  with  a  Sword  in  on* 
Hand,  and  his  Pen  in  the  other,  is  ^ulmCafar,  who 
is  as  unparaleird  for  the  Bravery  of  the  one,  as 
he  is  inimitable  in  the  Elegancy  of  the  other  ;  up- 
on whom  Nature  has  employed  her  utmoft  EflPorts, 
D  2-  in 
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in  finifhing  both  the  Soldier  and  Scholar,  enno- 
Hing  htm  with;  an  exquifite  Judgment,  fo  that  ''he 
Ihew  his  Perfeftions  to  the  greateft  advantage,  and 
his  Weaknefles  he.moft  artfully  difTembled,  But, 
indeed,  who  is  fo  clofe  an  Adherent  to  the  Truth, 
as  to  difcover  his  own  Imperfeftions  ?  or  can  fet 
fo  loofe,  andat  fuch  a  Diftance  from  himfelfas  to 
jbe  able  to  difcerti  them  >  For  if  we  are  fo  biafs'd 
3by  AfFeftion  in  reprefenting  other  Mens  Aftions, 
jutting  them  in  quite  different  Lights,  how  likely: 
are  we  to  be  over-fway'd  by  it  when  we  fpeak  of 
ourfelves  ?  and  that  efpecially  when  our  Abilities 
and  Bravery  are  the  Matters  in  queftion  > 

The  genteel  but  plain  Drefs,  handfom  but  not 
tawdry,  of  him  that  follows,  continued  Polydorey 
readily  difcovers  to  you  that  this  is  Phitip  de  Comineir 
whofe  unaflfefted  Air  and  Countenance  feem  to 
intimate  the  Solidity  of  his  Judgment.  The  other 
in  a  flovenly  and  impolite  Habit,  with  his  long 
Beard,  is  Guiciardim.  that  fworn  Enemy  to  the  Houfe 
of  Urbin,  He  in  the  thick  Rug,  which,  as  thick  as 
it  is,  hardly  keeps  him  warm,  is  Paulus  ^ovim,  a 
Flatterer  of  the  Marquis  del  Bafto,  and  the  Houfe  of 
Medkei,  but  aprofeft  Enemy  to  the  Spaniards,  whicb 
are  Faults  tliat  juftly  decry  his  Hiftory.  .  *  ^ 

Laftly  came  up  Zurita  in  the  Rear,  covered  with 
a  large  Garment  trailing  after  him,  and  accompa- 
nied by  Don  Peigo  de  Mendoz^a^  who  was  quick  and 
lively  in  his  Motions.  To  thefe  followed  Tefty 
Mariana^,  who,  to  acquire  the  Reputation  of  a  faith- 
ful and  impartial  Hiftorianamongfl:  other  Nations, 
toQk  care  not  to  fpare  his  owti,'  nay,  and  often^ 
to  condemn  it  in  Matters  quitje  doubtful:  He  af- 
fefted  Antiquity,  and  as  others  pull  their  Beards- 
purpofely  to  look  the  younger,  he,  on  the  con- 
trary, did  it  to  make  himfelf  appear  the  older. 

When 
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When  the  Proceflion  was  en^ed,  we  continued 
on  our  W^x,,  till  on  ^ach  Side,  I  tgok  Notice,' 
there  were  the  moft  celebrated  Libraries,,  both  an- 
tient  and  modern.  As  th^t  :of  Ptolomy  PhiUdeiphus, 
adorned  with  ^ooooo  Volums  j  thQ  Vaucan  -^  that 
of  St.  Ambrofe  at  Milan  of  40000  Books  j  and  feve-; 
ral  others.  Among  the;  endlefs  Variety  of  Books 
we  light  upon,  fome  the  moft  Antient  w.ere  writ- 
upon  Palm-Tree  Leaves  finely  ftitch'd  together,  and 
like  wife  upon;  the  Film  peeled  off*  between  theBarfc 
and  Trunk  of  Trees  ;  "which,  as  its  called  Liber  in 
Latin,  it  gave  the  Name  of  Ltber  to  a  Book.  Others, 
again,  were  writ  on  Sheets  of  Lead,  and  on  Ta- 
bles covered  over  with  Wax,  the  Chara(5ters  where- 
on  were  ijiade  by  an  Iron  Pin,  called  Stylus  among 
the  Romans  y  from  whence  came  the  Expreflion  of  a 
good  or  bad  Style-  Others  we  found  done  upon  the 
inmoft  Peel  of  a-Rufli,  found  in  Egypt  about  the 
Time  Alexander  fubdued  it;  tho'  fome  date  the  In: 
Vention  of  it  much  higher ;  which  is  called  Papy^ 
rus.  and  from  thence  arofe  the  Name  of  Paper. 
Some  were  writ  on  the  Skins  of  Beafts,  call  Perga* 
tTiin^y  becaufe  firft  invented  in  Pergamus,  at  the 
Time  that  Ptolomy  Philadelphus  made  an  Edift,  no  Pa- 
per fliould  be  carried  out  of  his  Kingdom;  being 
jealous  of  Eumenes,  King  of  Ferg/^w/zi,  his  compiling 
a  Library  to  vie  with  his  i  even  as  now-a-days  we 
fee  that  Princes,  in  the  Trade  and  Commerce  of 
their  Subjefts,  do  often  emulate  and  envy  one  a- 
nother.  The  Books,  I  obferved,  were  not  bound, 
as  they  are  now;  but  rolled  about  wooden  and 
Ivory  Rolls,  with  filver  or  golden  Nobs  at  the 
End  of  them,  whence  they  took  their  Name  of 
VoUims.  All  thefe  publick  Buildings  were  fo  dif.^ 
pofed  as  that  they  feem'd  to  terminate  fo  many 
Streets;  one  of  which,  methought,  I  was  fuft  en^ 
tring  into,    when  I  found  myfelf  at  the  Top  of 

an 
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an  cafy  Afcent,  that  was  divided  into  feveral  ri- 
fing  Hills;  which  were  furrouM^d  with  ionefom 
Vales,  that  by  the  Solitude  which  teign'd  through- 
out them,  feem  d  defign'd  for  Retirement  and 
Contemplation,  At  certain  Diftanees  there  were 
fcatter  d  up  and  down  in  thefe  Vales,  little  Huts 
or  Shades,  fo  mean  and  naked  of  all  Ornaraents, 
that  nothing  more  could  be  meant  by  them,  than 
as  for  Defences  againft  the  Inclemencies  of  the  Sea- 
forft  ;  wherein,  however,  as  I  afterwards  found,  no 
defpicable  aPart  of  this  Republick  took  up  their 
Abode, 

-( 

The  fir  ft  whereof  that  fell  under  my  Obfervati- 
on,  were  the  Gymnofophijis,  lying  along  upon  the 
Ground  quite  naked,  and  bufily  employed  in  their 
Philofophical  Enquiries. 

And  advancing  a  little  farther,  I  came  to  the  Vruidsl 
who  were  committing  tlieir  facred  Myfteries  to 
Writing. 

The  next  I  pa/Ted,  were  the  Magi  of  Perfia  the 
Chaldeam,  the  Turdetans  of  Spain,  the  Indidn  Brocmani  the 
Kdbinifls  Cabbalifts.Sadduces  2ind  others ;  who  were  all, 
with  the  greateft  Attention^  exploring  into  Nature's 
Secrets  and  carrying  their  Diiquifitions  into  her 
very  inmoft  RecefTes,  to  whofe  rude  and  coarfe 
Labours  it  is,  we  owe  the  firft  Appearance  of  the 
Sciences  And  amongft  them,  I  fpy'd  Prometheus,  who 
for  his  infatiableThirft  after  Knowledge,  was  faid 
to  have  a  Vultur  continually  'gnawing  at  his  Heart : 
He  made  fuch  Difcoveries  in  Arts  that  till  then 
had  lain  hid  from  the  World,  and  by  imparting 
them  to  Mankind  fo  moUify'd  their  Barbarity,  po- 
lifh'd  and  civilized  their  rude  Manners  and  Cu- 
ftoms,  uniting  them  into  Societies,  that  by  a  fmall 
Figure  he  may  be  faid  to  have  new  formed,  them  by 
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inftillng  noble  Sentiments  into  their  earthly  and 
groveling  Bodies,  tniymion,  by  the  clofe  Attenti- 
on, fae  kept  his  Eyes  fix'd  upon  the  Moon,  obfer- 
viitg  her  (everal  Motions  and  different  Pbafes,  feem*4 
downright  enamoured  with  her.  Atim  ftood  fo  in- 
tently gazing  at  the  Stars,  that  to  have  feen  him, 
one  would  have  imagined  he  fupported  the  whole 
Firmament  upon  his  Shoulders.  Proteus,  by  his  nice 
Speculations  upon  the  Rife,  Growth,  and  Tranf- 
mutations  of  Things,  worked  himfelf  into  a  Be* 
lief,  that  ^he  put  on  their  feveral  Forms  and  Nar 
tures. 

In  a  gloomy  Shade,  which  the  tufted  Branches  of 
feveral  Trees  lovingly  confpired  to  make,  were 
lea  ted  the  feven  Wife  Men,  that  Con/lellation  of  Lumi- 
mtieU  rvbich  by  their  borrowed  Light  from  the  Eaft,  Jhone  fo 
bright  all  over  Greece.  They  exhibited  to  us  a  con- 
vincing Demonftration,  that  as  Pride  is  the  ge- 
nuin  Offspring  of  Ignorance,  fo  Modefiy  is  the 
undoubted  one  of  Wifdom:  For  fome  Fiflier- 
Men  of  Ionia  having  by  chance  taken  up  in  their 
Nets  out  of  the  Sea  a  Golden  Tripoi  made  as  it  was 
thought,  by  Vulcan^  they,  to  prevent  all  Difputes 
about  the  true  Owner,  fent  to  coniult  the  Oracle 
upon  it ;  who  returned  Anfwer  it  belonged  to  the 
JVifefi:  Whereupon  it  being  brought  to  Thales.  he 
with  a  becoming  Modefly,  offered  it  to  another, 
who  offered  it  to  the  next  and  this  to  the  fourth, 
till  it  came  to  Solon,  who  prefented  it  to  GOD;  for 
faid  he  in  him  alone  true  Wifdom  dwells.  Which 
Ailion  of  his  may  ferve  to  difabufe  the  Genera- 
lity of  Mankind  of  their  vain  Prefumption  and 
Arrogance. 

By  the  Side  of  a  pleafant  Stream,wereflanding5brr'4- 
te^yPlato,  Clitomachm.CarneadeiznA  other  Philofophers 
of  the  Academic  SeH,  who  were  full  of  Doubts,  never 
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affi-rming  any  Thing  for  certain,  always  withhold- 
ing their  Aflent  from  a  Thing,  'till  forced  from 
them  by  Dint  of  Reafons,  and  Strength  of  Argu- 
ments ;  and  ever  believing  one  Opinion  ftill  more 
-probable  than  another. 

And  a  little  above  them  were  the  Sceptics,  PyrrhuSy 
XenocrateS)  d,nd  An^archas,  Thefe  fcrupuloufly  doub- 
ted every  Thing,  neither  affirming  nor  denying 
afiy  Thin^i  and  when  any  Queilion  was  put  to 
them,  they  Ihrunk  up  their  Shoulders,  giving  to 
underftand  by  that  Innuendo,  that  they  could  not 
be  fure,  or  pofitively,  affirm  any  Thing.  I  could 
not  difcommend  the  Modejfty  of  thefe  Philofophers, 
nor  think  their  Diffidence  of  human  Knowledge 
altogether  without  Reafon.  Inafmuch.  that  to  the 
arriving  at  certain  Knowledge ;  two  Properties  are 
abfolutely  requifite,  the  one  in  him  who  may  be 
faid  to  know,  and  the  other  in  the  Thing  which 
is  the  Objeft  of  our  Knowledge.  The  Underlland- 
ing,  through  which  it  is  that  we  come  at  Know- 
ledge, is  furnifhed  with  its  Ideas  by  the  Senfes, 
both  external  and  internal;  which  as  they  are  apt 
to  loofe  their  Tone  and  Energy,  and  do  often 
vary  and  undergo  feveral  Alterations,  by  being 
differently  affisifted;  and  from  larger  or  fewer  Sup- 
plies of  Spirits;  or,  laftly,  from  the  Finenefs  of 
their  Contexture,  and  Organization,  no  wonder 
fuch  Diverfity  of  Opinions  are  found  amongft  Men  y 
fince  every  one  conceives  quite  differently  of  what 
he  hears  or  fees,  from  another.  And  in  the  Things 
which  we  are  fuppofed  to  know,  the  Uncertainty 
is  nolefs;  for  in  different  Situations  and  Pofitions, 
they  appear  difTerent  with  other  Colours  and  Qua- 
lities; and  as  they  are  placed  farther  or  nearer  to* 
other  Bodies,  they  put  on  various  Forms  and  Ap- 
pearances: Wherefore  as  they  are  ever  variable^ 
and  there  being  no  one  pure  fimple  and  uncom- 
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pounded  Body,  we  can't  fafely  affirm  that  fucfi' 
and  fuch  Things  really  are,  but  barely  fay  that 
they  feem  to  be  fo  and  fo  5  which  only  amounts  to 
an  Opinion,  and  not  topofitiveand  certain  Know- 
ledge Befides,  not  to  pafs  over  the  greater  Incer- 
taintyftill,  that  Plato omtvvts  in  Things;  the  pure 
and  unmix'd  Nature,  fays  he  of  Things  being  fo 
fully'd  with  Alloy,  and  concealed  under  fuch  dif- 
ferent Modifications  and  Compofitions,  it  quite 
efcapes  our  bodily  Eyes:  We  only  perceive  the 
bare  Reflexions  and  Shadows,  as  it  were,  of  the 
Things  themfelves  j  and  therefore  come  vaftly  fhort 
of  real  Knowledge.  v 

In  another  Quarter  were  the  Vogtnatijls,  who  main- 
tained their  Tenents  to  be  certain  and  inconteftable  : 
They  diftinguiflied  all  Things  into  Good  and  Bad, 
which  neceifarily  kept  their  Minds  in  a  very  uneafy 
and  troublefom  Pofture,  either  in  anxioufly  fliun- 
ning  the  one,  or  purfuing  the  other.  The  Scepticlis,f 
methought,  had  vifibly  the  Advantage  of  thefe  ; 
for  as  they  judged  all  Things  to  be  indifferent, 
they  were  free  from  all  Uneafinefs,  either  in  co- 
veting tf'ie  one  or  in  avoiding  the  other;  fo  that 
their  Felicity  was  entirely  independent  of  both; 
but  Quyt  Philofophi  tot  Sententia:  And  from  the  im- 
menfe  Variety  of  Mens  Natures  and  Tempers, 
fpru^ig  up  numberlefs  Sefts  and  Schools. 

There  were  up  and  down  among  the  reft,  we 
obferved  a  Set  of  walking  Philofophers;  whom  by 
their  Tpfe  dixifs^  I  perceived  to  be  the  Peripatetics* 
The  Stoici  next  difcovered  themfelves,  who  were  ob- 
truding upon  others  with  their  Paradoxes  and  Cbl-- 
fj7ara%  reducing  all  Things  under  a  Neceffity  and 
Fate,  ftripping  themfelves  of  all  Humaniry  in  the 
Contempt  they  fliewed  for  the  Goods  of  Mankind; 
E  and 
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and  depriving  the  Soul  of  its  Paffions  and  Affec- 
tions* 

Advancing  forwards  to  another  Set,  called  the 
TythagoreanSy  I  found  them  buried,  as  it  were,  in  Si- 
lence: There  every  Thing  was  hufli'd  and  ftill,  but 
very  few  of  them  venturing  to  fpeak  each  fo- 
lemnly  obferving  the  five  Years  of  Taciturnity  en*' 
joined  them:  And  prefently  after  we  met  the  Epi- 
cureans CynicSy  znA  Heliacfirj  and  at  a  pretty  good  Dit 
tance  from  thefe  was  Vioienes.  the  moft  difabufed 
and  clear-fighted  of  them  all:  He  ufually  withdrew 
himfelf  a-part  into  his  Retirement,  to  employ  the 
leifure  Hours  allow'd  him  from  his  Bufinefs,  in 
the  Study  of  the  Principles  of  the  Stoics  ^  the  Ri- 
gor and  Aufterity  of  which  he  wifely  tempered, 
difowning  himfelf  to  be  dependent  of  any  blind 
fuperior  Neceffity  ;  but  not  without  natural  Paffi- 
ons and  AfFeftions.  He  was  repofed  upon  the  mof- 
fy  Banks  of  a  gentle  Stream^  near  the  Head  of  it, 
and  feem'd  ik*d  in  Admiration  at  the  flow  but 
clear  Advances  of  the  Waters,  as  they  paffed  him*, 
the  Beauty  and  Serenity  of  which  he  had  defcri- 
bed  upon  the  Bark  of  an  Elm,  in  the  following  * 
Xines. 

jy/i  del  monte ;  de  Us  aves  Lb£y 
Pomp  a  del  prado.  efpejo  de  U  AuYota 
^Ima  del  Ahrie.  Efpiritu  de  Bora 
For  qtiin  la  Rofa,  y  el  jafmin  refpira* 


♦  Tf;e  Reafm  I  have  not  bejlow'd  a  Tranjlation  upon  thefe 
Verjes,  or  Epigram,  a^  the  Author  calls  it,  U,  that  I  thought 
them  not  to  deferve  one,  the  Epithets  given  to  the  Stream  be- 
ing  mofily  Bumb^ftic,  the  Senfe  in  general  of  them  very  much 
[train  d,  and  the  Conceit  or  turn  in  the  Tail  of  the  Epigram 
farced  ani  mmtural. 

'Aunquc 
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Aunfiue  tu  curfo  en  quanm  pafos  gira* 

Tmu  jurifdicion  argenu  y  dora 

Tu  claro  proceder,    mas  tne  enamora. 

Que  lo  q^iie  en  ti  Naturaiez,^  ddmirx. 
}uanjin  engano  tm  entranas  puras 

Vex  an  por  tranfpariente  vidriera 

Las  Gii^juelas  al  numero  patentes 
IjiSLnfin  malicia  candita  murmuraa, 

0  fenfilte^  ie  aqtiella  edad  primer  A 

Haies  del  Hombre  y  vives  en  tasfuenm. 

And  on  a  Branch  of  the  Elm  he  had  hung  up  aft 
val  Buckler ;  in  the  Infide  whereof  was  painted 

Jarg/e  Sea-SheU  ;  which,  tho'  brown  and  fwarthy 
vithout,  was  of  a  beautiful  Pearl  or  Silver-Co- 
©r  wiUiin  :  And  in  the  Heart  or  inmoft  Fold  of 
he  Shelly  which  by  its  Brightnefs  feemed  Dew  con* 
pealed,  was  this  of  Perfius  for  its  Motto* 

Nee  te  qti^verU  extra. 

^^hereby  the  Philofopher  intimated  his  UnconS 
ern  at  the  invidious  Reflexions  made  on  him  by 
•thers;  as  likewife  the  Satisfaftion  of  his  Mind, 
irhich  arofe  from  the  Confcioufnefs  he  had  of  the 
)ifcharge  of  his  Duty. 

In  the  moft  lonefom  and  retired  Part  of  thefe 
kfarts,  Nature  had,  unaffifted  by  Art,  left  open  aa 
intrance  into  the  very  Infide  of  a  Mountain  v  a- 
lout  which  there  hung  a  difmal  Gloomy  a  faint 
ilimmering  of  Light  only  entering  at  certain 
devices,  from  the  feveral  Refraftions  of  the  Sun's 
ays  upon  the  Tops  of  the  Precipice,  which  over- 
read  the  Place  with  Horror.  My  Curioficy,not 
fily  to  be  deterred,  however,  together  with  Mar^ 
s  If^rro,  whom  I  knew  to  be  well  acquainted  with 
he  Place,  foon  prevaird  upon  mc  to  venture  in. 
Et  .We 
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We  had  not  advanced  many  Steps,  treading  ver> 
anxioufly  along,  before  I  ftumbled,  and  fell  upor 
two  Men;  whom  my    Surprize  reprefented  to  m( 
as  dead  :  And  I  was  not  much  miftaken ;  for  the] 
were  next  Door  to  it,  faft  afleep.    Being  awaken'c 
hy  my  Fall,  they  both  got  up;  when  perceivin 
the  one  to  be  Artemidorus,  the  other  Cardan,  I  too 
the  Liberty  to  tell  the  laft,  it  was  a  Shame  he,  tha 
by  his  Vigilancy  and  Lucubrations  had   been  ol 
fuch  known  Service  and  Emolument  to   the  Re 
publick,  fliould  thus  fluggiflily  give  himfelf  ove| 
to  Sleep,  which    was    the   very  Image    of  Deat' 
How,  replied  he,  the  Image  of  Death!  Rather   ( 
Eternity  ;  in  which,  as  in  a  Mirror,  we  behold,  botJ( 
Time  part  and  future.    I  could  not  forbear  frii] 
ling  at  his  Conceit,  thinking  him  to  be  ftill  aflee 
which  I  had  Reafon  to  fear  he  took  ill  ;  for.co 
tinued  he,  don't  make  a  Jeft  of  Dreams,  which  ii 
part  a  kind  of  Divinity   to  Man,  by  letting  hi 
into  aProfpedt  of  Futurity;  a  View  which  GO 
has  referved  peculiar  to  himfelf:  They  reprefenBti 
to  us,  as  in  a  Theatre,   tjie  Images  of  Things,  ncji 
only  paft,  but  that  are  to  come,  giving  usaprj 
vious  Admonition  to  guard  ourfelves  againft  fi 
ture  Contingences;  and  therefore  Sleep  is  notidf 
nor  the  Time  flung  away;  for,  if  fo   then  Natu 
had  deprived   us  of  the  better  Half  of  Life  :  Bi 
fides,  how  agreeable  is  it  to  Reafon,  as  Man  is  h 
his  Underftanding   a  Refemblance  of  his   MakeiBw, 
and  as  there  are^  by  GOD  Times  appointed  fcMQ 
fleeping  ^nd  waking   that  in  one  or  other  of  thcHup 
Times  Man  ihould  exert  that  Likenefs,  efpeciaMjn 
f5nce  fo  great  a  Portion  of  his  Time  he  lies  witB^; 
drawn  and  retired  from    his  Senfes  and  the  oup 
ward  Man  ?  And  as  God  has,   to  fuppiy  the  A 
Jince  of  the  Sun  by  Night,  made   the  Moon  ar 
St^rs  to  rule  and  fliine  with  their  borrowed  Ligh 
fo  likewife  has  he  contrived  that  the  Mind  a 
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faculties  of  Man  fliould  not  lie  idle,  while  the 
iody  and  its  Senies  are  hufli'd  and  ceafe  from  Afti- 
)n ;  for  then  the  Soul,  as  it  is  immortal,  perceives 
ts  felf  free  from  the  Incumbrances  of  the  Body, 
ind  retires  into  herfelf,  and  adb  with  more  exalted 
V^iews.  looking  forwards  into  "Futurity,  and  ac- 
quiring a  kind  of  Prefcience  of  Things  to  come, 
rhefe  Extravagancies  of  his  made  me  think  it  not 
fafe  to  continue  our  Difcourfej  fo,  without  ma* 
king  a  Reply  I  went  on. 

The  Way  now  grew  infenfibly  eafier,  as  the 
Horror  of  it  begun  gradually  to  abate,  by  the  Ap- 
proaches we  made  to  the  Light  of  feveral  Furna- 
ces ;  whereby  ftood  numberlefs  Fials,  Akmbich^y  and 
Crucibles :  Here  Thoufands,  almoft,  of  Men  were  em- 
ployed with  hardly  a  Rag  to  cover  them  :  They 
were  all  in  Tatters,  quite  fcorched  with  the  Fire, 
and  horridly  black'd  and  daub'd  with  the  Smoke 
and  Fumes  of  the  Quimejfences  they  extracted.  The 
Bufinefs  of  thefe  was  to  mix  and  compound  Bo- 
dies, to  caufe  Alterations,  Corruptions,- Sublima- 
tions, and  Tranfmutations  of  Metals.  And  their 
Language,  I  think,  was  the  ftrangeft  I  ever  heard  ; 
for  Lead  they  called  Saturn^  Tin  Jupiter,  Iron  Mars, 
Gold  5b/,  Copper  Venus,  Quick-Silver  Mercury,  and 
by  Luna  they  meant  Silver.  They  were  rich  and 
abounding  in  Words  but  in  every  Thing  elfe  poor 
and  deftitute;  and  all  their  greateft  Hopes  vanifli'd 
away  in  Smoke.  J  was  at  no  Lofs  to  perceive  they 
were  Chymiftsy  but  I  was  indeed  touched  with  fome 
Concern,  to  fee  them  fo  idly  beftow  their  Labour 
upon  the  vain  Pretenfions  to  make  Metals  :  A  Bu- 
finefs which  even  Nature  herfelf  is  whole  Ages  in 
-bringing  about.  And  in  order  to  make  Gold,  fuch 
was  their  Folly,  they  flung  away  the  little  they 
had,  being  obftinately  bent  upon  their  Purfuit, 
and  by  no  Means  taking  into  Confideration,  how 
E  3  imuplfible 
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impofllble  it  is  for  Art  to  introduce  any  one  new 
form,  or  even,  tho'  affifted  by  Nature,  to  exchange  I 
pne  Metal    into  another.    But,  what  feem'd  ftill 
onore  furprizing  was,  that  Princes  themfelves,  out  I 
€>{  the  fame  Weaknefs  with  the  reft,  condefcended 
to  blow  the  Bellows  and  affift  here,  their   Scepters  | 
Jying  neglefted  by.    But  the  Stench  that  diffufed 
its  felf  from  their  feveral  Salts,  grew  fo  intolerably 
ilrong,  that  I  was  forced  to  haften  away ;  and  be- 
ting now  only  direfted  by  that  doubtful  Light  we 
entered  with,  we  came  in  Sight  of  the  Sybils,  as  the 
l)ilphic,  Erphraan.^  Cumaan,  and   the   reft  :  Of  which 
,fome  were  leaning  upon  Statues  of  JpoUo ;  and  o- 
thers  ftood  in  the  hollow  Mouths  of  Ciives*    They 
all  feemed  fired  and  feized  with  divine  Infpiration ; 
fo  fwelled   and  enraged  with  Extafy,  as  if  ready 
to  burft,  and  incapable  to  contain  the  Divinity 
inftilJed  into  them.    They  uttered  their  Or^c/es  ei- ' 
ther  in  Words,  or  gave  [them  written  upon  Tree- 
J^eavesj  and  by  Mfi^mas  unveiled  future  Events- 

Prefently  after,  we  drew  up  to Hypporchus^  Herffiei 
the  Egyptian,  Zoroafter  znABuda  tht  Chaldean ,  who  were 
iludioufly  making  Enquiry  into  the  Principles  and 
firft  Caufes  of  Things  5  the  reciprocal  Aftion  of  the 
Elements  one   upon  another  j  the  Combinations,, 
Generation,  and  Corruption  of  all   compounded 
Bodies  ;  the  Planetary  Influences,  and  their  Motions; 
the  Nature  of  Vegetables  and  Animals :  They,  by 
myfterious  Circles,  Charad:ers,  and  Figures,   as  if 
in  Alliance  with  Nature,  produced  moft  wonder- 
ful Effedls.    To  thefe  fucceeded  the  Necromancers^  who 
by  folemn  Murmur?   caird   forth  infernal  Spirits 
in   the  Bodies  of  deceased    Men.    The  Fyromancen 
foretold  Things,  by  flinging  Pitch  into  a  Fire,  and^ 
obferving  the  Noife  it  made,  whether   it  burn'd 
clear  or  otherwife ;  whether  the  Flames  went  up 
Sait  or  crooked.    They  likewife  divined  by  the 
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burning  of  Torches,  taking  Notice  how  the  Cha- 
rafters  made  upon  them  confumed  away.     The  Hy- 
dromancen  prognofticated  by  hanging  Rings  in  Tubs 
of  Water,  and   minding  the  particular  Motion  of 
the  Water.    The   Aetomuncen,  who  were  the  next, 
forbode  Good  or  111    by  the  different  ImprefTioils 
of  the  Air,  which  they  felt  in  making  ordefcribing 
in  its  empty  void.  Variety  of  Figures.    The   Syco- 
njanceri  ^lYintA    by  the  Help  of  Fig-leaves,  writing 
Names  on  them,  and  carting  them  to  the  Wind- 
Others  pretended  to  Divination,  by  turning  over 
the   Leaves    of  a  Horner^  or  VirgxL    The    Geomancerf 
g.rounded  their  Knowledge  upon  the  even  or  odd 
Number  of  Dots   they    prick'd  upon    the  Earth, 
which  they   imagined  to  bear  fome  Reference  to 
the   celeilial   Signs,  and  judged  by  them  as^  by  the 
Signs  in   the  Zodiac*    The  Chiromancers  divined  hy 
remarking   the   Lines  in  the  Hand,  viewing  well 
the   Color  of  them,    whether  ruddy  or  pale,   the 
Places  they  begun  and  ended   at,  and  their  diffe- 
rent  Turnings  and  Windings.    Among  thefe  were 
likewife  the  Soothfayers.  who  judged  of  future  Events 
by  the  direft  or  crooked  Flight  of  Birds:  Some  by 
examining   the  Entrals  of  Beads,    whether    they 
were  corrupted,   or  not,  obferving  well  the  Co- 
lor of  the  Liver   and  the  Heart,  the  regular  or  ir- 
regular Motion  of  the  Blood,  foretold  Things   ac- 
cordingly.   Others,  again,  took  notice  of  the  Neigh- 
ing of  Horfes,  or  the  Clucking  of  Chickens,  and 
Aich  like  Things  5  whereon  they  made  Omens,  and 
proceeded  to  conjefture  or  predift  future  Succeffes, 
whether  good  or  bad.    The  Converfation  of  thefe 
People  1  could  not  but  think  dangerous  and  unfafe 
to  enter  into;  for  altho*  my  Mind  was  fatisfy'd  of 
the  Vanity  and  Emptinefs  of  their  Oracles  or  Pre^. 
didions,  yet   I  was  apprehenfive  how  eafily   they 
might  win  upon  that  inquifitive  Principle  in  Man, 
to  enquire  into  Things  future,  by  their  Specious 
E  4  Pretences ; 
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Pretences  :  This  Inquifitivenefs  is  a  kind  of  Energy^, 
or  Spark  of  Divinity  implanted  in  the  Soul  of  M^n  ; 
which,  as  it  is  an  Emanation  of  the  divine  IVifdom, 
fo  it  always  with  Eagernefs  afpires  more  and  more 
to  refemble  its  Maker,  by  what  chiefly  evidences 
its  Divinity  and  Prefcience.  Whence  it  is  that 
our  Curiofity  is  not  half  fo  great  in  looking  back- 
>ivards  into  Things  part,  altho'  the  Difference  is 
much  the  fame  between  Things  paft,  if  we  are  ig- 
norant of  them,  and  thofe  to  come,  if  we  have  no 
Knowledge  of  them. 

Upon  our  going  forth  from  thefe  melancholy 
and  difmal  Abodes,  the  Profpeft  began  to  enliven 
and  widen  to  the  View;  in  the  Midft  whereof  a- 
Tofe  a  Hill  with  two  towering  Tops  in  Form  of  a 
Mitre,  befet  all  over  with  Mirtles  and  Laurels :  And 
at  the  Bottom  of  it  there  flowed  a  clear  and  plea- 
iant  Stream,  the  abortive  Stroke  of  Fegafms  Heel, 
ivhofe  Iron  Shoe  has  afforded  abundance~of  humour- 
Jfom  Conceits  to  the  Poetical  World.  Upon  the 
l^anks  of  this  Silver  Stream  were  feated  at  their 
Eafe  Homer,  VirgiLTdjfo,  Camues^  and  Milton  and  Laurel 
Crowns  upon  their  Heads,  and  founding  the  Alarm 
to  Heroic  Poetry  with  Silver  Trumpets.  Lucanlike- 
■wife  pretended  to  join  the  Confort  with  his  Brafs 
Trumpet,  puffing  and  blowing  5  but  could  not 
reach  the  proper  Notes.  He  was  far  exceeded  by 
the  Sweetnefs  and  Harmony  that  Ariofto  made  upon 
a  Bag-Pipe:  To  thefe  followed  Pindar,  Horace,  Catul- 
ins,  Fetrarcha,  and  Leonardo  de  Argenfola,  who  made 
moll  ravifliing  Muftc  upon  their  golden  LyreV'^  and 
to  their  Mufic  danced  in  regular  and  proper  Move- 
ments ;  Seneca  and  Euripides  in  thdv  Tragic  Buskins; 
Plautm,  Terence^  and  Lopez,  de  Vega,  likewife  moving 
up  with  admirable  Addrefs  in  their  Socks,  followed 
in  the  Rear. 

In 
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In  the  neighbouring  Plains  were  Tl^eocritus,  San- 
mz^arm,  and  Guarini,  feeding  their  Flocks ;  and  by 
alternate  Modulations  of  their  Horns,  Flutes,  or  Ru- 
ral Pipes,  making  fuch  Harmonious  Sounds,  as  held 
the  Goats  in  Sufpenfe  from  their  Pafture.  And 
not  far  off  flood  Juvenal,  Perfim,  MartiaL  and  Don 
Luu  de  Gongora,  \  who  made  their  Remarks  upon  all 
that  pafled,  darting  at  every  one,  without  Excep- 
tion, Bits  of  Sticks  pointed  like  the  Bill  ofa5'rori^: 
Wherefore,  to  efcape  their  virulent  Tongues,  we 
turned  away  on  one  Side  of  the  Rivulet,  and  made 
up  towards  one  of  the  Summits  of  the  Hill,  where 
we  difcovered  Alfonfm  diftinguiflied  from,  the  o- 
ther  Kings  of  Spain  by  the  Name  of  the  iVife  \  who 
was  taking  with  his  Aftrolahe.  direfted  towards  the 
South,  the  Latitude  of  the  Conftellation  oi  Ariadne's 
Crown,  being  little  aware  that  at  the  fame  Time 
his  own  Crown  was  taking  from  ofF  his  Head.  The 
Buiinefs  of  a  Kingdom  will  not  admit  the  Prince 
to  fpend  his  Time  upon  nice  Speculations  and 
clofe  Studies ;  which  by  their  Agreeablenefs  are  apt  to 
draw  off  the  Mind  from  publick  Affairs,  and  quite 
enamour  it  with  the  Delightfulnefs  of  Retirement 
and  Contem.plation  ;  fowring  and  defacing  it 
by  rigid  Difputes  and  Enquiries,  which  only  dim 
and  impair  the  Natural  Luftre  and  Efficacy  of  it; 
which  is  of  its  felf  able  to  point  out  to^us  thofe 
Things  that  are  to  be  followed  or  avoided.  Prin- 
ces, therefore,  have  fomething  elfe  to  do  than  i- 
dly  to  give  up  themfelves  to  philofophical  Stu- 
dies. 

I  was  carried  from  hence  into  the  Body,  and 
more  habitable  Part  of  the  City,  where,  after  a 
Short  Survey,  the  Expeftations  I  had  raifed  at  the 
Entrance  by  the  outward  Appearance  of  it,  were 
greatly  leflen'd  5  for  I  found    nothing  but  mere 
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Outfide  and  Shew:  The  Buildings  were  raifedupon 
falfe  Bottoms,  and  the  Inhabitants  difcovered  more 
Vanity  than  Judgment.    Some  feemingly  newHou- 
fes,  were  but  old  ones  new  done  up,  or  built  out 
of  the  Ruins  of  others  ]  which  made  the  City  look 
like  turned   up  Side  down,  and  in   aConfufion, 
they  vainly  employing  their  Pains  upon  old  Re- 
pairs, and  refitting    decayed  Buildings  which  did 
not  enlarge  or  add   to  the  Luftre  of  the   Repub- 
lick;  but  rather  leflen'd  and  deprived  it  of  thofe 
Improvements,  which  it  mull  have  had,  if  the  Mem- 
bers of  it  did  fet  their  Heads  to  work  in  projeft- 
ing  new  Schemes,  and  Models  for  Palaces  or   pub- 
lick  Buildings.    The  People  were  of  a  very  Melan- 
choly Afpeft,  thin-jaw'd,  and  of  very  ftupid  Looks. 
They  were  continually  at  Variance,  envying  and 
maligning  one  another;    The  Chief  Citizens,  in- 
deed, as  they  that  had  carried  the  Arts  and  Scien- 
ces to  the  greateft  Height,  made  a  better  Figure, 
and  were  held  in  great  Honour  and  Efteem.    But 
other  inferior  Sorts  of  Scholars  added  only  to  the 
Bulk  of  the  Populace  and  ferved  to   encreafe  the 
Vulgar;  each  applying  himfelf  to  that  Calling  or 
Bufinefs  which  beft  fuited  with  his  Profeflion.    The 
Grammmani  cry'd  Greeni  and  M^ulfleet-Oyfters    about 
the  Streets,   fcplding  and  railing  at  one  another 
like  BuneY-JPhorei,  and  fometimes  at  other   People, 
without  fparing  any.    They   called  FUto  a  confu- 
fed  Fellow;  Ariflotk  obfcure,  and  like  an  OwL  that 
lov'd  to  hide  his  Conceits  in  Obfcurity;  Virgil  a 
Plagiary  of  Homers  Verfes ;  Cicero  they  called  timo- 
rous, full  of  Superfluities,  that  was   languid   and 
cold  in  his  Turns,  tedious  in  fetting  out,  imper- 
tinent in  his  Digreffions,  fometimes  vehement  and 
fired,  but  unfeafonably :  Vliny  they  compared  to  a 
difturbed  River,  that  overwhelmed  all  Things  in  its 
Way :  Ovid  was,  faid  they,  eafy  and  profufely  co- 
pious ;  AuIm  GelliyA  was   too  loofe   and  difFufed  ; 
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SdUufiy  an  affefted  Fellow  j  and  Seneca,  Mortar  with- 
out Sand. 

The  Critics  cry'd  old  Cloths,  and  Shoes  to  mend. 

The  Bhetoricians  ferved  the  Republick  in  Quality 
of  Mountebanlis,  fetting  ofF  and  vending,  with  pom- 
pous Words,  their  Elixirs  and  Specifics. 

The  Hijiorixm  were  Match-Makers,  as  being  well 
acquainted  with  the  different  Interefts  and  Genea- 
logies of  Families- 

The  Poets  fold  up  and  down  the  Streets  Fly-Ca- 
ges, Nofegays,  fweet  Sugar-cakes,  and  hot  Grey- 
Peas. 

The  Phficidns  ferved  for  Butchers,  Undertakers,' 
and  jackketches  ;  for  fuch  was  theWifdom  of  the  Re- 
publick>  that  no  Apothecaries  were  fufter'd,  but 
were  obliged  to  make  Guns,  and  other  Pieces  of 
Artillery  •,  and  their  Place  was  fupplied  by  Diofcort* 
del,  who  went  about  crying  Plants,  Simples,  and 
Druggs. 

The  Aflrologers  apply'd  themfelves  to  Navigation 
and  Agriculture. 

The  Opticimi  were  the  Glaziers  to  the  Republick;. 
who  difpofed  the  Lights  and  Windows  in  Tradef- 
mens  Shops  to  the  beft  Advantage. 

The  Logicians  were  Brokers,  and  fuch  as  fold  Bar- 
gains for  others. 

The  Phitofophers  were  for  the  moll  Part  Garden- 
ers. 

The 
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The  Larfiyers  ferved  as  Beadles,  and  other  Officers 
of  the  Peace, 

The  Mifcellany  Writer  fold  inlaid  Cabinets  and  Ta- 
bles, after  the  Mofnic  Falhion. 

The  Cnulogue-Wnten  were  Hackney-Porters,  to  be 
employed  by  the  reft. 

In  this  Republick,  as  in  thofe  of  Lacedamon  and 
E^pt.  it  was  accounted  praife-worthy  to  fteal,  un- 
der the  Pretence  of  Imitation.  The  Shopkeepers 
made  fuch  frequent  Robberies  one  upon  another, 
that  as  I  was  told  it  was  a  common  Thing  to  fee 
Men  newly  fet  up  with  only  other  People  s  Goods. 
But  this  Privilege  was  moftly  abufed  by  Lawyers 
and  Poets ;  the  firft  having  the  Advantage  both  of 
numberlefs  Books  and  Manufcripts  ;  and  the  laft 
going  into  Houfes  to  difpofe  of  their  Dhtiei  and 
B^UadSy  ftole  away  the  beft  Things  they  could  lay 
their  Hands  on. 

^  The  Government  and  Adminiftration  of  the  Pub- 
lick  Weal,  was  committed  to  the  Care  of  feveral 
approved  Senators  \  who,  for  their  Age  and  Experi- 
ence, v/ere  held  in  great  Awe  apd  Veneration  by 
the  People.  Plutarch.  Livy,  Dion,  and  Jfpian.  were 
entrufted  with  the  Management  of  AfFairs  at  Home. 
And  Cafar,  Paterculy^,  Awmianm^  and  Polybm.  difchirg- 
ed  all  the  military  Bufinefs.  Tacitt^  had  the  Care 
of  the  Politics*  And  the  Cenfors  were  ^  Diodorus,  Mela, 
and  Strabo'  And  as  the  Body  Political,  no  more 
than  the  Natural,  can't  be  thought  well  condition- 
ed and  firm,  altho'  the  Head  be  good  and  found, 
and  the  Members  of  it  rightly  organized  and  a- 
dapted,  if  the  Stopiach,  which  is  the  Secretary  in  the 
civil  Body,  proves  too  weak  well  to^digeft  Matters, 

or. 
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or,  for  want  of  Ufe  and  Concoftion,  fails  fo  fup- 
ply  the  feveral  Parts  with  their  proper  Nutriment  : 
The  Republick  therefore  had  wifely  made  choice 
of  Suetonm,  who  was  a  great  Minifter,  bred  up  in 
Bufinefs,  well  verled  in  the  Natures  and  Humors 
of  Nations,  jealous,  prudent,  and  fecret. 

Down  one  of  the  Streets  c^me  Mecienas,  lolling 
in  a  Litter,  carried  by  eight  Slaves  drefs'd  after  the 
Roman  Manner ^  and  by  the  Side  of  it  followed  Fir- 
gil,  complaining  to  him  of  Horace'^  who  natwith- 
ftanding  all  the  Favors  and  Honors  he  had^  con- 
ferred upon  him,  had  dared  to  mutter  againft  him, 
under  the  feign'd  Name  of  MalthinKs^  for  having 
his  Robe  to  trail  after  him.  I  laugh  d  a  little  at 
the  Matter;  but  more  at  Mecmas,  that  he  fhould 
fquander  away  his  Subftance  in  contenancing  a  bold 
prefumptuous  Fariet.  without  any  Regard  to  the 
Danger  of  encouraging  fuch  fheer  and  fatyrical 
Wits,  whom  it  is  prudent  to  efteem,  but  by  all 
Means  to  keep  at  a  Diftance;  for  fuch  an  Afcen- 
dant  does  Vanity  bear  over  them,  that  Gratitude 
has  always  the  worft  in  the  Struggle:  They  will 
not  fpare  fometimes  to  put  their  bell  Friend  to  the 
Blufii,  difclofing  his  moft  fecret  Faults,  rather  than 
keep  in  a  Jeft,  or  d,bon  Mou 

Apulem  paffed  thro*  the  City  upon  an  Afs,  with 
Hundreds  of  People  flocking  after  him;  fome  bif- 
fed him;  and  others  cry'd  out  Stop  Thief;  for  it 
was  faid-  he  had  ftole  the  Afs>  Oh  !  how  eafily,* 
thought  I,  dos  the  Vulgar  receive  as  Juft  all  th^ 
Calumnies  afpers'd  upon  Great  Men ;  whom,  tho* 
before  they  never  vouch fafed  to  look  at,  or  take 
Notice  of,  yet  when  once  Envy  has  faften'd  her 
Teeth  upon  them,  how  readily  they  all  turn  their 
Eyes,  and  gaze  upon  them.  And  juft  fo  it  happens, 
which  may  be  of  fome  Eafe  to  Virtue y  likewife  to 

the 
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the  Moon,  that  while  fhe  labours  under  an  Ectipfiy 
{he  has  the  Eyes  of  all  fix'd  and  intent  upon  her  ; 
tho'  fcarcely  any  one  minds  her,  when  in  full 
Splendor  fhe  irradiates  the  Horiz,on: 

Over-againft  a  large  and  open  Street  flood  con^ 
fronting  it  a  magnificent  Edifice,  whkii  by  its  Gran- 
deur I  imagined  to  be  fome  publick  Stru^ure ;  and 
upon  Enquiry,  they  told  me,  it  was  Bedlam,  de- 
fign'd  rather  for  the  Diflinftion  of  Fools  and  Mad*? 
men,  than  for  their  Cure;  for  each  was  permit- 
ted the  free  Exercife  of  his  Caprices  and  Maggoti* 
Such  a  Separation  was,  methought,  entirely  need- 
lefs  in  a  Community,  which  might  its  felf  pafs 
very  well  for  fuch  a  Place,  as  it ,  confifled  of  the 
greateft  Wits,  of  which  none  was  ever  without 
fome  Mixture  of  Madnefs.  The  two  Porters  that 
kept  the  Door,  were  each  in  a  brown  Study  aim- 
ing at  ImpofTibilities,  in  a  manner,  and  heedlefs 
of  all  that  came  and  went.  The  one  with  a*half- 
ftarv^d  and  drowzy  Countenance,  was  endeavour- 
ing to  fquare  the  Circle  upon  a  Wall  :  The  other 
jflattered  himfelf  with  having  an  Iftftrument  for 
finding  out  the  Longitude. 

Very  Angular  were  the  Reveries  and  Extravagan- 
cies that  occurred  to  us  in  the  different  Apartments : 
In  one  Place  were  the  Difciples  of*  Kdmond  LuUitis 
turning  a  Parcel  of  Wheels  about,  as  if  diftrafted, 
whereby  they  pretended  to  be  able  in  a  fhort  Time 
to  learn  all  the  Sciences.    Trithetnius  had  a  great  Num- 

*  An  extraordinary  and  univerfal  Scholar  ;  wha  lived  a- 
bout  the  latter  End  of  the  i^th  Century.  He  was  for  his 
prodigious  Knowledge  of  tinngs,  thought  a  Magician  or  Con- 
jurer by  the  Ignorant  Age  he  iivei  in*  Vid.  Charles 
Bouviile's  Life  of  Lullius. 
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faerof  his  Followers  here,  who  were  profoundly 
intent  upon  his  Steianography-j  with  which  he  was 
in  Hopes  to  find  out  a  Method,  by  the  Help  of 
four  Spirits  placed  in  the  four  Corners  of  the 
World,  to  make  himfelf  be  underftood.,  like  an 
>^?7gf/,  without  fpeaking  :  This  Invention  was  look'd 
upon  by  the  Vulgar  as  Vkboiicdy  altho'  there  was 
no  more  in  it  than  in  a  Letter  of  ihechrift'Crofi-Kotv. 
Others  broke  their  Reft  in  Reading  of  old  defac'd 
Monuments  Metals  half  eaten  away  with  Ruft,  and 
in  digging  amongft  the  Rubbifli  and  Ruins  of  old 
Buildings,  that  had  lain  fome  Ages  buried  under 
Ground.  Some  fpent  their  Time  in  making  and 
compoRng  Kiddies  ^niima's,  Anagrams,  ^nd  Almanaclis^ 
in  ftealing  other  Mens  Verfes,  gloffing  over  and 
publifhing  MifcellanieS,  which  after  all^  their  Pains, 
were  none  of  their  own.  Others  again  were  col- 
lefting  Florilegiums  and  Phrafeologies  out  of  feveral- 
Authors,  for  the  Benefit  of  the  flothful ;  who  de- 
ferved  for  their  Pains  rather  to  be  well  puniflied 
than  any  Thing  elfe  for  mangling  and  fpoiling 
Authors  by  cutting  out  their  Sentences  and  Phra- 
fes;  which  out  of  their  Place,  are  like  fo  many 
Stones  taken  out  of  a  Building,  where  they  pro- 
perly belong  to ;  or,  like  a  particular  Sort  of  Mo- 
ney carried  out  from  the  Countries  where  it  is 
coined  and  goes  current.  Some  walked  up  and 
down  in  a  great  Hurry,  committing  to  Memory  a 
Parcel  of  Sentences  and  Scraps  out  of  Authors,  to 
make  themfelves  pafs  for  great  Scholars :  As  others 
were  out  of  the  fame  Pride,  turning  over  Title* 
Pages  and  Indexes  juft  to  get  a  fmattering  Know- 
ledge of  Things;  with  which  they  pefter  all  the 
Companies  they  light  into,  making  a  falfe  Shew  of 
Learning. 

Stepping  into  a  large  Hall,  I  faw  a  great  many  Phi- 
lofophers  all  maim'd,  and  frightful  to  behold ;  for 

fuch 
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fuch  terrible  Apprehenfions  had  their  Studies  put 
them  under,  that  in  their  Purfuit  after  Eafe  and 
true   Felicity  in  Life,  they  lived  their  Time   the 
moft  wretchedly,  and  the  leaft  Share  of  it:  So  ena- 
moured were  they   with  their  Speculations  upon 
Things,  that  to  further  and  improve  them  the  bet- 
ter,  fome  had  plucked  out  their  Eyes,fome  had  cut 
out  their  Tongues,  and  others  abftained  from  Meats, 
and  whatever  elfe  could  pleafe  or  gratify  the  Sen- 
fes.    Their  Watchings  had  made  them  fo  bagged, 
and  dried  up^  their  Brains,  that  they  fell  into  ftrange 
Extravagancies;  fome  hated  Life,  and  were  in  the 
greateft  Defpair :  Others  accused  Nature  for  the  weak 
Condition  and  Vale  of  Mifery  (he  had  ^put  Men 
in,  were  forry  that  they  ever  had  been  born.    One 
difallowed  the  prudent  Conduft  of  Nature  in  the 
Bufinefs  of  Generation :  One  fancied  himfelf  to 
change  into  various   Sha'pes  :  Another  faid  he  was 
at  firft  only  a  Piece  of  Pitch,  after   that  a  Tree, 
and  laftly  a  Man.    One.  to  fliew  his  Contempt  for 
Houfes  chofe  to  live  in  zTub:  One  was  terribly  a- 
fraid  his  Soul  would  fly  away  from  him;  and  ano- 
ther for  fear  the  Wind  would  carry  away  his,  had 
put  leaden  Soles  to  the  Bottom  of  his  Shoes.    Pro- 
mifing  myfelf  fome  Diverfion  I  went  up  to  them, 
and  ask'd  their  Opinions  of  the  Nature  and  Jub- 
ilance of  the  Soul  ?  To  which  the  Anfwer  of  fome 
was,  that  the  Soul  was   Fire ;  others  faid  it  was, 
Air;  others  Harmony;  others  Number;  fome  a  Spi- 
rit.   Some  again,  maintained  it  to  be  only  a  Breath, 
^nd  mortal  ;  others  that  it  was  at  fometimes  mor- 
tal,' and  at  others  immortal.     And  one,  as  if  he  had 
aftually  feen  it    affirm'd  that  it  flew  down  from 
fome  celefttal  Grove  into  the  Body,   lav  down  its 
Win^s  upon  Entrance,  and   refum.ing  them  again 
at  going  out  and  parting  with  the  Body.^    They 
fo  confounded  me  with  their  monftrous  Follies,  that 
I  was  glad  to  get  rid  of  them;  and  as  we  were  juft 
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j  Vs.  out,  a  Croud  of  People  Handing  in  the  Porch 
loraHoufeinvitedmy  Curiofity  to  draw  near  them; 
Iwherelfound  GMen  difledling  of  human  Bodies; 
Iwho  was  at  that  Juncture  juft  opening  of  a  Prince's 
iHead;  in  which,  as  he  fliew^d  to  Vefalim^  Fameftu/iy 
land  others  that  furrounded  him,  were  the  two  re«- 
Xtricki  of  the  Eftimativay  or  Difcernment  wanting; 
jwhofe  Seat  is  juft  above  that  of  Fancy  and  Memory, 
I  which  lies  in  the  hinder  Part  of  the  Head  j  and, 
I  proceeded  he,  thefe  two  laft  Powers  or  Faculties 
are  fubordinate,  and  put  in  Subjeftionto  the  Will, 
in  which  you  fee  they  are  fhut  up.  It  was  very 
ftrange,  methought,  that  there  fliould  be  fuch  a 
vaft  Difference  in  the  Make  and  Strudure  of  Princes 
Heads,  from  thofe  of  others  y  and  what  a  great  In- 
conviency  it  was  that  thofe  two  fo  neceflary  Fa- 
culties were  found  either  miffing,  or  elfe  entirely 
under  the  Guidance  of  the  blind  and  ralh  Will.  I 
was  juft  going  to  ask  the  Reafon  of  it;  but  the 
fudden  Difturbance  that,  happened  prevented  me  $ 
for  the  People  came  running  up  and  down  from 
Place  to  Place,  being  alarm'd  with  a  Report  that 
the  Emperor  Licinm,  a  mortal  Enemy  to  theRepub- 
lick,  was  coming  down  upon  it  with  a  great  Army 
of  Goths  and  Vandals.  Every  Thing  was  in  ftrange 
Confufion  ;  and  thofe  who  before  the  Accident 
feemed  able  and  fore-armed  againft  it,  were  upon 
the  Emergency  ftruck  all  in  a  Heap,  and  at  a  Lofs 
what  to  do.  A  Council  was  affembled  ;  at  which 
the  Senators  and  four  great  Comfeltors  of  State,  Plato, 
Arijlotle,  Xenophon,  and  Tacltm,  we;:e  prefent;  all  able 
and  diftinguifhed  Members  of  the  Republick,  who 
had  fliewn  in  their  Writing  their  great  Acutenefs 
and  fettled  Maxims;  which,  however,  in  this  Junc- 
ture they  could  not  tell  how  to  put  in  Execution; 
for  they  only  confounded  one  another  by  their  dif- 
ferent Refolutions,  not  being  of  Judgment  enough 
to  fix  and  determine  upon  any  in  the  great  Variety 
F  fuggefted 
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fuggefted  to  them ;  like  Men  that  wanted  Prafticc 
and  Experience  in  fuch  Occafions:And  when  they 
offered  at  making  forae  Defence,  the  Means  they 
propofed,  tho*  fubtil  enough,  were  fo  impraftica- 
ble,  that  it  was  eafily  to  be  feen  how  ufelefs  they 
were;  and  how  wrong  Meafures  thofe  take  who  en- 
truft  the  Publick  Concern  to  fpeculative  Men.  that 
give  themfelves  u^  to  their  Studies,  and  are  irrefo- 
lute  and  dubious  in  the  Multitude  of  their  Opini- 
ons, obftinately  taken  with  the  Livelinefs  of  their 
own  Arguments,  and  dangerous  in  the  Applicati- 
on they  make  of  pad  Examples,  which  are  but  fel- 
dom  well  applied  to  the  Cafe  in  hand,  feeing  that 
the  Circumftances  of  Things,  at  different  Times, 
«re  various,  and  the  Cafes  themfelves  as  difagreeing 
from  one  another,  as  are  Mens  Faces.  The  Con- 
fufion  they  were  in  was  luckily  clear'i  up  by  an 
Advice  brought,  that  it  was  only  afalfe  ^/4rw;for 
that  the  Emperor  was  feveral  Days  Journey  from 
the  City :  Which  made  all  Things  eafy  and  quiet 
^gain,  and  gave  me  an  Opportunity  to  pafs  for- 
ward, 'till  at  the  End  of  a  Street  1  call  my  Eyes 
upon  Akxmkr  de  Ates  and  Scott^.  who  were  making 
mod  admirable  Tryals  of  Skill  upon  a  Cable-Rope  ; 
and  Erafrnta,  in  endeavouring  to  imitate  them.  a$ 
if  to  ftalk  along  in  the  Buskjns  of  divine  Philofophy^ 
was  no  more  than  to  tread  tne5bc/i5of  ^Gummmmy 
had  fuch  a  wretched  Fall  down  to  the  Ground, 
that  fet  all  the  People  a-laughing.  In  a  By-corneir 
of  the  Street  flood  withdrawn  from  the  reft,  the 
Tyrant  Cricias,  Epicurus^  Dia^oras,  and  Theodorus.  who 
hy  the  Lewnefs  of  their  Talk,  and  the  Fear  they 
ietray'd  of  being  overheard,  made  me  the  more  de- 
lirous  to  know  what  they  were  about :  And  plant- 
ing my  felf  pretty  near  I  heard  Crictas  utter  with 
diffblute  and  profane  Lips  '*  That  the  firft  Law" 
"  Givers  of  the  World  were  profound  and  great 
tl  Pglitkim  5  who,  as  they  were  aware  bow  infuffi- 
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"  cient  the  Rigor  of  human  Laws  would  be  to- 
"  awe  Men,  and  put  a  Check  to  Vicq,  in  that  they 
*'  could  not  bear  any  Sway  over  the  Mind,  or  pre- 
*'  vent  by  their  Dread  its  contriving  ill  in  Pri- 
*'  vate  or  where  it  had  no  Witnefles  to  its  Aftions; 
*^  therefore  they  had  invented  a  God,  who  knew 
"  our  moft  fecret  Thoughts  and  that  referv'd  E- 
"  tern^l  Rewards  or  Punifhments  for  Men  after 
"  Life  according  to  their  good  or  bad  Aftions. '* 
The  other  three  concurred  with  him,  in  difown- 
ing  their  Creator  ^  and  efpecially  E/jftrz/ms,  denied 
GOD  to  be  any  Thing  but  aFidion  and  a  mere 
human  Artifice  excluding  the  fupreme  Being  out 
of  the  C7mW/e,  that  he  might  the  more  fecurely  fwimt 
in  worldly  Delights  free  from  all  Remorfe  and  in- 
ward Fear-,  '^  Not  but  I  judge  it  (added  he)  highly 
''  expedient  that  the  Cheat  be  kept  up  among  the 
"  Vulgar;  for  without  it  we  fliall  never  be  fafe^ 
"  either  in  our  Lives  or  Fortunes.  ''  I  was  lliock-' 
ed  at  the  daring  Impiety  of  thefe  ftupid  j4theijts^ 
and  could  not  but  look  to  fee  if  they  had  any  Eyes;, 
for  one  with  any,  conld  never  ftumble  upon  fucb 
Ignorance*,  which  put  the  Rgjpmm  upon  reprefent* 
iiig  an  Atiyiift  by  a  Man  with  his  Eyes  in  his  Feet  j 
which  was  he  to  ca,rry  direded  up  towards  Heaven, 
be  would  behold  the  Sun,  that  Fatherof  Light  lead- 
ing up  infinite  Squadrons  of  the  ilt^rry  Uoji^  thatin- 
ceflant  Motion  of  the  Spheres,  that  divine  Arcbite^ure 
and  Oeconomy  incomprehenfibie  to  Man,  in  which 
no  human  Power  or  Art  could  have  bpre  any. 
Part ;  he  would  forthwith  confefs  a;firft  Omnipo-» 
tent  Caufe,  and  humbly  adore  the  Eternally  Wife 
and  Omnipotent  Being.  I  was  impatient  to  know? 
of  M  Vdrro  how  the  Republick  came  to  tolerates 
fuch  ignorant  and  irreligious  People,  that  cont.ra-f 
di(5ted  all  the  reft  of  the  World.  For,  whereas  o-» 
ther  Men  endeavoured  to  make  themfelves  immor- 
al, and  to  out-live  the  Grave,  they,  b^fel,y  main-r 
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tain'd  the  Mortality  of  the  Soul,  and  their  being 
but  alike  to  other  Creatures.  Where  Difputes,an- 
fwered  Farro,  are  encouraged,  it  is  neceflary  there 
fliould  be  Vouchers  of  all  Sorts  of  Opinions,  howe- 
ver extravagant  they  be ;  and  that  among  Atheifts, 
it  was  rather  Malice  than  Tgnorance  that  prevailed, 
whereby  they  perverfely,  in  fpite  of  all  natural 
Light,  deceived  and  abufed  their  own  Senfes. 

Being  apprehenfive  that  the  Company  I  was  in 
■with  thefe  Philofophers,  might  prove  infeftious,  I 
did  not  care  to  ftay  longer  in  the  fame  Street  with 
them,  notwithftanding  the  great  Variety  of  Objefts 
>that  might  otherwife  have  engaged  me  ;  but  turn- 
ed up  another,  where  Ifaw  Lucianin  Company  with 
Fiiny)  Aidobrand,  and  Gefner,  three  Naturalifts;  whom 
he  was  carrying  to  hear  the  laft  Notes  of  a  Swan 
that  lay  a  dying;  whofe  Mufic  in  its  laft  tuneful 
Accents  is  fo  famous.  We  made  after  them,  till 
hard  by  a  Pool  he  Ihew'd  them  an  Afs  juft  giving 
up  the  Ghoft.  I  was  pleafed  with  the  Jeft,  and 
could  not  but  fmile  when  Lucian,  with  his  won- 
ted Subtilty  and  Simulation,  endeavoured  to  make 
them  believe  that  the  Gods  defignedly  metamor- 
phofed  it,  to  the  End  that  no  one  fhould  prefume, 
for  his  being  d^Srvan^  that  he  may  not  chance  to  die 
an  Jfs. 

Prefently  afterwards  I  met  with  honeft  Diogenes  i 
who  carried  about  the  Streets  a  Mirror  of  Selj-Know- 
4eige\  which  impartially  reflefted  both  the  Virtuei 
and  Vicei  of  all  that  would  look  into  it:  He  invi- 
ted every  one  to  take  a  View  of  himfelf  5  but  none 
cared  to  fee,  or  however  to  know  himfelf,  if  he  did 
look  in.  Which  was,  I  thought,  very  odd  in  a 
Community  whofe  Members  feem'd  to  be  fuch  wile 
and  learned  Men  :  But  being  defirous  to  excufe 
them,  Ifeli  to  thinking  and  difcourfing  with  my 
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felf ;  that  if  G  O  D  had  been  pleafed,  out  of  a  par- 
ticular Providence,  to  have  made  Man  in  fuch  Man- 
ner that  he  could  not  have  feen  his  own  Coun- 
tenance, to  the  End  that  if  he  was  beautiful,  he 
fliould  not  grow  vain,  or  fall  in  Love  with  him- 
felf  ^  nor  that  if  he  was  ugly,  he  fhould  hate  him- 
felf ;  the  Difficulty  had  then  been  ftill  greater  of 
knowing  his  Faults  and  Defefts,  efpecially  thofe  of 
the  Underftanding  ;  which  is  what  diftinguifhes 
him  from  other  Animali,  and  gives  him  a  kind  of 
divine  Superiority  over  them:  He  would  then  have 
lived  "free  from  Uneafinefs  and  Diflike  to  himfelf, 
as  not  being  fenfible  of  his  own  Weaknefs;  and 
the  Confequence  of  that  had  been,  that  one  and 
the  fame  Happinefs  had  equalled  all  Minkind,  altho' 
of  different  Excellencies  and  Abilities,  arifingfrom 
the.  Satisfaction  and  Opinion  every  one  had  of  him- 
felf, no  one  yielding  to  another  in  Point  of  Senfe 
and  natural  Endowments.  Diogenes  had  fcarcely  paf- 
fed  me,  when  turning  about,  I  faw  Archimedes  com- 
ing out  from  his  Houfe  in  a  Might  Cap,  and  with 
only  one  Stocl(ing  on,  fo  penfive  and  intent  upon 
his  Machines,  xh^it  he  walked  along  knitting  his  Brot»Sy 
and  with  his  Eyes  fix'd  upon  the  Ground,  quite 
regardlefs  of  the  Noife  and  Clamor  that  the  Peo- 
ple made  after  him,  which  fliew'd  how  unfit  thofe 
are  for  any  civil  Employ,  or  to  make  Courtiers  of, 
who  give  themfelves  immoderately  over  to  Study 
and  Speculation,  out  of  which,  when  taken,  they 
look  more  like  inanimate  Logs  than  Men. 

At  the  Door  of  a  Barber's  Shop  was  Pythagoras] 
convincing  fome  other  Philofophers,  of  the  Tranf- 
migration  of  Souls  out  of  one  Body  into  another  ; 
and  from  thence  he  accounted  for  the  different  In- 
ftinfts  and  Inclinations  of  Creatures.  The  Souls 
of  Kings,  as  he  faid,  were  infufed  into  Lions  \  which 
keep  Watch,  even  while  they  feera  afleep.    Thofe 
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of  Princes  animated  Elephants,   which  made  thofe 
Creatures  fo  vain   and  meek,  upon  any  the  leaft 
Title  or    appearance  of  Grandeur   beftow'd  upon 
them.    Thofe   of  Judges  went  into  Dogs,  whicK 
bite  at  the  Poor,  and  fawn  upon  the  Rich.    The 
Souls  of  unmannerly  and  impolite  People  found 
Reception  in  Elks,  Beafts  that  never  bend  the  Knee. 
Trtole  of  Poets  defcended    into  Bem^   which  live 
upon  the  Moifture  of  their  own  Nails.    I  was  with 
great  Pleafure  liftening  to  his  Difcourfe;  when  a 
fpiteful  Fellow  happening  to. fling  a  Handful  of 
Beans    amongft   the  Company    it  fo  provoked  Fy- 
thagoraa,  that  covering  his  Head  with  his  Cloak,  he 
withdrew,  into  the  Shop;  leaving  us  to  guefs  at  the 
Occafion  of  his  Refentment  each  forming  different 
Opinions  of  what  could  have  moved  him  to  prohi- 
bit the  life  of  that'Pulfe;  fome  imagined  that  his 
Defign  was  to  perfuade  Men  toChaflity  by  th^Beah, 
as  reprefenting  Lafcivioufnefs;  others  fancied  he 
meant   to  make  Men  juft  and   upright  in  giving 
their  Votes   which  was  antiently  done  v/ith  Beans. 
But  what  I  moft  thought  upon    was,  how  eafily 
Men,  that  value  themfelves  as  Scholars  and  learn- 
ed, are  interrupted  and  incenfed   at   every    flight 
Occafion.  being  commonly  haughty,  and  afraid  ta 
I'ofe  the  Opinion  the  World  has  of  them. 

As  we  turned  the  Corner  of  a  Street,  we  met 
Sdpio  Afriennui  and  Lelim  iniwltxng  Ttrence^  and  going 
to  take  off  his  Social,  in  which  he  ftrided  up  and 
down  the  City  with  Honor  ;  for  they  charged 
bim  with  having  robb'd  them  of  'em  :  And  at  laft, 
as  Might  commonlv  overcomes  Right  they  forced 
riiem  ofF.  The  EflTefls  of  Power  in  Princes,  that 
not  contented  with  their  own  natural  Excellencies, 
tiiey  muft  affume  thofe  of  Ingenuity  too^  pluming 
and  adorning  themfelves  with  the  JLabouis  and 
Wonks  of  j)ooi:  Authors, 

One 
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One  Street  confined  of  nothing  but  Barbers  Shops 
on  both  Sides  of  the  Way;  which  made  me  ask 
yarro  what  Occafion  theRepublick  had  for  fo  many 
of  that  Trade,  efpecially  as  the  People  affeded  to 
let  their  Hair  and  Beards  grow:  He  anfwer'd  me 
with  a  Smile ;  that  they  were  not  Barbers  but  Cri- 
tics,  or  a  Sort  of  Surgeons  that  patched  and  mend- 
ed up  old  Authors,  letting  their  broken  Limbs  to- 
gether, putting  falfeHairon  fome,  inferring  Teeth, 
and  giving  artificial  Eyes,  ArmSj  and  Legs,  to  o- 
thers;  but  the  woi'fton'tis,  that  under  the  Pretence 
of  Authors  having  been  maim'd  by  Miftakes  made 
in  their  feveral  Copies  before  the  Invention  of 
Printing,  they  cut  off  the  Fingers  of  a  great  many, 
nay,  and  often  the  Hands  of  fome  as  not  being 
the  natural  ones,  and  clap  on  others  whtch  quite 
disfigure  them.  They  fometimes  carry  tbfir  Pre- 
fumption  fo  far  as  to  devife  a  Meaning'  never 
thought  of  by  the  Author  altering  and  pairing 
his  Words,  and  chequering  the  whole  Work  over 
with  Conjeftures.  I  did  not  think  my  Nofe  very 
fafe  in  this  Quarter;  fo  out  I  went  as  faft  as  I 
could,  obferving  to  Polydore  that  I  had  feen  fome 
of  thefe  Men  before  employ  d  in  other  Bufineffes  : 
Why  ay.  faid  he,  very  pleafantly,  there  are  Cr/nVs 
in  all  Bufineffes. 

Upon  our  Entrance  into  another  Street,  there 
appeared  Vcmocritui  laughing  fo  immoderately,  that 
I  wonder  d  to  fee  the  Gravity  of  a  Philofopher 
fo  difcompofed,  and  took  the  Freedom  to  ask  hin;i 
the  Reafon  of  it;  who  after  he  had  pretty  well  o- 
vercome  the  merry  Fit.  reply'd.  So  many  Things 
there  are  in  this  Republick,  which  would  each 
make  one^  tho'ever  fo  melancholy  die  with  Laugh- 
ter, that  it  can  only  be  excufable  in  vou  as  a 
Stranger,  to  ask  fuch  a  Queftion,  which  Ifliall  fa- 
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tisfy,  hy  giving  you  in  general  fome  Reafons  that 
may  plead  in  Behalf  of  the  Commotion  youfaw 
me  in. 

After  the  Travels  I  had  made  in  the  Purfuit  of 
Knowledge  among  the  IndiamyPerfiam,  Chaldeans,  and 
Ethiopians  and  had  perceived  the  Vanity  of  Philo- 
fophy  the  Troubles  of  this  Republick,  and  the 
miferable  Condition  it  is  now  reduced  to  by  the 
Citizens,  I  fully  refolved  to  laugh  atevery  Thing  j 
for  to  oppofe  my  felf  againft  fo  many,  and  have 
bewailed  the  Want  of  Redrefs  in  fuch  Eyjls,  had 
been  an  extreme  Folly  in  me,  could  I  have  been 
able  to  do  it;  and  had  I  put  on  ever  fo  great  and 
real  Grief,  yet  I  could  not  poflibly  have  forebore 
laughing  among  fo  many  Things  that  provoke  one 
to  it :  .Nor.do  I  think  it  likely,  that  the  moft  zea- 
lous BiigQt  in  the  Republick,  could  be  able  to  re- 
frain Laughter;  when  he  obferved  the  indifcreet 
and  ridiculous  Regard  and  Refpeft  that  moft  Na- 
tions pay  to  this  City,  admitting  no  Truth  but 
what  flows  from  the  Lips  of  this  People,  who  to 
take  Advantage  of  this  Credulity  in  the  World, 
and,  as  it  were,  m  Emulation  of  the  fupreme  Be- 
ing, have  create(^!nifhapen  airy  Beings,  and  pro- 
duced monftrous  Births,  notfo  much  aseverdream'd 
of  by  Nature,  filling  the  Sea  with  Tritons,  Photjas,  Ne- 
reids j  the  Air,  with  flying  Dragons  and  Horfes, 
Harpies  and  Sphinges;  inhabiting  the  Mountains 
with  Satyres^  Pans.  Silenui's,  Silvans,  Orcades,  and  Cen- 
taurs ;  the  Woods  Dryads  and  Silpbs ;  the  Fountains 
with  Nymphs.  In  ftiort,  thefe  Republicans  it  is  that 
have  introduced  Idolatry  into  the  World,  erecting 
Altars,  and  paying  Adoration  to  the  Stars,  Ele- 
ments, and  Creatures,  both  rational  and  irratio- 
nal, down  to  the  moft  Brutal  and  ftupid  Animals ; 
and  the  better  to  color  their  own  Vices,  they 
have  not  left  a  Rivei;  Fountain,  Ifle,  Mountain, 

Rock, 
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Rock,  Tree,  or  any  Place,  without  a  Metamorphofis, 
to  continue  down  the  fhameful  Stories  of  the  Rob- 
beries, Whoredoms,  and  Adulteries  of  the  Gods, 
whom  they  have  dared  to  load  with  Infamies,  ma- 
king thofe  bright  Luminaries  of  the  Firmament  to 
^6t  in  Confederacy  with  Brutes  and  Birds  in  Lafci- 
yioufnefs  and  other  beaftly  Crimes.  How  can  you 
expeft  me  not  to  laugh,  when  Ike  that  Mankind 
take  the  moral  Precepts  of  Life  from  thefe  Citizens? 
as  like  wife  their  Efteem  of  Virtue  and  Compofure  of 
Mind  fjjpm  us,  who  are  thofe  that  make  the  Soul 
the  molt  rebellious,  and  are  the  moft  prone  to  An- 
ger, the  moll  abandoned  to  our  Paflions,  infenfible 
to  Affedtion,  malicious,  the  moft  covetous,  ambi- 
tious, inconftant,  vain,  infolent  Admirers  of  our- 
felves,  and  that  defpife  others.  For  my  Part,  I  can't 
-but  laugh,  to  fee  the  Pride  and  vain  Glory  of  fome 
of  our  greateft  Scholars,  who  ftrut  about  like  F^i- 
cvc^s,  pluming  themfelves,and  pafling  for  profound 
Doctors  and  Men  of  Penetration.  tho\withoutone 
Grain  of  Self-Knewleige  ;  whofe  Minds  are  as  rude 
and  uncultivated  as  Defarts,  and  more  favage  and 
intractable. than  Brutes.  'Tis  at  fuch as  thefe, that 
Jlaugh.  Him  alone  do  I  think  truly  valuable,  who, 
although  not  skiird  in  Science,  knows  how  to  go- 
,tern  his  Paflions  and  AfFeftiqns,  being  fatisfy'd 
i:bat  he  can  want  nothing ;  fince  that  all  Things 
aJiound  to  him  whofe  Felicity,  although  not  equ^l 
to  that  of  Heaven,  yet  feems  to  come  nearly  up 

An^(^e?r:Piece   erf"  ridicuSous^^^^^^^  that  of 

^ho^fe  ^i^ho.'likei  Appm  the  GramfuarUn^  think  toren- 
-der  arty  one  immortal  by  a  Dedication  of  theirWorks 
-to  him  ;  and,  out  of  a  kind  of  humble  Pride  dedi- 
cate their  Labours  to  great  Men,  that  know  nothing 
of  the  Matter;  pleading  in  Excufe  for  their  Bold- 
*ief5,^the  Motive  of  Ncceffity,  that  obliged  thetti 
Q  to 
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to   look    out    for    Proteftion   againft  malicious 
Tongues  ;  juft  as  if  Patrons  could  be  able  to  de- 
fend what  they   underftand  nothing  of;  or  as  if 
in  buying  of  Books  we  compounded  not  to  have 
the  Privilege  to  find  Fault  with   them.    The  An- 
tients,  indeed,  were  more   difcreet,.  and  unbyajffed 
ty  any  bafe  Principle  in  their  Choice  of  a  Friend, 
or  fome  learned  Perlbn  to  dedicate  their  Works  to; 
ivhich  by  the  Scope  and  Tendency  of  their  Subjeft, 
carried  a  direft  Claim  to  the  Patron.    And  if  we 
confider  the  Sciences,  the  beft  Revenue  of  rfhis  Ci- 
ty, and  their  feveral  Profeflbrs,  what  Abufes  and 
Defaults  fliall    we  find  in  both,  that  will  rather 
raife  our  Laughter  than  Pity?  Only  take  Notice  of 
the   Vanity  o(  Grammarims,  who  in foknt  with  a 
little  Latin]  dare  to  talk  freely  of  all  Sciences  and 
Profeffions.    And  then  do  but pbferve  how  conceit- 
ed and  full  of  herfelf  is  Rhetoric}  who   with    her 
Paint   and  Varnifh  difcolors    the  Truthj    and  is 
but  a  Sink  of  Flattery,  an  Art  that  tries  to  impofe 
upon  and  allure  the  Senfes  withapleafing  Violence? 
She  is  fuch  a  ^ilt,  that  (he  feems  to  be,  what  fhe  is 
not.  and  is  what  fhe  feems  not  to  be.    This  waJs 
the  Harp  of  Orpheus,  whereby  he  drew  the  Beafts'  af- 
ter him;  as  likewife  that  of  Amphion,  who  made 
Brutes  and  Stones  move  to  her  Inchantment:  And, 
therefore,  the  Spartans  would  not  fuffer  her  to  come 
within  their  Walls.    The  Kotnam  too  baniflied  her 
the  City  twice;  and  the  Stoics  drove  her  out  of  the 
Schools,  becaufe   flie   play'd   upon    the  Affections, 
,  and  took  Adyantage  of  the  Weaknefles  of  the  Mind, 
Socraties  calls  Orators  p^}h\k\c  Sycopl^ntf.  '^nAw^s  fen- 
lible  of  the  Danger  of  admitting  them  into  Civil 
Offices  ;  feeing  that  by  their  perfuafive  Eloquence, 
they  might  deceive  the  Fo/)«/^c?,  and  carry  them  to 
what  they  would,  tearing  the  State  to  Pieces,  ari(J 
embroiling  it  with  Seditions ;  as  Experience  ha$ 
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fliewn  in  the  Perfons  of  Brutus^  Cajftu^,  the  Gracchi, 
Cato^Sy  VemoftheneSy  and  Cicero. 

And  Poetry,  v/hich  is  the  Sifter  of  RhetoriCy  how 
fcornfully  flie  looks  down   upon  other  Sciences, 
and  vainly  imagins  herfelf  to  be  above  them  all, 
Kecaufe  flie  only  had  Temples  built  to  her  by  An- 
tiquity :  She  dilbwns  her  Birth  from  Labor,    the 
Parent  of  the  other  Arts,  and  perhaps  of  Heaven 
its  felf.    And  what  ftill  adds  to  her  Pride  is,  that 
the  Scyth's,  Cretans,  and  Spaniards  writ   their  Laws,  as 
the  Goths  did  their  Hiftories,  in  Verfe.    But  it  ought 
to  humble  her  Airs,  that  fhe  is  only  an  afFedted 
Dame,  full  of  Vanity,  and   averfe  to   Truth;  that 
l^ubfifts  upon  Imitation   and  Fidion,  reprefenting 
nothing   but  Falfhood ;  and   fo  wanton,  that   (he 
akes  in  the  Gods  for  Accomplices  to  countenance 
|her   in   her  Extravancies,   Rapes,   and  Adulteries, 
aking   them   the  Inventors  of  fuch  Enormities, 
nd  fhe  it  is  that  enlivens  and  invigorates  unchaft 
ffeftions,  feeding  diflioneft  Defires,  both  in  her- 
*elf  and  others,  with  foft  Endearments  and  amo- 
ous  Care/Tes,  whofeflandering   Tongue   has  de- 
\m'd    the  Flonor  of  others.    Every     one  knows 
hat  poor QiieenPii/(?  has  fuffer'd  by  her;  who  was 
n  exemplary  Pattern  for  Matrons  of  Honefty  and 
haft  Deportment  ;  upon  which,  and   other    Ac- 
ountS',  Paetry  was  baniflied  out  of  .feveral  States. 

No  lefs  pernicious   to  the  World  is  Hijiory:,  fo^;'' 
,s  Men  naturalty  defire  Immortality,  which  they;^  . 
[an  t  arrive  at  but  bv  a  good  or  bad  Fame;  andas^ 
lis  is  not  to  be   perpetuated  by  Monuments  br^ 
atues,  but  down  in  Hiftories,  from  hence  it  pro- 
eds,  that  as  human  Nature  bears  ftronger  Inclina-'^ 
ons  to  f^tce  than  Firtues  more  feek  to  be  takeh  No-' 
ce  ot  by  Hijloriam,  like  F.rojiratui.  for  'fom'e  fignal 
illaaies,  than  for  any  Thing  clfeo_  Moreover  as 
G  z  both 
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Jboth  the  Virtues  and  Vices  of  Princes  are  related  in 
Hiftory,  we  are  naturally  more  apt  to  excul'e  our 
own  Frailty  by  the  Weaknefs  of  Great  Men,  than 
to  irnitate  their Virtues^    And  then  what  can  be  more 
ridiculous  than  the  Vanity  of  Hifiorians.  in  afluming 
1:0  themfelves,  both  the  Theory  and  Praftice  of  F<j. 
/mVj,  and  pretending  the  wholeof  both  to  be  ground- 
ed upon  the  Difcourfes  and  Events  of  their  Hifto- 
rits  •,  which,  in  Prudence, no  one  can  truft  to;  for, 
v^hat  out  of  Self -Love  Emery,  Spite   or  fome   other 
bafe  Principle,  and  Difregard  to  Veracity,  there  is 
fcarccly  one  Hiftorian  to  be  found  entirely    impar- 
tial and  faithful  in  his  Narrations,  who  does  not 
confult  more  the  Reputation  of  his  Ingenuity, 
than  Sincerity,  and  regard  more  publick  Example 
than  the  real  Nature  of  the  Faft  he  relates.    Th€ 
Creelis  valued  themfelves  for  their  Invention,  not 
adhering  to  Matter  of  EzS*,  and  the  Kemam  imitated 
them.    And,  although  in  fome  Hiftorians  we  may 
find  ajuft  Relation  of  Things,  yet  a  prudent  Politi- 
Mn  cannot  fafely  rely  barely  upon  them,  becaufe 
fee  mufl:  have  Occafion  to  pry  into  the  fecret  Spring! 
and  Motives  of  Aftions;  which    nbtwithftanding 
they  be  mentioned  by  the  Hiftorian,  yet  they  ar^ 
uncertain  and  imaginary,  or  only  pick'd  up  from 
common  Hear-fay.  fince  but  verv  few  Writers  wefd 
prefentupon  the  Spot,  when  Things  were  tranfaci 
ted;  nor,  indeed,  if  they  were  prefent,  could  thejf 
poflibly  attend  to  all  that  paft;  Nor  further,  werd 
they  admitted  into  the  Gabinets  of  Princes,  to  fed 
the  Incentives  of  their  publick  or  private  Aftio'n^l 
fo  that  they  are  governed  throughout  their  Relattf 
ons,  by  juft  what  every  one  fays  in  Praife  of,  anJ 
to  aggrandize  his  own  Aftions:  And  very  dftet  1 
they  infer  the  Motives  of  an  Aftion,by  the  SucccM] 
of  ir  5  wherein  they  are  influenced  by  Paflion   ol\ 
Affeftion,  or  fome  other  bafe  Difpofition,  giving 
stfiaifter  Interpretation  of  the  Aftions  of  Grea 
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Men:  And  as  Victs  are  divided  but  by  a  thin  Parti- 
tion from  virtues,  they  frequently  take  occafion  to 
call  a  Brave  Man.  Kafhy  a  Generous  one,  Prodigal ^ 
the  Prudent,  Slothful  y  and  the  Wary  and  Cauti- 
ous, Cowards,  Another  Rock  that  moft  Hijtorkns 
fplit  upon,  is  Tnterefty  for  which  they  flatter;  and 
V'ichout  it  they  malign  and  laih  Men  :  So  Patercului 
m'a.ii'es  S^jartm  Livia  and  Ti^en?^;  whereas  Tt^cims  ad- 
verts upon  the  Ambition  of  Sejams^  adhors  the  A- 
dulterefs  Livia,  and  deteds  the  Simulation  ofTiherir 
nVy  being  rather  too  keen  and  malicious  in  the 
Meaning  he  gave  his  Words,  which  carry  a  differ- 
ent Senfe  from  what  they  feem  ufually  to  intimate* 
And  this  is  a  dangerous  Privilege  for  an  Hijioriaiz 
to  make  in  his  Language,  v^hich  every  A<ftion  i$ 
fure  to  fare  the  worfe  for.  Xenophon  dos  not  tell  us 
I  what  Cyrus  was,  but  what  he  ought  to  have  been  5 
and  this  kind  of  Flattery  it  was,  that  conferred  Re- 
nown upon  Hercules^  AchiUe!,  He&or,  The  fins,  Epami" 
mndas.  Lyfrnier^  Xerxeiy  Alexander y  Fyrrhuiy  Hannibal,  Sci-- 
pioy  FotTTpsy,  and  Cafar,  a  Pack  of  famous  Rogues,  that 
over-run  the  World  with  Tyrannies* 

Confider  next,  continued  Vemocrhui,  that  Part  of 
Philofophv,  calPd  LcjgtV;  how  envelop'd  it  is  in  So- 
philJry,  Topics,  Words,  and  Confufion  of  Terms, 
which  it  has  invented  to  convey  our  Ideals  in  :  She 
is  fo  wholly  taken  up  about  Words,  that  (he  ne- 
.ver  looks  nor  carries  her  Confideration  farther  to 
explore  intoNature^s  Secrets,  as  appears  by  the  Pro- 
ficiency of  thofe  that  firft  invented  this  Science. 
And  as  you  have  but  juft  pafled  the  Schools,  and 
different  Se6ls  of  Philofophers,  there's  no  Occafioa 
for  me  to  enlarge  much  more,  upon  obferving  to 
you  how  artfully  they  all  diffemble  and  difguife 
their  Tim  under  the  falfe  Appearances  of  ^/V^^i; 
the  Epiaires  being  Gluttons  ;  the  Perip^tmics,  co- 
vetous j  the  Platonics  ?ind  Stoics,  zvxog^nt  and  vain- 
G   3  glorious. 
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glorious.    You  might  have  feen,  as  you  pafTed  them, 
how  widely  they  difagree  in  what  conftitutes  the 
Felicity  of  Man  ;  Epkuria  and  Arijlippus  place  it  in  De- 
lights and  Dainties;  Pythagoras  and  Socrates,  in  Virtue  \ 
jiriftotle,  in  Contemplation  ;  TheophraftuSy  in  Fortitude^ 
PiodoruSyin  feeling  no  Pain  ;  Periander in  Glory,  Ho- 
nor, and  Wealth;  and  others  ftill  place  it  elfewhere. 
Sure  never  were  more  extravagant   Deliriums  and 
Ul?ims  heard  !  But  it  is  much  that  among  all  thefef 
no  one  ever  thought  to  place  Man's  Felicity  in  not 
Writing  ;  which  is,  I  am  fure,  one   of  the  greateft 
and    m.oft  irkfom  Bufinefles   of  Life.    Plato  alone, 
the  moft  clear-fighted  of  them  all,  knew  it  to  be  a 
fruitlefs   Search  to  look  for    true  Felicity    upon 
t^arth\  and  therefore  put  it  in  the  Union  of  the  Sout 
with  the  Sovereign  Good,  when  it  returns  to  in- 
corporate with  its  Ideas.    For  Man.  while  he  con-^ 
tinues  here,  is  furrounded  with  Mifery  and  natu- 
ral Infirmities  :  He  is  only  the  S^ort  ot  Fortune  and 
a  fleeting  Shadow,  fure  to  be  fwallow'd  up  in  Death : 
The  World,  which  is  given    for  his  Abode,   is  as 
fickle  and  inconftant  .as  himfelf;  butaField  of  Bat- 
tle, or  a  Tragical  Theatre 'y  wherefore  it  is  neither  in 
the  World,  nor  in  Man,  that  the  true  and  real  Fe- 
licity can  be  found,  but  elfewhere,  and  in  another 
kind   of  Being,  that  we  muft  expeft  to  meet  with 
it.    The  Philofopher  then  turning  himfelf  about 
with  a  cheerful  Countenance,  went  on  ;  How  up- 
pi(h  and  vain  too  is  Arithmetic,  becaufe  Pythagoras 
dreamt,   that  in   her  Numbers  were  all  the  Scien- 
ces included :  She  was  born  at  one  Birth  with  Ga- 
fning^  and  bred   up  at  the  Breads  of  Avarice''^  who 
by  her  magical  Charafters,  draws  up  in  a  fmall  Com- 
pafs  all  the  Riches  of  the  CTrnW/e^and  calculates  the 
unwearied  Steps  of  the  Sun. 

Geometry  likewife  takes  greatly  upon  her,  becaufe 
>vithout  her  Help  there's  no  Admilfion  into  Plata.s 
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School,  and  becaufe  the  "Egyptim  through  her  Affi- 
llance  made  Statues  that   could  fpeak  :  Jrcbytas  of 
Taremum    too,  contrived  by   her  a  Dove  that   could 
fly  5  and  Archimedes   large  Adamantine   Orbs,  thac 
moved  correfpondent   with    thofe   in  the  Heaven. 
She  has  forgot  her  firft  Rife,  which  llie  owes  to  the 
Inundations  of  the  Nile,  and  is  but  a  Sifter  of  thofe 
^  imperfeft  Infecis  fpawned  on  her  Bank.     She  has  in- 
deed this  however  to  brag  of  more  than  the  other 
Sciences,  That  her  Principles  are  certain  and  con- 
llant,  in  which  all  agree,  without  that  Variety  of 
Opinions  that   are  in  JJlronomy    wherein    the  Jra- 
biam,  Egyptians   and  Chaldeans,  did  all  difagree,  both 
as  to  the  Number  of  the  Heavens,  and  their  Move- 
ments, Orbs,  Differences,   and  Epicycles,  each  pre- 
fuming  them  to  be  juft,  as  he  underftood  them,  tho' 
ignorant  whether  they  were  fo.  or  no.    And  this 
Conf-ifion,  w^hich  arofe  from   the  various  Courfes 
of  the  Stars,  and  the  Motion  of  the  Heavens,  (they 
being  fo  diretSly  contrary  and  different  one  fromi 
the  other)  made  v4y?r()wowerrimagin,  as  they  thought 
it,  impoiTible  for  the  different  Movements  to  con- 
center in  one  Body  fuch  a  Number  of  Heavens,  and 
in  them  fo  many  Orbs,  Equators,  and  Epicycles: 
And  by   this  Salvo,  the  feeming    ImpofTibilities  va- 
nifli'd,  as  the  Differences  likewife  were  in  a  man- 
ner cleared  up~  and  the  feveral  Motions  were  regu- 
lated  and  pretty  exaftly  meafured   by  this   their 
imaginary  Strufture  of  the  Heavens;  which  is  the 
bell;  and  mofl  ufeful  Lye  that  ever  was  form'd,  fince 
that  certain  and  true  Effefts  proceed  from  it;  for 
now  they  can  foretel  to  a  Minute  the  Eclipfes  and 
future  Afpecls  of  the  Stars  and  Planets.    But  if  fo 
be  that  the  Regularity  of  fome  is  not  yet  exaftly 
adjufted,  as  that  of  Mars,  and  others  fince  difcover^d 
by  Telefcopes,  whofe  Motions  do  ftiU  want  better  to 
be  afcertain'd  ;  and  if  a  perfefl:  Knowledge  of  AU 
of  them  be  required,  for  us  to  be  able  to  make  an 
G  4  exaft 
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exaft  Judgment  of  them,  how  then  dares  Afirology 
*  pretend  to  prefage  future  Events  by  the  Motion, 
Difpoiition,  and  Nature  of  the  Stars,  feeing  that 
human  Capacity  is  of  too  fliort  a  Tether,  our  Com- 
yrehenfion  too  feeble  and  difproportionate  to  the 
knmenfe  Diftance  between  us  and  them,  for  us  e- 
vcr  to  arrive  at  the  Knowledge  of  them,  by  the 
bare  Direiflion  of  their  Light  and  Rays  ^  and  there- 
fore we  foar  too  high  in  pretending  to  difcover 
what  is  afting  there.  What  tho'  here  below  we 
are  apt  to  infer  and  perceive  the  Caufes  by  their 
Effefts,  yet  in  the  Heavens  that  is  impoflible  to  be 
dLonej  for  fince  the  Stars  are  infinite  in  Number, 
how  will  any  one  be  able  to  diftiguifh  the  Influ- 
ences of  one  Star  from  thofe  of  another,  efpecially 
fince  each  afFefts  differently,  according  to  its  dif- 
ferent Afpeft  and  Pofition  ?  Nay,  and  though 
the  Hatwrei  and  Firtuei  of  each  were  known,  yet 
if  they  only  dif|afe  or  incline,  not  oblige  us, 
how  can  we  fail  to  make  a  rafli  Judgment  by 
them,  fince  that  our  Liberty,  Education,  Difci- 
pline,  Religion,  Manners,  the  Place  we  are  bred 
lip  in,  Complian€e  with  others,  and  many  more 
iuch  like  Accidents,  do  all  change  and  alter  our 
natural  Difpofitions  >  Nor  indeed  do  I  lefs  diflike 
the  Opinion  of  Origen  and  Jibmy^  Ma^nus^  That  the 
Sears  are  not  the  Caufe  of  future  Contingencies,  but 
Sigm  Aticnhtit  by  GOD  in  radiant  Charaders  in 
the  voluminous  Scroll  of  the  Heavens  wbofe  Mo- 
tions point  out  and  unfold  to  the  World  future 
Events.  But  this  Opinion  is  erroneous  too,  feeing 
thatt  Events  arifing  both  from  Chance  and  our 
own  Free-wrlL  are  infinite  and  numberlefs ;  in  fo 
many  Ages  rolling  on,  they  can't  poflibly  be  fore- 
boded by  the  Stars,  which  keep  one  conftant  and 
uniform  Motion. 
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Thofe,  however,   that  apply  themfelves  to  this 
Science,  may  be  excufed  by  the  noble  Views  they 
have,  or  the  Divinity   that  they   afpire  after,  in 
prying  into  future  Events  :  But  what  Excufe,  con- 
tinued Vemocritus,  can  be  given  for  Lawyers  >  who 
live  upon   other  People,  taken  up  wholly  in  the 
Quarrels  and  Concerns  of  others  >  whofe  Faculty 
is  like  an  Elephant,  carrying  upon  his  Back  great  Ca- 
bles, or  rather  Mountains  of  Texts  and  Books?  and 
their  Profe/Tion,  like  an  Unicorn,  continued    down 
from  Father  to   Son  in  Regifters  ?  in  which  Mat- 
ters are  all  ftudied  to  their  Handj  whereby    the 
Genius  is  crampt,  being  obliged    to  adhere  to  the 
Words  and   Meaning   of  the  Legiflator,  juft  as  if 
tjieir  Laws  were  always  founded  upon  the  tnoft  fix- 
ed and  foundeft  Principles  of  Reafon  ?  And  if  Law? 
be  not  fo  grounded,  I  don't  fee  how  it  can  be  called 
a  Science,  being  the  Offspring  of  the  frail  and  fhart- 
fighted  Underftandin^of  Man:  Which  the  SrffLaw^ 
Givers  of  the  World  were  very  fenfible  of*,  and 
therefore  they  endeavoured  to  give  a  divine  San<^i- 
on  or  Authority  to  them   among  the  Vulgar,  by 
perfwading  Men,  they  had  them  by  the  Infpiratt- 
on  of   fome  Deity  :  As   Mercttry  pretended   he  had 
received  his  from  (7/r/<;  Minos  his  Laws  from  ^z^/'/Ver ; 
Charonday  his    from   Siturn\  Solan  his  from   Minerv^t^j 
Lyeurius  his  from  Apolld\  and  Humn  Pompiiiushis  from 
the  Nymph   Fieria,    All  which  Laws,  were  we  to 
take  the  Trouble  toconfider,  we  ihould  find  many 
of  them  to  Swerve  from  Honefty.  Reafon,  and  the 
Dilates  of  Nature,  and  that  they  carry  a  rank  Sa- 
vor of  that  Frailty  and  Malice  which  made    them. 
And  as  for  the  Lawyers  themfelves,  they  are  fuch 
that  we  muft  not  only  bribe  them  to  fpeak.  but  to 
hold  their  Tongue.     And  was  it  not  to  make  Room 
for  the  Fhyjiciam,  I  fhould  certainly  deem  them  the 
moft  pernicious  to  Mankind  5  for  as  the  one  ruins 
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our  Eflates,  fo  the  other  our  Lives :  But  Princes  it 
is  that  fufFer  moft  by  the  laft;  for  Phyficiam  taking 
the  Advantage  of  the  natural  Defire  in  Man  to  live, 
and  as  they  know   their  Intereft  to   be   beft  with 
fickly  and  infirm  People,  they  obferveit  as  a  fetled 
Aphorifm  to  impair  the  Health  of  their  Prince,  ia 
order  to  keep  him  fubjeft  to  them  and  to  aggran- 
dize and  enrich  themfelves.    Wherefore  it  look'd 
like  great  Difcretion  in  that  King  of  France,  who 
allowed  his  Fhyficia.ni  great  Sallaries   while  he  was 
well,  but  took  them  away  again,  when  he  fell  ill. 
Tht  Egyptians  Babylonians,  and   Arcadiani  kept  them- 
felves free  of  this  Evil  i  for   they  would  not  en- 
courage this   Faculty,  or   Military   Art,  that   un- 
doubtedly received  its  Birth  from  Civil  Wars  with 
which  formerly  they  ufed  to  fight,  as  now-a>Days 
they  do  with  Fire  and   Sword.    Greece  was  fo  well 
verfed  in  it,  that  to  difpatch  their  Adverfaries  the 
Komanu  they  fent  Fhyficiam  amongfl  them;  which  the 
Republick  being    apprized  of.  immediately  drove 
them  back-     Moreover,  continued  he,  who  does  not 
fee  the  great  Incertainty  of  this  Science  ?  The  Con- 
ftitutions  of  Men  being  as  different  as  their  Faces, 
and  fo  intricate,  that  a  Man  can  but  fcarcely,  after 
a  long  Experience  know  his  own,  nay.  and  even 
then   he  can't  be  fure  on't ;  for  the  Conftitution 
daily  alters  and  is  liable  to  change  through  a  Mul- 
titude of  Accidents,  which  makes  it  impofiible  al- 
moin for  a  Fhvfician  to  know  them  ;  how  then  is  it 
likely  for  him  to  hit  on  the  Cure  ?  But  to  fuppofe 
that  Phyficians  could  difcover  them,  yet  ftill  as  Dif- 
tempers   are  various,  and  their  Caufes  numberlefs, 
and  part  finding  out,  how  can  they  be  able  to  ap- 
ly  fuitable  Remedies  ?  And  although  they  Were  a- 
le  to  penetrate  into  the  latent  Caufes  of  Diftem- 
pers,  yet  even  then  a  more  exquifite  Knowledge 
ftill  would  be  wanting;  as  to  know  the  feveral  Fir- 
Hies  and  Effe^s  lodged  in  Things ;  which  Nature  has 
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providently,  in  order  to  open  a  free  Commerce 
and  Correfpondence  between  different  Nations, 
concealed  in  Stones.  Plants,  and  Animals,  fo  that 
her  rirtues  and  Powers  do  not  lie  confined  to  one 
Thing,  or  to  one  Place,  but  in  feveral ;  which  put 
us  under  aNeceffity  to  carry  our  Search  after  themi 
into  other  Nations,  efpecially  after  thofe  that  we 
wanted  in  our  own  ;  and  proved  a  Means  to  unite 
and  cement  different  Countries  in  Love  and  Amity  1 
But  when,  after  all  our  Experience  in  explorimg 
and  difcovering  thefe  fecret  Virtues,  we  happily 
light  upon  fom.e,  there  is  yet  a  remaining  Danger 
in  the  Application  of  them ;  for  what  cures  one 
Part,  is  often  deflruftive,  by  fome  fecret  Quality 
or  other,  to  the  reft. 

But  there  is  no  Occafion  for  any  other  Argument 
.  to  fhew  the  Infufficiency  of  this  Art,  than  to  ob- 
ferve  how  few  Men  die  natural  Deaths,  which  al- 
moft  all  would  do,  was  Phyfic  certain  and  only  to 
correft  the  Humors  of  the  Body,  keeping  them 
up  to  fuch  an  Equality,  as  that  they  fhould  equal- 
ly decreafe  and  wear  out  together.  He  was  no 
Stranger  to  this  Faculty,  that  faid,  Jrt  was  long, 
dnd  Life  Short  :  Experience  befides  is  deceitful,  and 
upon  that  Account  the  Doftor  more  dangerous  than 
the  Difeafe  ;  which  Nature  by  her  own  Strength 
is  more  likely  to  remove,  than  all  his  Ghfters,  and 
poifonous  Potions. 

This  is  the  Perfeftion  of  the  Sciences  fo  much 
noifed  about  here,  which  1  have  carefully  confider- 
cd  in  the  feveral  ProfefTors  of  them  in  this  Repub- 
lick;  and  thefe  are  the  general  Caufes  of  my  Laugh- 
ter, though  fometimes  it  be  rais'd  by  more  parti- 
cular ones,  as  it  was  'at  that  Junfture,  you  asked 
me  the  Reafon  of  it;  which  was  to  fee  ^Poet  run- 
ning like  a  Mad  Fellow  to  fliew  his  Friends  an  EpU 
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grjtm,  before  the  Jn^  was  fcarcely  dry,  in  i'vich prodi- 
gious Hafte,  as  if  fomebody  had  cut  off  his  Nofe ; 
and  he  was  goiog  to  get  itclapt  on  again,  while  the 
Blood  ran  warm. 

Marcm  Vnrro  and  I  burft  out  laughing  at  the  Sage's 
Pleafantry  \  when  on  a  fudden  HerAclkm,  who  .was 
on  one  Side  of  us,  turning  himfelf  about  in  aPaf- 
fion,  with  his  Face  all  over  in  Tears,  told  us,  He 
could  not  think  it  pofTible  for  any  one  to  laugh 
in  this  Republick,  that  had  but  his  right  Senfes,  or 
that  could  fee  the  Calamities  of  the  Place,  and  con- 
fider  how  fparing  of  her  Benefits  Nature  had  been 
towards  the  Citizens:  For  what  tho\  faid  he  La- 
gic^  Rhetoric,  Poetry,  Philofophy.  and  the  other  Sciences 
are  born  and  bred  amongft  us;  yet  they  grow  up 
in  the  Midft  of  fucb  grofs  Ignorance,  as  requires  a 
great  deal  of  Pains  and  Labor  to  brighten  thera 
up,  and  what  we  are  our  whole  Life-time  about; 
for  juft  as  Gold  and  Silver  are  found  in  the  Mines 
encrufted  with  Drofs  and  Alloy,  which  if  they  are 
not  refined  in  the  fmnice^  and  worked  with  the 
Hammer  their  hidden  Worth  liesufelefs;  fo  by  vaft 
Lithor  and  Fatigue  it  is.  that  we  come  to  polifh  our 
Underftandings,  and  to  difcover  the  Sciences  lodg- 
ed in  them. 

What  Tears  and  Trouble  in  our  Youth,  what 
Travels  and  Watchings  does  it  afterwards  in  our 
advanced  Age  coll  us,  in  Reading  Writing,  and 
Study,  to  acquire  our  fmall  Stock  of  Knowledgef^ 
For  which  at  lait.  fo  ill  are  we  dealt  by,  we  are  o- 
bliged  to  our  Mafters,  the  Brutes  with  whom  Na- 
ture has  {hewn  herfelf  more  generous  and  liberal. 
It  is  to  them  we  in  a  great  Meafure  owe  the  Arts 
and  Sciences.  We  learned  our  Politics  from  the  Bees ; 
and  Oeconomy  from  the  Am*^  the  firft  giving  us  the 
Notion  of  Monarchy,  in  the  folc  Government  of 

one, 


LETTERS.  85 

one,  as  the  laft  gave  us  that  of  Arijlpcracy,  by  their 
ieing  governed  by  a  few,  and  thofe  the  beft.  The 
Cranes  hinted  to  us  Vemecracy,  in  that  they  all  reign 
by  Turns.  The  Mile  Bird  iliew'd  us  Navigation,  his 
Wings  being  the  Oars,  and  his  Tail  the  Rudder. 
We  were  taught  to  weave  by  the  Spidery  to  build, 
hy  the  Swallow-^  to  give  aGlyfter,  by  the  Storl^'^  to 
bleed  by  tha  Hifpopotatms  j  and  by  the  Kkphant  Sur- 
gery. And  fo  likewife  Man's  laborious  Obfervations 
in  Ajlrmomy.  we  may  fee  experimented  by  Beafts: 
The  Cynocephaltis  diftinguiflies  Day,  Night,  and  the 
Hours,  like  an  animated  Clock,  by  his  Bark.  The 
Solftim  are  known  by  tbe  Bird  of  Paradife,  his  then 
fliewing  himfelf :  And  DoIphins^Duclis,  and  the  Kingts 
Fijher  foretold  us  the  Seafons. 

The  Philofopher  was  here  interrupted,  and  we 
obliged  to  run  into  z  Porch^  to  make  Way  for  a 
Drove  of  Beafts,  as  Lms  Tigers  iPolves.  Foxes  and  fe- 
veral  Infers,  that  followed  a  Fellow  remarkably  ugly 
and  deformed,  with  a  pointed  Head  a  wrinkled 
Forehead,  his  Eyes  quite  funk  into  his  Head  a  flat 
Nofe,  blubber  Lips,  and  a  very  fwarthy  Complexi- 
on ;  with  a  Hump  both  behind  and  before  an  Iron 
Collar  about  his  Neck  and  mark'd  upon  the  Cheek; 
whom  the  Philofopher  no  fooner  perceived,  but  he 
refumed  his  Difcourfe,  faying; 

Follow  that  Slave,  by  Name  ^opi  and  you  fhal! 
fee  how  in  making  Beafts  to  fpeak.  he  teaches  by 
their  Means,  this  Republick  the  trueft  Philofophy, 
both  Moral  and  Political'^  for  he  follows  the'beft  and 
fureft  Mafters.  And  now,  continued  he,  O  De/;;^- 
eritus,  how  can  a  Philofopher  that  attentively  con- 
fiders  the  Weaknefs  of  human  Nature,  laugh  in  a 
Matter  that  fo  greatly  deferves  his  Pity. 
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This  Reprimand  of  his,  tho'  followed  with  a 
flood  of  Tears,  could  not  ^ut  Democrhus  out  of  his 
merry  Vein :  So  I  e  en  laugh'd  at  both  to  fee  that 
the  one  laugh  d  becaufe  the  other  woujd  not;  and 
the  one  grieve,  becaufe  the  other  would  not  weep. 
Altho'  fometime  after,  I  could  not  but  think  both 
the  one  and  the  other  to  inveigh  too  malicioufly 
againftthe  Sciences ;  which  are  a  Sort  of  Attributes 
annexed  to  the  Divine  Being  :  For  what  is  Poetry 
but  a  Divine  Spark,  lighted  up  in  but  few?  And 
Rhetoric,  but  an  Infpiration  from  Above  to  influ? 
ence  us  to  l^irtue  ?  Hijtory  but  the  Looking  Glafs  of 
^ove,  that  fhews  Time  part,  prefent,  and  future? 
Or  Natural  Philofophy,  but  the  Energy  of  his  Pow- 
er ?  As  Moral  is  nothing  but  the  Richnefs  of  his  Good- 
nefs,  Agronomy  is  a  Sample  of  his  Greatnefs  ;  And 
Arithmetic,  w\\dit  is  it,  but  his  Dilcourfe  bounded  on- 
ly by  his  Effence  and  Majefty  ?  Geometry  but  the  In- 
ftrument  he  made  all  Things  by,  in  Weight,  Num- 
ber, and  Meafure  ?  And  Lavi?,  but  the  Execution  of 
his  Juftice?  Or  Fhyftc.  but  a  Demonllration  of  his 
Loving-Kindnefs?  But  what  will  Envy  fpare?  Even 
the  5ir/w,  who  far  furpafles  all  Things  irt  Beauty^ 
and  would  make  the  very  Idolatry  of  his  Worihip 
cxcufable,  has  had  thofe,  who.  tho'  without  fJ^^/^s 
Eyes,  have  prefumed  to  itt  a  Number  to  his  Rays, 
and  to  charge  his  Brightnefs  with  Blemiflies  and 
Spots. 

Taking  leave  of  the  Philofophers.  I  turned  theCor- 
nerof  a  Street, and  met  ^'^/j/j^o  full-but,  running  with 
her  Coats  in  her  Hand,  from  her  Father  :  Who,  as 
Iftopp'd  him,  made  fad  Complaints  of  his  Daugh- 
ter ;  that  flie  minded  nothing  but  to  make  Verfes, 
without  the  leajl  Thoughts  of  the  Bufmefs  and  Conr 
cerns  of  the  Houfe,  as  to  [ew  and  fpin ;  which  faid 
he,  are  the  fitteft  and  moll  faecoraiirg  for  a  Woman : 
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*Tis  not  for  them  to  ftudy  and  fling  away  their 
Time  upon  Books,  which  diftraft  their  Thoughts, 
and  are  apt  to  make  them  vain  of  the  little  they 
know,  to  enter  into  Difputes.  and  to  keep  Com- 
pany with  Men  5  to  the  no  fmall  Prejudice  of  their 
Charader.  as  it  makes  them  grow  remifs  and  ne- 
gleftful  of  the  Reiervednefs  and  Decency  of  their 
Sex.  I  was  greatly  touched  at  the  old  Man's  Cafe,_ 
whofe  Daughter  by  her  Study  and  Frieks,  had  made 
herfelf  the  Town-talk  of  the  Place,  and  led  the  old 
Gentleman  a  very  wearifom  Life.  Having  pretty 
well  appeafed  him  however,  by  the  plaufible  Ex- 
cufes  I  made  in  her  Behalf,  I  took  my  Leave,  and 
went  up  a  Street  where  I  faw  the  famous  Hiftories 
of  PUmins  Edition,  with  Eoxvcrs  de  Lewis,  Griffins  and 
Salamanders  in  their  Frontijpiece :  It  would  have  fur- 
prized  one  to  fee  the  Number  of  Difhes  cooked  out 
there;  there  were  /Fneiis  gilt  on  the  Back,  boiPd, 
baked  and  curioully  di:ei's'dFajii^niMetafmrphofesYOd.{i' 
ed,  tofs  d  up  in  Pancalies  and  Fritters,  fteep'd  in  Wa- 
ter, and  difhed  out  after  the  fineft  Fafhion ;  and  (o 
coftly,  that  I  was  apt  to  imagin  the  Citizens  ow- 
ed their  Ills,  Indigeftion  Head-Aches,  dejedied  and 
fodden  Looks  to  them,  becaufe  they  did  not  know 
when  to  be  fatisfied  in  the  rich  Repaft.  But  no 
Difli  there  plea  fed  me  fo  much,  as  Poen  well  min- 
ced, and  Kepublicl^s  fricaHTied ;  which  made  as  good  a 
Figure  as  the  beft  in  PUntins  Shop:  Wherein  I  was 
juft  preparing  to  enter  had  not  3f.  Firro  hid  me  de- 
fer it  till  I  had  feen  the  ^kljions  Houfe.  which  flood 
oppofite  againfl:  us.  Whither  he  no  fooner  con- 
duced me,  but  I  faw  Men  fcourging  of  ?er;«rm  irt 
great  Numbers  who  had  fworn  to' Things  they 
I  knew  nothing  of,  upon  the  bare  Word  and  Cre- 
dit of  their  Mafters;  and  as  many  more  underwent 
the  fame  Punifliment,  for  their  wanton  Abufe  of 
the  Gfree/^  Language.  We  were  admitted  into  a  large 
\h^11  by  two  Grammmm,  where  I  beheld  exalted  a- 

bove 


The  Republick  of 


above  the  reft  the  three  venerable  Judges  of  Anti- 
quity, Minos,  RbaiamMthus,  and  M^uu    The  Court 
was  but  juft  begun,  when  there  came  in  to  defend 
aCaui'e  an  elderly  Man  leaning  upon   a  Stick,  (ba- 
king all  over  with  a  Palfey,  and  with  fo  aged  a  Look, 
that,  to  guefs  by  his  Countenance,  he  was  at  leaft 
ninety  Years  old :  It  furprized  me  to  fee  that  one 
of  that  Age  had  not  withdrawn  himfelf  from  the 
Hurry  of  the  World,  to  fpend  his  laft  feeble  Breath 
in  Retirement  and  Eafe.     Who^  as  Varro,  at  my  De- 
fire,  told  me,  was  that  learned  Advocate  and  Content- 
prdry  of  SenecA,  thuranius,  who  was  fo   ufed   to  the 
Noife  of  the  Bar,  that  when  by  the  Order  of  C>iius 
Cefar,  he  was  obliged  to    retire  from  Bufinefs,  he 
laid  himfelf  down  in  a  Kind   of  Agony   upon  his 
Bed,  and  ordered  his  Servants  to  mourn  for  him  as 
if  dead:  The  idle  Time   of  their  old  Mafter   was 
grievoufly  lamented  by  them  j  inibmuch  that  had 
he  not  been  reftored  again  to  his  Office,  they  would 
have  had  Occafion  to   bemoan    his  Funeral.    Such 
fottifh  Ambition  are  Men  pofTefled  with,  that  they 
covet  to  live  more  for  other  Men's  fakes  than  their 
own,  never  enjoying  the  Happinefs  of  an  eafy  and 
fedate  Mind.     I  had  a  great  Defire  to  hear  him.  but 
was  prevented  by  a  Company  of  Officers  dragging 
along  ^ulitis  C^far  Scaliger,  with  a  Gag  in  his  Mouth, 
and  his  Hands  manacled  ;  and  after  him  followed 
Ovid,  Plautus,  Terence,  Propenius.TibuUuu  Claudian  StatiuSy 
^lita  Itdlicm,  Lucany  Horncey  Juvenal   Perpus.  and  Mar- 
ml\  all  of  them  almoft  being  maimed     and  with 
Scars  in  their  Faces;  one  without  a  Nofe   anothep 
without  an  Eye,   fome  with  artificial  Teeth  and- 
Hair   others  with  wooden  Legs  and  Arms,  fo  mon*  | 
i^roufly  disfigured  that  they  hardly  knew  their  owfi  i 
Faces.^    A  profound.Silencearofe  in  the  HM\  when 
Ovid,  in  the  Name  of  the  reft,  as  being  the  moft 
eloquent  and  verfed  i\\  Kb^mif  and  the  law^  which 
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in  "his  younger  Years  he  had  ftudy*d,  addrefs*d  his 
Complaint  againft  ScAiiier, 

*'  In  this  Cafe,   you   moft  impartJal  Judges^  iC 

"  would  be  needlefs  to  make  ufe  of  Rhetoric  to  cap- 

*•  tivace  your  Favor,  to  raife   your  Attention  by 

*'  an  artful  Exordium^  to  inform  you  by  alongDe*^ 

^*  tail  of  the  Matter,  or  to  convince  yau   by  tedi- 

*'  oLis  Narration;  or  laftly,  to  inflame  your  Minds 

^*  by  a  Confirmation    and   Conclufion    upon  the 

"  whole:  All  this,  I  fay,  would  be   needlefs  j  fpr 

"  here  ftands   the  Delinquent  before  your   Eyes, 

''  with  bis  Hands  now  teeming;  with  Blood,  and 

'*  the  Wounds  ftill  bleeding.    The  evident  Ttuth 

*•  of  the  Faft  will  not  admit  of  any  Rhetorical  Ar^ 

*^  tifice,  no  more  than  your  known  Readinefs  to 

*'  punifti  Offences  would  permit  me  to  tire  you 

*'  out  with  a  tedious  Narration  ;  But  let  ourman- 

**  gled  Countenances  and  maimed  Bodies  fpeak  for 

"  tis :  Thefe  are  .the  Offences,  and  he  there  the  Of- 

*^  fender     And  as  for  our  Innocency  and  Conduft, 

^  we  appeal  to  the    whole    Republick  ;  wherein 

"  we  have  lived  upwards  of  a  thoufand  Years,  not 

^'  only  eafy  and  peaceable,   but  with  Honor  and 

^  Elleem.     What  have  Plautus  and  Terence  done,   to 

''  defervei  fuch  Treatment?  who  have  always  been 

'^  the   Entertainment  and  Delight  of  the  Peoplb; 

"  the  one  an  agreeable  and  well-fpokcn  Man;  the 

*'  other  grave  and  circumrpe(5t  ?  In  what  have  Pro- 

["  pertim  ^nd  TibuUus  offended  }  both  pleafanr,  fweet, 

"  and  amorous  Men  ?  And  then,  as  for  Silim  ttalim^ 

he  IS  of  that  great  Humility,  that   he  is  nevfer 

lifted   up;  but  carries  his  Eyes  downwards,  aild 

looks  for  thofe  Beauties  in  others,  he  fees  are 

wanting  in  himfelf     Emim    indeed,  is  fomethirtg 

impolite  in  Converlation,  but    then    his  great 

Abilities  make  up  for  that.    Claudianh  remarkable 

iJJ  for  bis  liveiinefe?  and  altho*  hi$  StQCk  be  not 

H  large. 
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large^  yet  he  finely  fets  it  off  to  Advantage.  And 
what  ifStatius  be  prefumptuous  ?  Lucan  proud  and 
haughty  ?  thefe  Faults  proceed  from  their  Fain- 
Glory,  and  the  Impetuofity    of  their  Genm,  and 
injure  none  but  themfelves.    Horace  is  fevere  and 
exaft  ;  who,  though  he  fliews  a  Value  for  his  own 
Talent,  does  not  depreciate  thofe  of  others*,  and 
if  fometimes  he  cutsaSFoJ^e,  'tis  fure  to  be  a  civil 
one,  and  only  for  Mirth's  fake.    ^uvenaL  I  muft 
allow,  isfatyrical;  but  then  he  is  an  honeft  Man, 
and  only  does  it  out  of  pure  Zeal  to  reform  this 
Republick,  taking  Notice  of  Vices  in  general, 
without  fo  much  as  once  mentioning  the  Delin- 
quent:  Whom  Ferjiu^  muftftill  have  offended  lefs; 
becaufe,  indeed,  if  he  had   offended  him  at  all, 
his  Talk  is  fo  obfcure,  confufed,  and  intricate, 
that  no  one  could  tell  whether  the  Affront  was 
levelled  at  him  or  fome  Body  elfe.    Martial  is  the 
only  one  that,  by  his  ugly  Temper,  keen  Jokes, 
and  humorfom  Turns,   could  pofTibly   have  gi- 
ven any  Occafionto  the  Delinquent  for  this  Abufe; 
but  he  protefts  and  vows  he  never  faw,  nor  ever 
heard  any  Thing  of  him.    And,  laftly,  with  your 
Leave,  to  mention  myfelf. 

*'  I  may  without  Prefumption  fayj  that  T  have 
*^  always  been  looked  upon  as  one  of  a  meek  and 
*'  eafy  Temper  ;  and,  though  I  never  wanted  for 
*'  Wit,  yet  it  can't  be  faid,  that  lever  employed 
•^  it  to  others  Prejudice  ;  and  if  in  my  Youth,  I  com- 
"  mitted  fome  Extravagancies  in  Love  Affairs,  I 
*^  have  fuffered  for  them  in  my  Banifliment,  and 
*'  no  one  ought  to  be  puniflied  twice  for  the  fame 
"  Crime.  But,  fuppofe  we  had  all  been  guilty  of 
**  Faults,  the  offender  was  no  competent  Judge ; 
•'  your  Cognizance  alone  it  was  that  they  had 
*^'  ought  to  have  fallen  under.  But  no  wonder, 
it  indeed,  he  has  ufed  us  fo  infolently,  fmce  that 

l^  he 
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"  he  has  not  kept  off  his  prophane  Hands  from 
"  pious  and  religious  Authors,  as  Sana^arm,  Bede, 
*'  Eufeb'm,  and  others.  Defend,  therefore,  moft 
"  grave  Judges,  our  Honor,  and  fecure  the  Tran- 
"  quillity  of  theRepublick,  which  is  greatly  threat- 
"  ned  by  this  daring  and  prefumptuous  Citizen, 
"  whofe  File  is  like  a  two-edged  Sword,  and  from 
"  which  no  one  of  us  is  fafe.  *' 

Cvii  had  fcarcely  made  an  End,  before  Scaliget^  ta- 
king the  Gag  out  of  his  Mouth,  entred  upon  his 
Defence  with  an  haughty  Air  and  Shew  of  Con- 
tempt for  the  venerable  Affembly,  without  the 
leaft  Refpeft  or  Reverence  to  the  Judges,  beihg  in- 
cenfed  to  fee  himfelf  affronted  in  fo  publick  a  Place : 
But  the  People  prevented  his  going  on  5  far  they 
dragged  him  through  the  HaU^  and  were  both  the 
Judges  and  Executioners  of  that  Sentence,  he  might 
have  expefted  to  hear  from  the  Tribunal,  The  Peo- 
ple, however,  had  fuffered  for  this  Piece  of  Pre- 
fiimption  in  the  Face  of  the  Court,  had  not  fome 
more  weighty  Matter  happened  to  take  off  th& 
Minds  of  the  Judges;  which  was  a  Multitude  of 
People  that  rumed  into  the  H^S,  crying  and  roar- 
ing that  their  Ladifliips  the  Sc'uncei^  were  gone 
from  their  Palace;  and  that  there  was  now  only  a 
few  Marks  or  Ruins  to  be  feen  of  what  they  had 
been.  The  Citizens  lifted  up  both  their  Eyes  and 
Voices  to  Heaven,  filling  the  Place  with  difmal 
Moans  and  Cries,  one  or  other  fliewing  the  little 
of  the  ScienceS'that  they 'bad  fayed.  *^- 

*  Hoe  Author  trifles  here  for  three  or  four  Lines  together : 
He  mentions  the  fevers'  Fragments  of  the  Sciences  fotne  had  /?- 
cur'd  to  themfelves  \  as,  that  One  had  got  a  Cloke  of  the  Spring 
or  Bloom  0/ Rhetoric;  another  a  Head -Drefs  of  the  Brightnef% 
0/ Poetry  ;  and  fuchlilie  Stuffs,  not  deferving  to  k  tranjlated^ 
H  z  The 


^       The  Republick  of  &c. 


?e  Judges  being  in  the  utmoft  Confternation 
at  the  News,  they  went  almoft  fenflefs  out  of  the 
fRall  to  inform  themfelves  better  of  the  Mifliap,  and 
to  feek  for  Redrefs.    But  the  Poets  continued  ftill 

?ummelling  Scanner  with  fuch  Rage,  that  out  of 
lompaflion  to  that  great  Scholttr,  and  bright  Orna- 
ment of  polite  Literature,  I  endeavoured  all  I  could 
to  appeafethem:  But  Claudian  continued  fo  tefty, 
and  my  Dream  fo  lively,  that  I  lifted  up  my  Fift  in 
a  Paffion,  juft  as  if  I  had  been  awake,  to  flrikehim, 
But  hit  my  Arm  againft  the  Bedftead  ;  whereupon 
I  awoke  out  of  the  Multitude  oC  Errors  v;hich  I  had 
been  in,  while  afleep;  perceiving  the  Vanity  of  our 
Fatigue,  Watchings,  and  laborious  Studies  ;  and 
that  'tis  not  he  that  is  fartheft  gone  in  the^^mand 
Sciences,  who  is  wife,  but  he,  that  has  true  and  juft 
Notions  of  Things;  and  that,  regardlefs  of  the 
Vulgar's  light  and  vain  Opinions,  lets  fuch  only 
jafs  for  true,  which  really  are  fo. 
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Respublica  literaria:  or,  The  republick  of 
letters;  being  a  vision 


